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4 Ways to Join Us on Sunday Mornings!

1 8:30 a.m. in  
Iona Chapel 2 10:55 a.m. in  

the Sanctuary 3 9:00 a.m. on  
Cox Channel 11 4 11:00 a.m.  

on 1stpc.org

Upcoming Sermons
September 4th

You Do Not Want to Leave Too, Do You?
John 6:52-71

September 11th

Don’t You Know Me?
John 14:5-14

September 18th

Do You See This Woman?
Luke 7:36-50

September 25th

College Sunday
Dr. Kent Fuchs,  

UF President



Wayne Cordeiro shares this anecdote: An old story  
tells of a rabbi living in a Russian city a century ago.  
Disappointed by his lack of direction and life purpose, 
he wandered in the chilly evening. With his hands  
thrust deep in his pockets, he aimlessly walked through 
the empty streets, questioning his faith in God, the  
Scriptures and his calling to ministry. 
The only thing colder than the Russian winter air was the 
chill within his soul. He felt so enshrouded by his own  
despair that he mistakenly wandered into a Russian 
military compound off limits to civilians. The bark of a 
Russian soldier shattered the silence of the evening chill. 
“Who are you? And what are you doing here?” “Excuse 
me?” replied the rabbi. “I said, ‘Who are you and what are 
you doing here?’” 
After a brief moment, the rabbi, in a gracious tone so as 
not to provoke the soldier, said, “How much do you get 
paid every day?” “What does that have to do with you?” 
the soldier retorted. With the delight of someone making 
a new discovery, the rabbi said, “I will pay you the equal 
sum if you will ask me those same two questions every 
day: ‘Who are you?’ and ‘What are you doing here?’
Deitrich Bonhoeffer gives a very good answer to both 
of these questions for the Church of Jesus Christ, “The 
Church is the Church only when it exists for others...
not dominating, but helping and serving. It must tell 
men of every calling what it means to live for Christ, to 
exist for others.” 
Jesus framed it this way, “For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 
me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me.”
One of the reasons we are here as a church is to serve 
others. Each month during the school year, we will focus 
on a ministry to help others. To begin, September will be 
a time to focus on students. This focus will have many 
different nuances.
Sunday, August 14, we prayed for all the schools in our 
community. We want to continue these prayers as a 
church through September. The names of the schools will 
be on the ends of each pew during the Sundays in Sep-
tember. Please choose a school or schools and lift them 
up in prayer daily.

Another involvement we have is the partnership with 
Rawlings Elementary (Principal Daniel Burney). There is 
an ongoing need for school supplies in the classrooms 
and are typically provided to students by the teacher as 
needed. Below you will find a list of materials needed in 
each classroom. There will be a place in Gordon Hall to 
place your donations during September.

Boxes of tissue; Hand sanitizer – large bottles; Packs of 
wide ruled notebook paper; Pencils; Erasers; Crayons; 
Highlighters; Crayola Markers; Dry Erase Markers; 
Colored Pencils; Composition books

If you have any questions or desire to be more involved at 
Rawlings, please contact Carol Turner.
The four Sundays in September will have a different  
student focus:

September 4 - Prayer for all local schools, specifically 
Rawlings Elementary
September 11 - Prayer for First Presbyterian Preschool
September 18 - Prayer for Logos, Christian Education 
Ministry and Youth Connection
September 25 - Prayer for the College Ministry, spe-
cifically the University of Florida and Santa Fe College.

Sunday, September 25 will be our College Sunday. This 
year we are pleased to announce that Dr. Kent Fuchs, 
President of the University of Florida will be our guest 
preacher.
While in the process of writing this article, we have heard 
the news of the flooding in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
We have two staff members with direct connection to 
churches and people in this area, Fred Lundy and Scott 
Stuart. 
Our response to the human needs in Baton Rouge will 
include the following: First we will send a small team 
over Labor Day weekend to determine the best way for 
us to help. Second, we are collecting new bed linens for 
king and queen size beds. Third, we will collect donations  
to give directly to ministry teams we are working with 
at ground zero in Baton Rouge in a collection box in  
Gordon Hall. Fourth we are planning a trip sometime in 
October to send a larger team.
Above all we are praying for all that have been impacted  
by this flooding. Hopefully these ministries will help  
define who we are and what we are doing as a church and 
as individuals to help those in crisis.
    Blessings, 

