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4 Ways to Join Us on Sunday Mornings!

1 8:30 a.m. in  
Iona Chapel 2 10:55 a.m. in  

the Sanctuary 3 9:00 a.m. on  
Cox Channel 11 4 11:00 a.m.  

on 1stpc.org

Upcoming Sermons
August 7th

Questions for Living: 
Who?

Mark 8:27-30

August 14th

Why Worry
Matthew 6:25-34

Scott Stuart

August 21st

Questions for Living: 
Thirsty?

John 4:1-38

August 28th

Questions for Living: 
Understand?
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A survey from the U. K. involving 1,000 mothers 
found that moms may be the most quizzed people 
on the planet. On average, from breakfast to after-
noon tea (remember this was in the U. K.) the av-
erage stay-at-home mom faces one question every 
two minutes and thirty-six seconds. That adds up 
to about 105,120 questions per year.
The questions spike during mealtimes. Girls aged 
four are the most curious, asking an incredible 390 
questions per day. On the other end of the spec-
trum, boys aged nine ask the least number of ques-
tions.
According to the survey, the moms claimed that 
these were the five toughest questions (in order):
1. Why is water wet?
2. Where does the sky end?
3. What are shadows made of?
4. Why is the sky blue?
5. How do fish breathe under water?
Jesus as found in the four gospels asked many more 
questions than he was asked. In the Gospels Jesus 
is recorded to have asked 307 different questions. 
By contrast he was asked only 183 questions. Two 
different authors state that Jesus directly answered 
only three of the 183 questions he was asked.
John Dear gives this insight to Jesus’ questions.
Jesus’ questions are to re-position you, make you 
own your unconscious biases, break you out of your 
dualistic mind, challenge your image of God or the 

world, or present new creative possibilities. He 
himself does not usually wait for or expect specific  
answers. He hopes to call forth an answering per-
son. He wants to be in relationship with a person, 
with the idea as it informs the person, and with the 
process of transformation itself. Thus his questions 
are worth examining because they, along with the 
parables, reveal his basic style of encounter with 
the soul, or what we would call today, his style of 
“evangelization”.
 As Henri Nouwen writes, “We have to keep look-
ing for the spiritual questions if we want spiritual 
answers.”
 The story of the Bible is about God’s redemptive 
plan for humanity. N. T. Wright portrays history as 
a play with five acts: Creation, Fall, Israel, Jesus and 
the Church. We are currently actors who are living 
in the middle of Act V. 
We can live this out as God’s people not wandering 
aimlessly through life, but learning, understanding 
and embracing the first four acts to guide us. I am 
suggesting one approach to interaction with God’s 
story is through pondering, responding to and 
wrestling with the question Jesus used to engage 
people in his story.
In contrast to the popular approach to Christianity,  
many years ago in a modern world apologetics 
were approached with the saying, “Jesus is the  
answer.” In the now postmodern world Christians 
today face a very unique challenge. The challenge 
is to the gospel in a world that is not seeking answers.

Questions from Dr. Bob

To the congregation of First Presbyterian Church:
I am writing this letter to all the wonderful staff and congregation who offered up prayers on 
my behalf during my hospitalization and then during my time in Skilled Nursing here at Oak  
Hammock. Your caring ways and offers of help to Heather were so welcomed and warmed our 
hearts at the character of our church family. I had superb care at Shands/UF Health and equally 
good care at Oak Hammock’s Skilled Nursing Facility. That care combined with the knowledge 
of your well wishes brought my recovery about faster than might be considered for the bad place 
my body was in. Visits by our pastor, Bob Shettler, and Fred Lundy, Scott Stuart, Deacon Pam 
Patton, and Elder George Lebo were wonderful spirit boosters. The knowledge that the Con-
gregational Care Committee remembered me in their prayers I am sure brought about quick  
healing. I appreciate your thoughtfulness, your caring, and your love. Many thanks and bless you. 
          Joe Gilkey

