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Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler, Pastor

4 Ways to Join Us on Sunday Mornings!

1 8:30 a.m. in  
Iona Chapel 2 10:55 a.m. in  

the Sanctuary 3 9:00 a.m. on  
Cox Channel 11 4 11:00 a.m.  

on 1stpc.org

Upcoming Sermons
April 3rd

Courage in the Face of a King
Daniel 6

April 10th

All In or Not
Mark 10:17-31; Mark 12:4-44

April 17th

The All In Return
Matthew 25:14-30

April 24th

Soul Care
Mark 8:34-38
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Other than the relationship between Jesus and his 
Apostles, the greatest mentoring relationship in the 
New Testament is between Paul and Timothy.
Paul wrote, “What you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses, entrust to faithful  
people who will be able to teach others also.” (2 
Timothy 2:2)
This is exactly the foundation of the action taken by 
our Session on February 24 through two motions.
The first motion was a request from Fred Lundy 
to ask the Session to affirm and support his desire 
to have his ordination transferred from Southern  
Baptist to the Presbyterian Church (USA). This 
transfer is a process that will take 18-24 months. 
The Session was unanimous in passing this motion. 
Now we all need to pray for, encourage and support 
Fred in this journey.
The second motion was a request from Scott Stuart 
to start the ordination process to be ordained in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). This is at least a two 
year process that will run concurrent with Scott’s 
completion of his Master of Divinity degree from 
Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando. The  
Session was unanimous in passing this motion. 
Now we all need to support, encourage and pray for 
Scott.
This was a historic meeting of our Session in the 
history of this great church. This was a benchmark 
event in the lives of these two young men of God. 
I believe this action and the following process will 
impact First, Gainesville for many years. To God 
alone be the glory.

April brings the excitement of spring, new growth 
and beauty. It also brings our annual Stewardship 
Campaign.
This past year has been a halleluiah year in your 
faithfulness to the fiscal needs of this congregation. 
This has been evidenced through your contribu-
tions to the 2015-2016 budget and to the Together 
in Faith for Tomorrow Capital Campaign.
Our Stewardship theme this year is “All-In.” When 
we are “All-In” we are committed to mission and 
ministry of First. When we are “All-In” we are ex-
periencing connection on the deepest level. “All-In” 
is an invitation for each member to develop deep 
roots in the narrative of God and the narrative of 
God’s people here at First. When we are “All-In” 
there is a greater potential for the production of 
much fruit for the Kingdom of God. Being “All-In” 
is about the discernment and decision to give God 
the first fruits of our labor for him. That is the first 
fruits of all our resources; time, talent, treasure and 
testimony.
Our Stewardship emphasis will be on Sundays April 
10 and 17. The dedication day for the return of your 
pledge cards will be Sunday, May 15. Our stew-
ardship goal for 2016-2016 is $700,000. The goal is 
achievable when we all are “All-In”.
Thank you in advance for your continued faithful-
ness to God’s Kingdom.

Blessings,

Dedication

Moment for Montreat
On Saturday, June 18 children, youth, and brave adults will board one charter bus and 2 12-passenger vans 
and travel to Montreat, North Carolina for the 2016 Worship and Music Conference. The theme of this year’s 
conference is Grace and Gratitude. For centuries these words have been part of the church’s vocabulary. But, 
what do the mean in today’s world? Theologian Karl Barth wrote that grace and gratitude “belong together like 
heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude… like thunder follows lightning.” But how does our worship express 
gratitude for God’s grace, given so freely to us? Our Montreators will be challenged by  stimulating conductors 
and teachers, and inspiring preachers and worship leaders for a mountaintop worship and music experience as 
they sing, ring, dance, play, pray, and explore what it means to be God’s grateful people.
Please become a Noteworthy Sponsor. Beginning April 17, you may visit the Noteworthy Sponsor table in Gor-
don Hall  after worship or place a check in the offering place with the memo for Montreat Noteworthy Sponsor 
or mail a check to the church office. To date we have raised close to $_____ towards our goal of $25,000.