Learning and Serving from Dr. Bob
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Summery Summary
from Scott

This summer has been one to remember, between camps, class, and an unexpected 
surprise- needless to say it was one for the ages.
What summer would be complete without summer camp. Our middle school 
camp, known as The Great Escape,  was a memorable experience as both the  
worship and the keynote speaker were incredible. Every day Chris Malot 
brought a powerful message centered around the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Now 
I have to admit, I’ve been to a lot camps and heard a lot of talks, but this one in  
particular stood out to me more than any other. Chris did a fictional story on the  
experience of Barabbas. Many of you will remember Pilate asked the crowd, 
“Shall I let Barabbas go or Jesus?” With this idea, Chris really brought about the 
point that just like Barabbas, Jesus took our place on the cross. I believe it was a 
great eye-opening talk for our middle schoolers. Too often the world wants to 
sweep sin under the rug, but when we can truly see that someone who was truly  
innocent traded places with us, it brings to light the responsibility we have to treat 
this gift with the utmost care.
Then there was the high school trip to Fun in the Son. This is a trip that we  
alternate yearly with our students because by the time they are in high school we 
want them to have camp experience, but we want them to participate in a service  
project experience as well. On the even years such as this year, we headed to  
Hilton Head Beach for a week of sports, recreation, and worship. While the sports 
and the recreation have a way of building team unity, it was the speaker who a had 
a way of connecting with all ages. This year the morning speaker was an illusionist.  
At the beginning of his act/talk he explained everything he did was simply a 
trick and if we as the audience really knew how he did it, we really wouldn’t be  
impressed. He used this idea to communicate that this is much of the world we 
live in. The world will try to appeal to you with tricks and throw you off with your 
walk with Christ with tempting illusions. However, when we look for the truth 
among tricks, we will find ourselves strengthening our relationship with Christ.
This summer has been exciting for so many different reasons. Our hope is to take 
the momentum we have and use it as we launch forward in to the new school year. 
On a personal note my wife and I have now celebrated 4 years here at FPCG. I 
am not sure where the time went as it seems like we just got here yesterday. The 
reason I believe time has moved so fast since moving here is because Alison and 
I have so much to look forward to. With this being said after prayerful consider-
ation we decided to make Gainesville a more permanent fixture by purchasing 
our home. We can’t think of a better place to settle down and raise a family. We 
look forward to the years to come and thank you for being a big reason as to why 
Gainesville is home more than ever. 
Please continue to keep the ministry in your thoughts and prayers as we look  
forward to another exciting school year before us. Blessings to you all.
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Christian Education Corner - Sunday Happenings
Adults
Young Adults September 11 at 9:30 a.m., we will 
be back in Room 201 of the Christian Education Building. 
We are blessed to have Dr. Bob teaching this semester 
about spiritual formation and spiritual growth, including  
such topics as desire, silence/solitude, prayer, sacred 
reading, body and soul, self-examination, discernment 
for the sake of others, and the “Rule of Life.” Come and 
join us as we grow together in our Christian faith and in our relationships with each other. If you are in your late 20s 
through late 40s with careers and/or families please join us! If you have any questions about this class or this ministry, 
feel free to contact Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org or 378-1527.

Gordon Hoover Class: Second Corinthians
September 4 Chapter 6 Pam Bailey
September 11 Chapter 7 Tim Schubert
September 18 Chapter 8 Bob Bailey
September 25 Chapter 9 Ray Davis

Youth
Youth Connection is for youth in grades 6 through 12. We mainly meet on Sunday evenings 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m., starting with dinner in the Serving Room. We have a time of worship, 
Bible Study, and conclude with games in Gordon Memorial Hall. We are always looking for volunteers 
to cook our meals. Please reference the sign-up sheet located on the Bulletin Board in Gordon Hall. 

Y
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. September 4 N/A No Youth Connection- Labor Day N/A

September 11 5:30 p.m. Youth Connection Serving Room

September 18 N/A No Youth Connection N/A

September 20 6:00 p.m. Girls Night Out Thornbrook Village

September 25 1:30 p.m. Youth Connection Serving Room

Kids
Nursery - The nursery is available every Sunday  
for infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers and 
children through Kindergarten beginning at 9:15 
a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service. 
Kids-4-God - During the 10:55 a.m. worship 
service, children ages four through second grade 
have a special learning and worship time. Chil-
dren are dismissed from the worship service and 
will meet back with their families on the stage 
in Gordon Memorial Hall following the worship 
service. Kids-4-God will not meet on Sunday, 
September 4 due to the holiday weekend. 