Continued on the Next Page...
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Jim Leffel and Dennis McCallum in their article 
on the Post-Modern Challenge say, “Christian 
communication must understand and critique the 
foundation of postmodern relativism. We must 
also develop new and creative pre-evangelism  
approach to establish common ground with the 
secular culture.”
One of the ways we can create this new approach 
to apologetics is through an old teaching. The 
teachings and example Jesus gave us in his desire 
to reach a Godless generation.
Here is the main point. The idea of a conversation 
with pre-Christians is not about winning the de-
bate or about the right answer. Jesus if my research 
is correct, only answered three of the 183 ques-
tions he was asked as recorded in the four Gospels.
Most of the time his answers to people’s questions 
was another question. Other times he kept silent, 
gives an illustration, a story or a parable. All of this 
to keep the conversation going, to teach, to build a 
relationship.
Our sermon series this fall will be on the questions 
of Jesus. The approach is a reverse approach from 
much of what we were taught. Jesus is the answer  
which he is but giving answers is not the best  
approach in our world. 
Some studies have been called, Answers for  
Living. I want to turn it and address “Questions 
for Living.” We will be looking at several of the  
questions Jesus posed to others. These questions 

were posed to those who had asked Jesus openly  
hostile questions, questions from his disciples, 
questions found in his interaction with women and 
more.
My hope is that as we wrestle with the questions 
we will not find answers but a transformed rela-
tionship with the Lord.
When you read the scriptures, especially the gos-
pels question the questions Jesus asked for your-
self. This will help us on three levels. It will help us 
to enter into the story. It will help us understand 
the story deeper by studying the questions. It will 
help us to know the story as ours thus enabling us 
to engage others with the story of God’s grace and 
redemption.
The best way to have scripture come alive is 
not just to read it as a spectator, but to see the  
scriptures as our story. We are to find ourselves 
within the story. To read, hear, study the scripture 
as a mere spectator looking in is to miss the main 
point. The scriptures are our story. We are part of 
the narrative of God.
This sermon series will begin on Sunday, August 
7. You will find the first part of this series listed on 
the front of the Bugle. 
May God help us all grow in our knowledge of 
God’s grace as we seek to live transformed lives.
 

Blessings, 

Member Information
Births Deaths

Sofia Rose Fosser   June 28, 2016 Ginny Waln   May 26, 2016
Kevin Riordan   May 28, 2016

Claudine Pendleton   May 29, 2016
Donna Berger   June 17, 2016
Walter Probert   July 3, 2016
Jim Gilmore   July 25, 2016

Gordon Hoover Class: Second Corinthians
August 7 Chapter 2 Ray Davis August 21 Chapter 4 Sue Kossuth
August 14 Chapter 3 Jed Keesling August 28 Chapter 5 Perry Foote
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A Year Gone By  
from Pastor Fred

Thanks First Pres Church Family! 
The end of this month marks one year since you accepted me onto the 
staff and our family into this church family. It has been a great year 
for us and we are grateful for the opportunities to get to know you, 
serve alongside you, and experience the multitude of ministries in our 
church. I am grateful for your patience, understanding and support 
over the past 12 months and look forward to many more as we come to 
know Christ more fully, just as He is more fully made known.
Along with my first year here, it has been the year we, as a church, have 
renewed our focus on the Young Adults in our church and community. 
We have been blessed to share meals, interact, study God’s Word and 
serve with other late 20 to late 40-year-olds and their kids. What a joy 
to meet couples who are engaged and about to start their life together. 
What a treat to talk to others and learn that they are going to be first-
time parents. What an honor to be asked to join others in prayer who 
are dealing with challenging issues in careers, marriage and parenting. 
It is our sincere honor to serve here.
As we move into our second year, we look forward to continuing to 
become closer to those we know and eager to meet and interact with 
those we do not. 
We are excited to announce that this fall, Dr. Bob will be teaching the 
Young Adult Ministry Sunday morning Bible study class about spiritual 
formation and spiritual growth, including such topics as desire, silence/
solitude, prayer, sacred reading, body and soul, self-examination, dis-
cernment for the sake of others, and the “Rule of Life.” What a great 
time it will be to grow in our faith in these areas while we also continue 
to spend time doing life together – gathering for meals, serving with 
each other, and continuing to join the church in Glorifying God, Mak-
ing Disciples and Meeting Human Needs.
If you fit in this age range (late-20s through late-40s with careers and/or 
families) please contact me (email youngadult@1stpc.org or 352-378-
1527) so I can answer any questions you have.
Please pray for us as we continue to seek guidance and come alongside 
others who, like us, are trying to figure out how to live like Christ and 
for Christ in the hopes that others might come to know and grow in 
Christ.
Thanks for a great first year – looking forward to many more!
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“A church or school  
without a choir is like a 

body without a soul” 
In a brief video, The Importance of Choir, celebrated composer and conductor John Rutter summarizes 
why choirs are important. He says:

