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4 Ways to Join Us on Sunday Mornings!

1 8:30 a.m. in  
Iona Chapel 2 10:55 a.m. in  

the Sanctuary 3 9:00 a.m. on  
Cox Channel 11 4 11:00 a.m.  

on 1stpc.org

Upcoming Sermons - Sermon Series: Growing in Grace
February 5th

Stephen
Acts 6:8-11; 7:54-60

February 12th

Paul’s Witness
1 Timothy 1:12-17

February 19th

Paul’s Suffering
2 Corinthians 12:1-10

February 26th

Peter
1 Peter 4:7-11



Dear Friends, 
For years I have said it many times. Over the past two 
weeks, I have heard it many times. “No matter how 
much you prepare and anticipate the death of a loved 
one, it is always a very emotional and sad time.” I agree 
completely.
After many hours and days of reflecting, my heart is 
full of gratitude for my mother. Here are a few of the 
things I am thankful for:
My mother Eliza Read Crow Shettler graced this earth 
for 98 ½ years. 
She taught me to live by faith. She would tell me often: 
“I am not worried about our resources. God provided 
a way for us when all we had was ten dollars for food 
for the four of us for the whole week. He will provide 
for us now.” She wrote these words in her life history, 
“During the depression we always had food, not many 
clothes, but we always had food.”
She taught me and others about Jesus Christ. 
She lived by her life verses teaching others to the end. 

Since my youth, God, you have taught me, and to 
this day I declare your marvelous deeds. Even when 
I am old and gray, do not forsake me, my God, till 
I declare your power to the next generation, your 
mighty acts to all who are to come.  
    - Psalm 71:17-18

I am also thankful for:
•A church family that prayed for my family and me 
during her illness and passing. 
•A church staff that continued our ministry in my 
absence.
•Connie, my wife who walked with me as we both 
witnessed my mother’s walk into the glory of heaven. 

Thank you, Mom for your love…you are already 
missed.

Veritas
Veritas 2017 will be held at the University of Florida 
on Thursday, February 23 at 7:30 p.m. in the Univer-
sity Auditorium. The theme of the lecture, Is Science 
Enough will be given by Dr. Troy Van Voorhis. Dr. Van 
Voorhis is a Professor in the Department of Chemis-
try at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Leading up to the evening lecture will be a faculty 
lunch on Thursday, February 23 at 11:45 a.m. in Rion 
Ballroom. A third presentation by Dr. Van Voorhis 
will be for spiritual leaders in our community and the 
University on Friday, February 24 at noon in Gordon 
Memorial Hall at First Presbyterian Church. This lec-
ture will be on apologetics in the world of today.
150th Anniversary
We will celebrate the 150th Anniversary of First Pres-
byterian Church on Sunday, March 12, 2017. This cel-
ebration will take place during a combined worship 
service at 10:55 a.m. Following the service there will 
be a lunch provided for all who attend. Save the date 
now to come and celebrate 150 years of ministry in 
Gainesville. Let us give thanks for our legacy of faith 
in this place as we take a leap of faith into the future.
Part of our celebration of 150 years is to complete as a 
congregation 150 hours of missions service leading up 
to March 12. This will include special ministries with 
Family Promise, St. Francis House, Gainesville Com-
munity Ministry and other ongoing ministries. Please 
consider your role in this ministry outreach.
As we celebrate 150 years I am reminded of this verse 
of encouragement from Paul as we continue the min-
istry of this great church and anticipate the coming of 
our Lord. 