Sunday School - Sunday School Classes  
meet on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Christian Education Building. Sunday School 
will not meet on Sunday, September 4 due to the 
holiday weekend. 
Time for Young Disciples - During the 
10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children 
are invited to come to the front of the Sanctuary 
for a children’s lesson. Afterwards, children ages 
four through second grade will go to a structured 
time of learning in Kids-4-God in the Art Room 
(upstairs in the Christian Education Building). 

Su
n

d
ay

 
Sc
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o

o
l 4 Years-2nd Grade  Janine Hubbell and Carol Turner Room 202

3rd - 5th Grade Vicki Sumner and Abigail Schirmer Room 215
6th - 8th Grade Scott Stuart and Sarah Whitfield Room 217

9th - 12th Grade Beth Decker and Derrick Hardin Room 218
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Christian Education Corner - Continued
LOGOS 
This is an after-school, mid-week ministry designed to 
nurture children and youth in Christian discipleship. 
The LOGOS ministry includes development in worship  
skills through five children/youth choirs, growth in 
Kingdom beliefs and values through Bible study, service 
to others before self, and building lasting relationships 
through recreation and a shared meal. This ministry is 
offered throughout the school year, Wednesdays from 
3:45-6 p.m. Dinner is served at 6 p.m. where children,  

 
 
parents, leaders, and church members share a delicious  
meal in fellowship around the table. Leadership involves 
parents and draws in many members of the congrega-
tion with the participation from our college students. 
This multigenerational system is a Christian example 
where the church family comes alongside parents in their  
special responsibility to lead their children to become 
fully developed disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Girls Night Out -this month will be held from 6-9 p.m. on Tuesday, September 20. We will meet 
at Thornbrook Village for a night of beading at Bead All About It and dinner in the same plaza. Friends (girls) are 
welcome! The cost is $15 per person. Please contact Vicki Sumner by Friday, September 16 if you plan to attend.

The Thirty First Annual

Sunday, September 25, 2016 at 5 P.M.
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 100 NE First Street 

Featuring the Choirs of
First Presbyterian Church • First United Methodist Church

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church • Trinity United Methodist Church
Bruce Neswick, Conductor

The Thirty First Annual Festival of Choirs will be held on Sunday, September 25, 2016 at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary of 
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 100 NE First Street. Bruce Neswick will conduct the combined choirs First United 
Methodist, Trinity United Methodist, Holy Trinity Episcopal, and First Presbyterian churches. Having such a large 
ensemble singing hymns and anthems together with participation by the congregations, provides a unique worship 
opportunity for the community.
BRUCE NESWICK is Director of Music at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Portland, Oregon. He was formerly Professor 
of Music in Organ and Sacred Music at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University. Prior to that, he was the Di-
rector of Music at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York City, where he directed the Cathedral Choir of 
Girls, Boys and Adults and had oversight of the musical life of that historic Cathedral.
Active in the field of church music, Mr. Neswick holds the Fellowship degree from the Royal School of Church Music, 
for whom he has conducted several courses for boy and girl choristers. He has served on the faculties of and per-
formed for several church music conferences, including Master Schola, the Mississippi Conference, the Association of 
Anglican Musicians, Westminster Choir College Summer Session, the Montreat and Westminster Conferences of the 
Presbyterian Association of Musicians, the Disciples of Christ Musicians, the Conference of Lutheran Church Musi-
cians, the Sewanee Church Music Conference, Organ Alive! and the Evergreen Conference. A free-will offering will 
be received to benefit Family Promise. For more information please call 372-4721.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Save the Dates:
October 21-23, 2016 PW Gathering of the Synod of South Atlantic - we will spend two nights at Epworth by the Sea 
at St. Simons Island, GA. Worshipping, dining, learning, and sharing with our sisters from Florida, Georgia, and 
South Carolina is a wonderful way to spend a nice fall weekend. Riding up to St. Simons in the vans just adds more 
fun to the sister time. More info to follow soon!
On Saturday, January 28, 2017 we will be hosting the Presbyterian Women of St. Augustine Presbytery. We are  
expecting 150-200 guests from north, south, east, and west. We will need many helping hands on that day. If you are 
willing to share a warm smile, whether you are male or female, young or old, we want you on board.  See Beth Wood 
if you are willing and able. Thank you. Please contact Beth Wood at 337-9687 if you have any questions. 