Choral music is not one of life’s frills. It’s something that goes to the very heart of our humanity, our 
sense of community, and our souls. You express, when you sing, your soul in song. And when you get 
together with a group of other singers, it becomes more than the sum of the parts. All of those people 
are pouring out their hearts and souls in perfect harmony, which is kind of an emblem for what we 
need in the world, when so much of the world is at odds with itself. That just to express in symbolic 
terms what it’s like when human beings are in harmony. That’s a lesson for our times, and for all 
time.

Join with the Ministry of Music as we strive to harmonize with each other in worship and at rehearsals 
each week.

Choir Regularly Rehearses Location Resumes
Chancel Choir (adult) Thursday 7:30-9:30 p.m. Choir Room Thursday August 25
Senior Choir (grades 6-12) Sunday 4:30-5:30 p.m. Choir Room Sunday August 21
Junior Choir (grades 3-5) Wednesday 5:15-6:00 p.m. Choir Room Wednesday, August 31

Welcome back Logos swim party on Wednesday, August 24, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Cherub Choir (grades K-2) Wednesday 4:30-5:15 p.m. Choir Room Wednesday August 31

Welcome back Logos swim party on Wednesday, August 24, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Alleluia Choir (ages 3-5) Wednesday 3:30-4 p.m. Room 201 Wednesday, August 31

Welcome back Logos swim party on Wednesday, August 24, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool
Carol Ringers (Adult) Thursday 6:00-7:00 p.m. Room 204 Thursday, August 25
Help spread good cheer throughout the year! Reading music and/or singing is not required. Just show up and 
bring a smile, bring a friend. Try it for a semester. When all is said and done, it’s just plain fun. Please contact 
Carol McCoy, director, (piatnek@ufl.edu 352-262-6300) if you have any questions or to let her know you’ll 
be at the first rehearsal, August 25, at 6 p.m., with gloves on!! Please enter through the Preschool door at the 
back of the Christian Education building. Take the steps to your left or the elevator down the hall to Room 204. 
Joyful and Jubilate Ringers 
(grades 6-12 and young adults)

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. Room 204 Wednesday, August 31

Welcome back Logos swim party on Wednesday, August 24, 3:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. at Westside Pool

Our choirs are volunteer based. No audition is necessary. The voice you are born with is God’s gift to you; 
the use of your voice is your gift to God. For more information please email Mark Coffey music@1stpc.org 

or Carol McCoy piatnek@ufl.edu or call 378-1527.
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This year’s Montreat Worship and Music Conference 
theme was Grace and Gratitude. Our 71 Montreators 
discovered ways to express gratitude for God’s grace, 
so freely given, and what it means to be God’s grate-
ful people. We enjoyed having the Kraus missionary 
family with us—James, Susan, Anna, Samuel, Sara 
and Jonathan. Our Montreators learned about Gal-
mi Hospital in Niger and our missionaries learned 
about their Gainesville Church family.  We shared a 
meal with Mrs. Lenoir Tucker, whose husband, Leslie 
Tucker, was minister of First Church 1969-1980 and 
Bill and Anne Seaman and Stuart Mosely. Our annual 
Montreat Luncheon will be held in Gordon Hall im-
mediately following worship on Sunday, September 
18. Mark your calendars.
Five of this year’s adult Montreat conferees share their 
memories in their house journal about the week- long 
conference in Montreat, North Carolina.

Many of us have been back to Montreat every year, 
but some of us have missed the trip for a year or 
two. I’m so happy to be back this year after a year 
away. The cool mountain air, the sound of running 
brooks, the glorious flowers in bloom all refresh 
my soul. So far the music has been challenging but 
beautiful. Worship has been enriching. I look for-
ward to the rest of the week. - Kate Vellis 6/20/16

My dear friends in Christ, I have been bringing 
young First Presbyterians to the Worship and Mu-
sic Conference since 1975. This group, especially 
the high school and young adults, are the most tal-
ented and committed I have seen in all my years. 
The chaperones, and the seniors seem to have been 
(fine-tuned?) as well. I am truly grateful to God, 
First Presbyterian Church and the parents. To God 
be the Glory! - Martha Falzone 6/23/16