Light the Fire  
from Pastor Fred

The past few months have given us much opportunity to reflect,  
celebrate and praise God for all He has done – for us as individuals, 
as a church and as Christians, followers of Christ. As we anticipated  
Christmas with Advent and, quickly after that, Easter with Lent, 
many of us are apt to forget a whole other season of richness that 
we are about to enter into. Until about five or so years ago, I was  
unaware of it too. Yet my challenge to all of us is to go about celebrat-
ing another season of significance known as Pentecost. 
Pentecost was originally the fifty days that began at Passover and 
ended when the barley harvest began. In the Old Testament it was 
known also as the ‘feast of the harvest’ and ‘day of the first fruits.’ 
Israelites were to appear at the sanctuary, two baked loaves of bread 
in hand for the priest to wave before the Lord and offer to Him, with 
animal sacrifices, for sin and peace-offerings. It was celebrated as a 
day of joy for a fruitful harvest and as a reminder for their deliver-
ance out of slavery and bondage in Egypt from a people to the God 
who loved them, chose them and was covenantly bound to the (The 
New Bible Dictionary, Third Edition; Wood, D. R. W.; Marshall, I. 
Howard).
While not as well known or made much of in most Christian tradi-
tions, Pentecost is also significant to us because it marks the time 
when the Holy Spirit began to indwell in the lives of all believers 
and followers of Jesus Christ. In Acts 2, Peter quotes Joel 2 and  
offers further fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy by stating “And  
afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people…  I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days.” (NIV). Up until this point in history, the Holy 
Spirit had only come upon certain people for certain times, yet now 
through the cleansing we received because of Christ’s sacrifice for us, 
our “bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God. You are not your own; you were bought at 
a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-
20 – NIV).
So, we as Christians who are saved through Christ’s sacrifice, must 
be aware that the full power of God is alive and well in us for part of 
the Trinity lives in us. So as we go about the next seven weeks, may 
we use that time to be reminded of whose we are more than who we 
are. May we call upon the Father to allow the Holy Spirit to use us in 
ways that only He can. May the next 50 days be days that we are used 
to allow others to experience their own freedom from the slavery of 
sin to a life in Christ. 

To Him alone,
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Introductions
Normally I take the time to write about my students and the 
things going on within the ministry of Trajectory or our youth. 
However, I’m going to take a break from the norm and write 
about the newest joy in my life. On March 7th at approximate-
ly 6:27 a.m. my heart burst with a new love that I’ve never 
known before. This was the day and time my little girl came 
into the world, Annabel Adelaide Stuart!!! 
For many years fatherhood has just been a concept, something 
I’ve just observed as a friend and as a son, and now I have the 
privilege of understanding a little better of what it means for 
one’s love to grow. It sounds crazy, or at least it does to me, 
because I’m new at this, but I am getting next to no sleep, I’m 
distracted beyond my wildest dreams, and I’m loving every 
minute of it.
Alison is doing great and is enjoying every minute of moth-
erhood. We cannot wait to introduce her to you all in a few 
months. Until then, please keep Alison and Annabel in your 
prayers. 

Blessings to you all, 

Church Cookbook Preorder Form
Volume II of our Church Cookbook is expected to arrive at the end of April, just in time for Mother’s Day.  
The cookbook committee was more than pleased to receive over 500 of your wonderful recipes!  There are so 
many varied and delicious recipes, with favorite stories attached to some.  This book will no doubt become 
a favorite!
This form allows you to preorder your cookbooks for a discounted price.  Preorders will be accepted through 
April 23.  
Cost for each preordered cookbook will be $16.99.
Cost for each cookbook purchased after delivery will be $19.99.
Please complete form below and send your checks to Trudy Bonerba in the church office.  Checks should be 
made out to First Presbyterian Church with “cookbook” in the memo line.

THANK YOU for your support in this wonderful project!

NAME       PHONE NUMBER  

EMAIL  NUMBER OF COOKBOOKS ($16.99 ea)  

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
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Organ Concert: Mark Coffey will present a concert in the sanctuary on Sunday, April 
10 at 4:00 p.m.  Included on the program are Fanfare by John Cook; Mein Junges Leben 
Hat Ein End (My Young Life Has an End) by Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck; Prelude and 
Fugue in B Minor, BWV 544 by Johann Sebastian Bach; The Way to Emmaus by Jaromir 
Weinberger with Judyth Dawson, soprano; Symphonie no. 2 in e minor Opus 20 by Louis 
Vierne; Four Pieces for Organ by Joseph Jongen; and Chorale no. 3 in a minor by César 
Franck.  
Jubilate Ringers will present a 45 minute handbell concert for the Oak Hammock  
Community on Wednesday, April 13  at 7 p.m. Please join us.
FPC will host a Choral Concert on Sunday, April 17 at 4 p.m., in which the Chancel and 
Senior Choirs will combine with the Gainesville Master Chorale and Orchestra in the 
sanctuary. The program will include Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living and three cho-
ruses from George Frederic Handel’s Oratorios: Hallelujah, Amen from Judas Maccabae-
us; Alleluia from Joseph and His Brethren; Hallelujah from Messiah.