The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.  
    - 1Thessalonians 5:24

With deep gratitude for the past  
and hope for the future,

Thanks, Truth, and Tradition 
from Dr. Bob
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Up and Coming…
As we begin 2017 and think about both what will 
happen, what we would like to happen and what 
could happen this year in the family of our church, 
my thoughts go specifically to the ministry I focus on: 
our ministry to young adults for those in their late 20s 
through late 40s with careers and/or families. 
Please make a note of these upcoming events so you 
can join us and pray for these ministries:
Current Opportunity: 
Weekly Bible Study - Sunday Mornings, 9:30 a.m. – 
Christian Education Building Room 201

This is the time when we meet weekly to learn from 
God’s Word and figure out how to apply it to our 
lives. It is the time when we look forward to corpo-
rately deepening our relationship with Christ and 
with each other.

Coming Soon: 
Men’s Group – Wednesday Mornings for Breakfast

During this time our men will focus on getting to 
better know other men while also discovering who 
God’s Word specifically challenges us to be as men.

Women’s Book Discussions – Sundays after church, 
Quarterly throughout 2017

The Young Adult ministry will provide an oppor-
tunity for women to gather and look at a book they 
have read. During this time, they will have the op-
portunity to discuss real-life situations and how to 
be women of faith at home, work and in their com-
munity.

Family Camp – This Summer – July 7-9
A fun-filled weekend to connect with your family, 
other families from our church and God’s word. 

Pray With Us: 
Outreach to Preschool Parents 

Our goal is to offer opportunities for parents from 
our preschool to gather and grow in such areas as 
parenting, marriage, finances, etc. Just as our pre-
school takes care of the physical and educational 
wellbeing of children, so it is our plan to help with 
the spiritual care of their parents.

Evening Worship Service
This service will focus on giving our young adults 
and families another time to attend and invite oth-
ers to join us in worship. With sound Biblical teach-
ing and a laid back “come as you are” mindset, our 
hope is to provide another time for corporate wor-
ship in our church.

May 2017 be a great year for us as Christ-followers 
and our church as a local body of Jesus’ church be-
cause we look for ways the Lord is leading us to do 
new things in hopes that we can continue to Worship 
God faithfully, help others come to know and grow in 
their personal relationship with Jesus, and serve God 
by serving others. 
If you would like more information – please let me 
know - youngadult@1stpc.org 

Growth and Outreach
from Fred Lundy
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Remembering
Bringing the Past into the Future

from Scott Stuart

I have had the privilege of leading the college ministry now for four years and the group has covered 
a lot of material during our Bible studies. Historically, during the fall semester we have generally 
studied a book of the Bible, approaching it from an expository form. By breaking down each verse 
it gives the reader a chance to examine each book in thorough detail. It is also gives us the opportu-
nity to tackle some difficult issues that scripture presents. The tendency for many is to skip what we 
find uncomfortable or at the very least gloss over certain readings. I tell my students every year, we 
can’t pick and choose what we want out of scripture, but we must look at it in its full context. Over 
the years during the fall, we have studied 1 John, Hebrews, Romans, and the book of Acts. These 
studies have been challenging for us all, as they have contributed to group and personal growth. 
During the spring semester, we usually look at studies from more of a topic view. In the past, stu-
dents contribute ideas on what they want to study. We then take scripture and put it alongside the 
topic of discussion they choose. For example, about a year ago, someone wanted to talk about the 
idea of spiritual gifts and how they could apply these ideas to their lives. We looked at what it meant 
to be the body of Christ and how each of us brings a different gift to the table. By taking a spiritual 
gifts test and looking at scripture, it gave my students a chance to apply God’s word directly to their 
lives everyday.
So far this has been the norm for the past couple of years. Recently however, my students have 
wanted to study the Old Testament and look to see how it applies to the New Testament. Sharing 
their desire, I gave some thought how to approach the subject of the Old Testament. Many of us 
have a preconceived notion as to what we think the Old Testament is about. For some they think 
of wrath, judgment, and names that are difficult to pronounce. One would not be wrong if they 
thought of these ideas, but it would not be the complete view of what is offered. Knowing this, I 
wanted to encourage our students to look at the New Testament as the fulfillment to the Old Tes-
tament. I shared the importance of how we view each section of the Old Testament. By breaking 
down the Old Testament into different sections we can better approach each concept. Though it 
will not be possible to study all the Old Testament in one semester, I want to show my students 
what lenses to look through. We will take a couple of weeks to study the five major areas of the Old 
Testament, which include Law, History, Poetry/Wisdom, Major Prophets, and Minor Prophets.
My desire is that students will be excited about studying the Old Testament and realize that it goes 
far beyond judgement, but that there is a complete story of us all needing a Savior. Pray that our 
student’s eyes will be opened and wisdom for us all as we journey together this spring semester.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Meetings