Martha and I were pleased to have our daughter and 
her family in the Worship and Music Conference 
this year: Dr. Susan Falzone Kraus, Dr. James Kraus, 
Anna, Samuel, Sara, & Jonathan. They enjoyed this 
week’s activities. - Bob Falzone 6/24/16

What a magnificently GLORIOUS week this has 
been!! This is my 10th year of annual trips to Mon-
treat and a time to which I look forward all year. 
My girls, Katherine (21) and Julia (16) also came and 
this is Katherine’s 12th year coming to this beauti-
ful “place set apart.” My boys, Christopher (23) and 
Jonathan (19) missed this trip but hopefully will be 
back again someday. 
I was blessed to sing with the Adult Chamber Choir 
again (my 9th year) and the selection of music and 
our Director, Brad Holmes were fabulous! I loved 
every piece we sang in both Chamber and Adult 
Choir. Katherine played in advanced bells and sang 
in the Youth Chamber Choir with seven other First 
Presbyterian singers. Kate Vellis, Carol McCoy and 
I represented FPC in the Adult Chamber Choir. Ju-
lia sang in the High School Choir.
The weather was spectacular… in the mid 50’s at 
night, mid 70’s during the day with blue skies and 
lots of sunshine. I hiked to the top of Lookout 
Mountain on Sunday morning, arrived at the top 
by noon and thoroughly enjoyed the view for 2 ½ 
hours. I walked everywhere and felt more energetic 
every day.
The sermons and daily services were inspiring and 
moving and I connected on many levels with this 
week’s theme of “Grace and Gratitude.” By God’s 
boundless Grace I have been so abundantly bless-
ed. “All I have needed thy hand has provided” and 
I have been able to raise my four children/now 
young adults for nearly 14 years within a communi-
ty of faith. My First Presbyterian Church family, my 
friends (earth angels) and our Gainesville commu-
nity guided by God have sustained my children and 
me. I am filled with gratitude for God’s boundless 
blessings! Alleluia!!  - Marjorie Pedrick 6/24/16

Good Morning- It’s time to leave again- this is my 
2nd year. I have enjoyed these trips to the moun-
tains very much- bless everyone who made it possi-
ble for me to attend the conference. - Jennifer Wil-
liams 6/25/16

Montreat Moment
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN Meetings
Circle Date Time Place Subject

Mon. Beth Moore TBD 9:30 a.m. Room 211 TBD
Meets every other Monday. Connie Shettler leads this group. 

3 & 4 Tues. Sept. 6 10:00 a.m. Gordon Hall Who is Jesus?
Two circles merged to form a new group several years ago. The meeting may last an hour, 

but the conversation and fellowship can last longer.

6 Tues. Sept. 6 12:00 p.m. Parlor Who is Jesus?
This group is very efficient and time conscious and really tries to keep the study to one hour.

5 Tues. Sept. 6 7:00 p.m. TBD Who is Jesus?
We often gather before the meeting for a bite to eat. The meeting is usually done by 8:30pm. 

Most of the women in this group work outside the home, so the evening time works for them.

Koinonia Wed. Sept 7 10:00 a.m. Oak Hammock Who is Jesus?
This ecumenical group is made up of Baptists, Lutherans, Methodists, and Presbyterians.

Chocolate Lovers Wed. Sept 7 1:30 p.m. Library Who is Jesus?
If you like chocolate, this is your group! Members take turns making chocolate treats for the circle to enjoy. 

The meeting ends at 2:30, but conversation often lasts longer.

Weekly PW Study Wed. Sept 7 6:30 p.m. Marilyn Hairston’s Armor of God
This Circle will meet weekly to study Priscilla Shirer’s seven-week Bible study, “Armor of God”.

 If interested call Chris Riggs at 505-3838 by August 15th to order study books (~$15). 

Young Professionals TBD TBD TBD Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes
Time & location varies-usually a week night with a covered dish supper at a member’s home. 

These busy gals try to find a time when all the members can be there so their meeting time is flexible.