Upcoming Concerts

Furman Singers Concert for a Cause 
Thank you to all who attended the Furman Singers Concert on Monday, March 7. The Concert for a Cause 
offering for the Kraus Medical Mission totaled over $4000. Our appreciation to Beverly and Andy Vloedman, 
The Chancel Choir, Mary Bird, Janna Carlson, Ann Carlson, Kathy Decker, Carol Israel, Evelyn Lewis, Connie 
Shettler, Eunice Knowlton, Joan Penland, Bob Penn, Bob and Martha Falzone, Laura Netardus, Dick Rauber, 
Eric Wagner, Cyndie Williams and Beth Wood for preparing a delicious meal for the Furman Singers as well as 
those who provided bed and breakfast for the choir members :

Janice Arinson 
Jim and Betsy Berry 
Dean and Carolyn Bowman 
Ann and Janna Carlson 
Donald & Cecilia Caton 
Ward and Marj Crago 
Brian and Kathy Decker 
Terri Depue 
Perry & Maralyn Foote 
Phyllis Gay 

Carter and Nancy Gilbert 
Ruthie Graybill 

Jack & Gretchen Grigsby 
Marilyn Hairston 

Janet Heffner 
Mark & Patty Hill 

Glenn and Carol Israel 
Penny Jones 

Bob and Missy Lentz 

Fred & Evelyn Lewis 
Keith and Valerie Malkemes 

Archie and Barbara McCormick 
John & Patty Petrich 

Earle and Brenda Pickens 
Chuck and Chris Riggs 

Norma & Jack Sanderson 
Dean and Orene Schoenfeld 

Nick and Kate Vellis 
Cyndie Williams 

And Martha Payne and Jean Rosenbaum for coordinating hosts.
A Note from the Kraus Family: Greetings from the Kraus family in Galmi, Niger!  We are so thankful for the faithful 
support of FPC Gainesville and want to say a special thank you for recently hosting the Furman Singers from our dear 
Alma Mater. We know from experience that it is no small undertaking to provide food and shelter for such a large group 
of choristers, but we truly appreciate all your efforts and hospitality. Thank you also for your generous offerings to our 
mission at Galmi Hospital. We are so grateful, and look forward to visiting you in person the first week of June, when 
we are back in the U.S. for our “summer vacation.”

Music Camp:
Music camp is being offered July 11-15 for children entering Kindergarten through ninth grade in the fall. The day camp 
begins at 9 a.m. and concludes at 1 p.m. Activities include: worship, choir, Orff, handbells, crafts and recreation. The cost 
is $50 per child. After camp care is available. For a registration card, please contact Mark Coffey at music@1stpc.org, Carol 
McCoy at piatnek@ufl.edu or the church office at 378-1527.
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Adult 
 Young Adult Bible Study

Is for single and married adults in their mid-twen-
ties to late-forties, in search of great Bible Study, and 
a desire to get to know others dealing with the same 
life issues. We are continuing our study of the Book 
of Romans on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Room 201 of 
the Christian Education Building (above the nursery 
and preschool). Visitors are always welcome! If you 
would like to know more about this group, please 
contact Rev. Fred Lundy, the Director of Young 
Adult Ministry at youngadult@1stpc.org.

Kids
Nursery - The nursery is available every Sunday for infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers and children through 
Kindergarten beginning at 9:15 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service. 
Children and Youth Sunday School - Sunday School Classes meet on  
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education Building. The 6th-12th Grade 
classes will meet for breakfast in Gordon Memorial Hall on Sunday, April 24 to honor our 
graduating seniors.