Circle Date Time Place Subject
6 Tues.  Feb. 7 12:00 p.m. Parlor Who is Jesus?

5 Tues.  Feb. 7 7:00 p.m. Carol Israel’s Who is Jesus?

Koinonia Wed.  Feb. 8 10:00 a.m. Oak Hammock Who is Jesus?

Chocolate Lovers Wed.  Feb.8 1:30 p.m. Library Who is Jesus?

Spring Bible Study Mon. Feb. 13 & 27 9:30 a.m. Library Discerning the Voice

Wed. Evening Circle Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. Marilyn Hairston’s 2nd Timothy- Entrusted

Young Professionals Sun. Feb. 12 1:00 p.m. Parlor Jesus through  
Middle Eastern Eyes

Thank You
Saturday, January 28 First Presbyterian was filled with 
activity. We hosted the 2017 Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women from the Presbytery of St. Augustine. 164 wom-
en from Jacksonville, Ocala, Jasper, Lake City, Branford, 
Orange Park, Fernandina Beach, and Palm Coast came 
for a day of worship, fellowship, purpose, mission, and 
education. The women brought toiletry supplies for 
Gainesville Community Ministries, so 89 toiletry kits 
could be made to give to those that don’t have basic toi-
letries. The morning started with a social hour hosted 
by Sherry Crane and Nancy Russ of Grace Presbyteri-
an Church. Elijah Adongo and his African Choir, Pazeni 
Sauti, moved us into the sanctuary at 10:00 for a time 
of worship led by Dr. Ruth Elswood. During worship an 
offering was collected to be split between Gainesville 
Community Ministries and the Kay Beckman Scholar-
ship for seminary students in our presbytery who attend 
PCUSA seminaries. Ruth Elswood was a former recipi-
ent of this scholarship. Both organizations will receive a 
check for more than $750. Following a business meeting, 
we adjourned to lunch and classes. The day ended with a 
wonderful dramatic presentation written by Vi Asmuth 
called “The Perspective of the Bystanders”. In this drama, 
members of our congregation shared with the audience 
ways to be more invitational and share the word of Jesus. 
We also saw what it would have been like to actually wit-
ness some of the familiar stories of Jesus’ life. With Vi’s 
quick wit coming through the characters’ words, every-
one could picture themselves at the manger, feeding the 
five thousand, and after the resurrection, to name a few 
scenes.