Presbyterian Women (PW) is the national women’s orga-
nization of the Presbyterian Church (USA), with a mem-
bership of over 300,000 and a history of over 200 years. It 
is committed to nurturing faith, supporting the church’s 
mission, working for justice, and building community. 
The Presbyterian Women’s statement of purpose is: For-
given and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to: nurture our 
faith through prayer and Bible study; support the mission 
of the church worldwide; work for justice and peace; build 
an inclusive, caring community of women that strength-
en the Presbyterian Church (USA); and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s kingdom. Within Presbyterian Women 
are Circles which meet at least monthly at various loca-
tions for Bible study and fellowship. All Circles welcome 
new members throughout the year.
Above is a chart showing the various Circles in our con-
gregation. As you can see they meet at different times on 
different days. Some meet monthly and others weekly or 
bi-weekly. Some use video studies and others are using 
the study guide provided by Presbyterian Women, writ-
ten by a Presbyterian woman. This year’s study “Who is 
Jesus – What a difference a lens makes” was written by 
Judy Yates Siker, a teaching Elder who lives and teaches 
New Testament at Loyola Marymount in Los Angeles. 
With her study, we will discuss who is Jesus according 
to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, the Hebrews, the 

Non-canonical Gospels, other Abrahamic faiths, and 
contemporary cultural interpretations. Please check out 
Judy’s 4 minute video at www.pwpcusahorizons.com 
and look at the link titled Bible Study Resources under 
the category Bible Study. This is a good introduction for 
those who will use this study.
If you are a woman and are a Presbyterian we would love 
to have you join us for our Bible studies. It is a wonderful 
way to practice your faith and to meet and study with 
other women in our church family. The week-end of Oc-
tober 21-23, we will take the church vans to St. Simon’s 
Island to worship, eat, study, learn and have fellowship 
with about 500 other PW in our synod. It is a wonderful, 
rejuvenating, spiritual time and I encourage you to mark 
your calendar now. In January, our church will be hosting 
a gathering of the women of our Presbytery. We expect to 
have 150-200 guests here for worship, lunch, classes, and 
a play written by one of our members, Vi Asmuth. 
Please look at the schedule above and call Beth Wood at 
352-337-9687 after 8 pm if you have any questions. She 
will be more than happy to help you find a group you 
would enjoy joining. Many of these studies have work-
books or study guides. If you plan to join a Circle and 
your group requires a guide, your book will need to be 
ordered in August, so please call your Circle Leader or 
Beth Wood upon receipt of the Bugle so we will have 
time to get the book before the first session. 

What is PW?



Ways to Contribute to FPC
Did you know that you can make your contributions to First Presbyterian Church online through your computer 
or your smart phone? You can also set up electronic funds transfer that will automatically withdraw funds from 
your account and send to First Presbyterian. Another method of contributing is through Bill pay through your own 
checking account, most bill pay features are free for both you and the church. We have listed instructions on how 
to set up the above ways to contribute however feel free to contact the church office if you have any questions. 

Online:
Go to our website www.1stpc.org and click on the PushPay icon. Com-
plete information. Choose one time or recurring. You can give to General 
Budget or use the drop down menu and change to Capital Campaign or 
other (please specify in memo section.) 

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT):
Contact Trudy at business@1stpc.org or 352-378-1527 if you are inter-
ested in setting up an EFT withdrawal. You will need to sign a form and 
submit a void check. Trudy can help you get this set up.

Text Contributions on your phone:
Send a text to 77977 and put 1stpc in the message. You will receive a link 
directly to PushPay. It is easy as that! Please be aware that message & data 
rates may apply.

Bill Pay through your bank:
Please contact your bank for instructions on how to set up bill pay as 
each bank may be different. You will set up First Presbyterian Church as a 
Recipient and put in our address. You will schedule the amount and date 
and your bank will send us a check through the mail. You can set up as 
one time or recurring.

Please contact Trudy, our business manager, if you have any questions or need help with any of the options 
above. We are here to help you. Call 352-378-1527 or email business@1stpc.org
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School Supplies for Rawlings
School begins soon, and we are again collecting school supplies for Rawlings Elementary School. The 
school very much appreciates donations of basic school supplies (please watch local stores for many 
bargains at this time of year, including the 8/5-7 tax holiday) as well as Boxtops for Education and  
Labels for Education. Please bring items such as tissues, highlighters, hand sanitizer, markers, wide-ruled  
notebook-paper, dry erase markers, (colored) pencils, erasers, crayons, and composition books to  
Gordon Hall, and the Local Missions and Service Committee will deliver them to the school. Thank you!