4 Years-2nd Grade  Janine Hubbell and Carol Turner Room 202
3rd - 5th Grade Vicki Sumner Room 215
6th - 8th Grade Evelyn Lewis Room 217

9th - 12th Grade Scott Stuart and Sarah Whitfield Room 218
Time for Young Disciples - During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited to come 
to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.  After the lesson children ages four through second grade will 
go to a structured time of learning in Kids-4-God in the Art Room (upstairs in the Christian Education Building). 
Kids-4-God - During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, children ages four through second grade have a special 
learning and worship time immediately following Time for Young Disciples.  Children are dismissed from the wor-
ship service and will meet back with their families on the stage in Gordon Memorial Hall following the worship 
service. *Our LOGOS ministry is involved in the worship service on April 3. We will resume Kids-4-God on April 
10 to allow all children to participate or attend this special worship service.*

Christian Education Corner - Sunday Happenings

Youth
Youth Connection is for youth in grades 6 through 12.  We meet, mainly, on Sunday evenings from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. starting with dinner in the Serving Room. We have a time of worship, Bible Study and conclude with games in 
Gordon Memorial Hall. We are always looking for volunteers to cook our meals. Please reference the sign-up sheet 
located on the Bulletin Board in Gordon Hall.

Yo
u

th
 S

c
h

ed
u

le April 3 5:30 p.m. Youth Connection Gordon Hall
April 10 5:30 p.m. Youth Connection Gordon Hall
April 17 5:30 p.m. Youth Connection Gordon Hall

April 24 9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Senior Breakfast and Recognition
End-of-Year Lunch

Gordon Hall
Serving Room

April 29 6:00 p.m. Girl’s Night Out TBD

Gordon Hoover Class: First Corinthians

April 3 Intro and Chapter 1 Perry Foote
April 10 Chapter 2 Sue Kossuth
April 17 Chapter 3 Ray Davis
April 24 Chapter 4 Pam Bailey

Member Information
Births Deaths

Annabel Stuart, March 7, 2016 Nancy Spikes, March 17, 2016
Billie Henry, March 21, 2016
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Christian Education Corner - Continued

LOGOS 

If you (or your children) are between the ages of 3 years and early 20’s, please join us on Wednesday afternoons for our 
fun children/youth/young-adult mid-week ministry.  Enjoy Bible study, worship skills, recreation and a shared meal and 
become a disciple of Jesus Christ.  The congregation is welcome to join us for our shared meal at 6 p.m. in Gordon Memo-
rial Hall each week for $3 a person. If you have any questions, please contact Vicki Sumner at 352-378-1527 or by email 
at children@1stpc.org.   

Confirmation Sunday – Save the date! Our confirmation class of 2016 will be confirmed on Sun-
day, May 1 during the 10:55 a.m. worship service. The Youth Connection Committee will host a reception in their honor 
following the worship service. Please join us to celebrate this special day.

New Member Orientation
We will have two orientation classes for new and prospective members in April in Iona Chapel on Sunday, April 10 
and Sunday, April 17 from 9:40-10:30 a.m.  We would like to encourage visitors to participate in the work and worship 
of First Presbyterian Church by becoming a member of our congregation.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Meetings

Circle Date Time Place Subject
3 & 4 Tues. April 5 10:00 a.m. Gordon Hall Come to the Waters

6 Tues. April 5 12:00 p.m. Parlor The Old Testament 
by Amy Jill-Levine

5 Tues. April 5 7:00 p.m. Terri Depue’s Come to the Waters
Koinonia Wed. April 6 10:00 a.m. Oak Hammock Come to the Waters

Chocolate Lovers Wed. April 6 1:30 p.m. Conference Room Come to the Waters
Mon. Beth Moore Mon. April 4 & 18 9:30 a.m. Room 211 Children of the Day

Young Professionals Fri.  April 22 6:30 p.m. TBD Prodigal Son
by H. Nouwen

Happy Birthday PW!
Sunday April 3rd 12:00 p.m. • Birthday Lunch • Gordon Hall

Presbyterian Women Birthday Lunch will be catered by Emiliano’s on Sunday, April 3rd after the 11 o’clock  
service. All women are invited, whether you attend a Circle or not.  The cost is $10.00 per person and reservations 
should already have been made. We hope to see you there!