Our team of staff and members worked well together 
to make our guests feel welcomed. Everyone pitched 
in and did what needed to be done throughout the day. 
Thanks goes to Andy Adams Smith, Elijah Adongo and  
the Pazeni Sauti Choir, Janice Arinson, Vi Asmuth, 
Pam Bailey, Austin Ball, Lorraine Barber, Betsy Berry,  
Bernice Best, Tammy Bleeker, Kaylee Bleeker, Mimi 
Carr, Stacy Carson, Cecelia Caton, Karen Coffey, Mark 
Coffey, Rachel Coffey, Deanna Cook, Jane Correll, Frank 
Counts, Kathy Counts, Roberta Curry, Judy Dawson, 
Mary Jo Deichler, Terri Depue, Breezy Dowling, Marga-
ret Dowling, Hannah Doyal, Lural Dunlap, Cordera Fer-
guson, Maralyn Foote, Nancy Gilbert, Ruthie Graybill, 
Esther Gunning, Marilyn Hairston, Chris Hamilton, Ja-
nine Hubbell, Linda Irvine, Carol Israel, Eunice Knowl-
ton, Gail Knowlton, Evelyn Lewis, Fred Lundy, Raynard 
Mack, Carolyn May Bowman, Bret McCall, Archie Mc-
Cormick, Laura Netardus, Lindsey Neumann, Coleen 
O’Brien, Pam Patton, Joan Penland, Zoe Perton, Brenda 
Pickens, Adam Ray, Chris Riggs, Chuck Riggs, Sandra 
Roberts, Susan Roland, Jean Rosenbaum, Eleanor Sam-
uels, Bob Shettler, Connie Shettler, Scott Stuart, Emma 
Summers, Olivia Summers, Vicki Sumner, Eva Teuton, 
Jeanne Thomas, Allison VanDenend, Bev Vloedman, 
Sammy Wacha, Cyndie Williams, and Libby Wood. If 
I have omitted anyone, please let me know. We have  
received many complements and praises. I am proud to 
be a member of a church where we work and help each 
other. Thank you to everyone who participated. 

- Beth Wood 



Christian Education 
Sunday Happenings

Youth
Youth Connection is for youth in grades 6 through 12.  We meet mainly on Sunday evenings 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. starting with dinner in the Serving Room. We have a time of wor-
ship, Bible Study and conclude with games in Gordon Memorial Hall. Contact Vicki Sumner 
for more information.
Youth Super Bowl Party: will be held on Sunday, February 5 from 6 – 8 p.m. at the home 
of Brian and Kathy Decker. Youth are encouraged to bring an appetizer or drink to share. 
Friends are ALWAYS welcome. The party will be during the first half of the football game. 
Families are to drop off 
and pick up at the Deck-
er’s home. If you need di-
rections, please call the 
Decker’s home phone (332-
5700). We look forward to a 
fun evening with you! Ques-
tions? Contact Vicki Sumner, 
children@1stpc.org.

Kids
Nursery - The nursery is available every 
Sunday for infants (starting at 6 weeks), tod-
dlers and children through Kindergarten be-
ginning at 9:15 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. 
service. 

Sunday School - Sunday School 
Classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 
a.m. in the Christian Education Build-
ing. There are only elementary class-
es on Sunday, February 5 due to the 
youth setting up for Souper Bowl of 
Caring during the CE hour and one 
combined class for all ages on Sun-
day, February 19 due to the holiday.

Time for Young Disciples -During the 
10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are 
invited to come to the front of the Sanctuary for a 
children’s lesson. 

Kids-4-God - During the 10:55 a.m. worship 
service, children ages four through second grade have 
a special learning and worship time immediately fol-
lowing Time for Young Disciples.  Children are dis-
missed from the worship service and will meet back 
with their families on the stage in Gordon Memorial 
Hall following the worship service. 

Young Adults Sundays - 9:30 a.m. - Room 201 of the Christian Education Building. 
In February we will start working through a study focusing on Discovering Christ in the Old Testa-

ment as we read through and discuss the book The Unfolding Mystery by Edmund P. Clowney. If you 
want to know more about the Christ of the New Testament – join us as we start with knowing more 

about the Messiah of the Old Testament.  
Come and join us as we grow together in our Christian faith and in our relationships with each other. If 

you are in your late 20s through late 40s with careers and/or families please join us! If you have any ques-
tions about this class or this ministry, feel free to contact Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org or 378-1527.

Gordon Hoover Class
February 5 1 Samuel: Chapters 27-29 Jed Keesling
February 12 1 Samuel: Chapters 30-31 Sue Kossuth
February 19 2 Samuel: Chapters 1-2 Bob Bailey
February 26 2 Samuel: Chapters 3-4 Pam Bailey

Adults
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. February 5 9:30 a.m. Souper Bowl of Caring
February 5 6:00 p.m. Super Bowl Party - Deckers’
February 12 5:30 p.m. Deliver Pies
February 19 5:30 p.m. Youth Connection
February 25-26 Handbell/Youth Tour
February 28 6:00 p.m. Girls Night In



 Christian Education
-Not Just on Sunday Mornings

LOGOS 
LOGOS is an after-school, mid-week ministry designed to 
nurture children and youth in Christian discipleship. The 
LOGOS program includes development in worship skills 
through five children/youth choirs, growth in Kingdom be-
liefs and values through Bible study, service to others before 
self, and building lasting relationships through recreation 
and a shared meal.  This Wednesday program is offered 
throughout the school year, 3:45-6 p.m. Dinner is served at 
6 p.m. during Family Time where children, parents, leaders, 
and church members share a delicious meal in fellowship 
around the table. Leadership involves parents, and draws in 
many members of the congregation with participation from 
our college students.  This ministry provides a multigener-
ational system of Christian example as the church family 
comes alongside parents in their special responsibility to 
lead their children to become fully devoted disciples of Je-
sus Christ.
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2/1 SOUPer Bowl Wednesday
2/8 Beach Night
2/15 Friend Night
2/22 Joke Night

Vacation Bible School  

Save the date! The Christian Education Committee is host-
ing VBS this summer from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Monday, June 
5-Friday, June 9. More information will be announced in the 
upcoming months. 

Youth Girls Night
Join us from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 28. Plan to enjoy 
an evening of food, fun and fellowship with the girls in our 
church. Friends are welcome. The cost is $10 per person. 
Contact Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org, for more infor-
mation.

Youth and Handbell Tour
Please keep the Joyful Ringers, the Jubilate Ringers and 
members of Youth Connection  as well as their chaperones 
in your prayers as they lead worship at First Presbyterian 
Church, Lakeland on Sunday, February 26. On Saturday, 
February 25, the youth will spend the day at Busch Gardens.

Member Information
Deaths

Frances Head, January 6, 2017
Read Shettler, January 6, 2017
Bob Battles, January 9, 2017

Paul McKinley, January 16, 2017
Susan Willis, January 30, 2017

Sock it To Us
Cool days bring cold feet.  This is the time of year we collect socks for the less fortunate.  
The socks can be for children, women or men.  Place in box marked Socks (by collected 
food) in Gordon Hall.  A representative from the Local Missions Committee will deliver 
them to Helping Hands and St. Francis.

Concert for a Cause - 
St. Francis House

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 • 7:30 p.m.

American 
Boychoir

Eat lunch at church in Gordon Hall on Sunday, February 5th! Youth Connection will once 
again be hosting Souper Bowl of Caring after church. For a donation, you decide the 

amount, you can take your pick from many different types of soup. You can come 
back for seconds, thirds, or even more.  As long as there is soup in the crock pots, 
you are welcome to eat. 100% of the donations will be given to Gainesville Com-
munity Ministries. Last year we raised $1,539. Our church has lots of good cooks, 

so please plan on eating lunch with us.  If you cannot stay, our youth will be accept-
ing donations after church.  Just look for the people with the big soup pots.  Checks 

are accepted: write Souper Bowl of Caring in the memo line.

Souper Bowl of Caring 



February Bugle
2017

First Presbyterian Church
106 South West Third Street
Gainesville, FL 32601
(352) 378-1527
Return Service Requested

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit # 302

GAINESVILLE, FL 32601

VOLUNTEER 150
In celebration of the 150th anniversary of First Presbyterian Church, would you be 
willing to give a few hours of your time to volunteer over the next month?  The goal is 
for the congregation to give 150 hours in honor of our 150 years of 1st Presbyterian 
Church in the community.  Watch for opportunities that will appear in the worship 
guide, by e-mail, and the table in Gordon Hall. Sign up to be a part of the celebra-
tion!  Are you in? 