Presbyterian Pilgrimmage
Do your spiritual batteries need a super charge?  Florida Presbyterian Pilgrimage offers an opportunity for you to focus  
totally on God’s grace, goodness and boundless love at a weekend retreat (April 21-24, 2016) at The Retreat at Silver 
Springs.  Pilgrimage is a lay-led spiritual renewal weekend designed for Christians who want to renew, refresh, and/or 
deepen their relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The weekend, starting at 5 PM on Thursday and ending 
late Sunday afternoon, is filled with singing, worship, prayer, small group discussion, fellowship and laughter in a relaxed, 
non-threatening, loving atmosphere.  More information is available at the Pilgrimage website www.FloridaPresbyterian-
Pilgrimage.org, or Rachel Gunn Black, 352-514-5344.



What if you were homeless and were given much needed food but the package contained cans 
such as soup, tuna, fruit, and vegetables BUT you did not have any way to open the cans. You 
need a can opener.
The Local Missions Committee appreciates the food that so many of our congregation bring 
every Sunday for the Gainesville Community Ministry. We are one of many churches and 
groups that try to keep their shelves full as the need is great. In talking to Michael Wright and 
his staff, they agreed that many of their clients need can openers. They use to give them out 
but their stock of can openers has been depleted. So next time you bring the nonperishable 
food (a weekly habit, we hope), also bring a simple can opener. You can check for a lightly 
used extra in a kitchen drawer or buy an inexpensive one in the grocery store. A box will be 
set by the food that is in a corner of Gordon Hall. 

Thank you for all the volunteer hours for the tasks of hosting Family Promise for two weeks. Our co-chairs of Curtis 
Murphy and Bobra Palmer should be especially thanked as they put in an incredible amount of effort and time. It 
will be September or October before we host again but it’s never too early to consider volunteering for the arrival 
time early Sunday morning, when the truck brings beds and the family’s possessions. If interested in this task, talk 
to Curtis.
There are so many ways to help as the need is constant in our community. A family recently completed a step-up 
basket and I took it over to the Family Promise office and Jayne Moraski, the Executive Director was thrilled as three 
families will soon be moving into transitional housing (so she can use two more). Maybe your Sunday School class or 
a Circle would like to fill one. The baskets are in the food corner with the list of needed items. Many of the items can 
be purchased at a dollar store. If you have an idea to fill a human need, call me: Vi Asmuth, 466-4854.

Opening Opportunity

I tell you this, anything you did for one of my 
brothers here, however humble, you did for me.  
         -Matt. 25:40.
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The coordinators of First Presbyterian Family Promise sincerely thank our generous congrega-
tion for your prayers, the donations of food, meal preparations and personal time spent with the 
families of Family Promise while they were here:  Youth Connection, Barbara McCormick, Fred 
and Evelyn Lewis, Tim and Mary Lou Schubert, Lon McNeil, Jim and Betsy Berry, Chris Riggs 
and LOGOS, Dean and Orene Schoenfield, Coleen O’Brien, David Fitzgerald and Benjamin, Rose 
Pickens, Matthew Morse, Matthew Koval, Mark Coffey and the Chancel Choir,  Eric Wagner and 
Ester Gunning, Johnson Chapel, Valerie Malkemes, Joan Penland, Marilyn Hairston, Elisa Toeb-
ner, Lorraine Barber, Jane Kaufman, Fred and Lisa Lundy, John Nelson, Arnold Baburam, Beth 
Wood, Heather Holly, Sylvia Murphy, Ginny Craig, Sam Williams, Troy Bleeker, Brenda Pickens, 
Sylvia Smith, Maralyn Foote, Pat and Roy Huntsman, Susan Roland, Janet Zeigler, Mimi Carr and 
several others. 

Hospitality

Hendon Memorial Water Wells 
On behalf of the Christian Education Committee, LOGOS Committee and Global Missions Committee, we thank you 
for your generous donations to the Hendon Memorial Water Well Fund.  During this Lenten season we raised enough, 
along with the remaining funds from last year, to sponsor 7 wells in memory of Pastor Larry.  As part of the Gospel for 
Asia ministry, wells will be placed in southeastern Asia villages, in conjunction with a Christian missionary. Thank you 
for your generosity!
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Graduation Sunday     
 April 24, 2016
If you are graduating either high school or college, please let us know your post-graduation plans so we can honor 
your achievement. Those of you graduating from college please also let us know what your degree is in by email-
ing children@1stpc.org or call the church office at 378-1527.