Meetings
Circle Date Time Place Subject

Mon. Beth Moore Mon. Sept. 12 & 26 9:30 a.m. Room 211 2nd Timothy: Entrusted

3 & 4 Tues. Sept. 6 10:00 a.m. Gordon Hall Who is Jesus?

6 Tues. Sept. 6 12:00 p.m. Parlor Who is Jesus?

5 Tues. Sept. 6 7:00 p.m. TBD Who is Jesus?

Koinonia Wed. Sept 7 10:00 a.m. Oak Hammock Who is Jesus?

Chocolate Lovers Wed. Sept 7 1:30 p.m. Library Who is Jesus?
Weekly PW Study Wed. Sept 7, 14, 21, 28 6:30 p.m. Marilyn Hairston’s Armor of God

Young Professionals TBD TBD TBD Jesus through  
Middle Eastern Eyes

Rawlings Elementary Donations
One delivery has been made to Rawlings, and the donations were very much appreciated.  What does 
the school need now?  Zipper binders are needed. Also, the students wear uniforms, and the school is 
receiving parental requests for help.  The children wear khaki pants or skirts with polo shirts.  New or 
gently used pants or skirts from size 5-6 to adult will be greatly appreciated. The school continues to 
collect boxtops and labels for education.

Local Mission and Service thanks you and will continue to deliver to the school.
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Since the last time First Presbyterian Church hosted homeless children and their families, 
Family Promise has added a full-time case worker. Family Promise continues to move these 
families from homelessness to permanent homes. During their transition, the adults need to 
continue working and the children need to stay in school. That’s how you help Family Promise: 
by volunteering during our host week. At the end of the day, when the adults aren’t working 
and the children are through with school, First Presbyterian will be their temporary home. We 
host families from October 2 to Sunday October 16. Your presence means so much to these 
families. Call Bobra Palmer (371-6128) or Curtis Murphy (281-2004) or speak with them after 
church in Gordon Hall to hear more about how you can help. 

Hospitality

Montreat is a place where many fond memories are 
created every summer. I have attended the worship 
and music conference every summer since 2008, 
thanks to the generosity of the congregation.  I have 
been able to experience many new choir directors, 
new Bible study topics, and many other amazing 
classes. I am able to grow closer to my church family 
as well as to God, and to people from other Presby-
terian churches from around the country.
This year, I enjoyed speaking with the missionaries 
from our congregation, learning about the culture 
that they are surrounded by every day, and how they 
are able to do good in the name of the Lord every 
day of their lives.
Montreat 2016 was an unforgettable week of joy and 
love, and learning about God’s Word in the beautiful 
mountains of North Carolina.  
    - Emma Summers

This year in Montreat, we had the joy of being ac-
companied by the Kraus family. Being the only mid-
dle school girl from First Pres that attends, having 
Anna, who is my age, was extra special for me. The 
entire Kraus family was a lot of fun. Anna’s little 
sister, Sarah, and youngest brother, Jonathan, even 
made me a human jungle gym.
Spending a week with the Kraus-
es, I learned a lot about the 
amazing work they are doing to 
help others, both through hos-
pital work and their kindness 
towards others. If the Krauses 
taught me one thing, it would be 
that no matter how old you are, 
you can make a difference.  
     -Izzy Pratt

Montreat Memories

Montreat Worship and Music Conference Luncheon
Sunday, September 18 at 12 noon in Gordon Memorial Hall

Please join us as we share Memories of Montreat 2016 and say THANK YOU  for your support.
RSVP to 378-1527 or office@1stpc.org by September 14

Cost $5 per person Maximum $20 per family 

Join us for the Montreat Luncheon 
as we share even more memories and remember a week full of 

Grace and Gratitude!
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Thank you for considering ways to give to help Louisiana Flood Relief. 
Here are some details on the ways to give we mentioned in church:

1. Pray. So many families have great needs – physical, 
financial, emotional, spiritual. Please be in prayer in 
the days ahead for those affected directly and those 
who are working to meet their needs. Pray that the 
church will be the church – that Human Needs will be 
met in the name of Jesus so that God is Glorified and 
that people become Disciples of Jesus Christ. As well, 
pray for those who already have a relationship with 
Christ – that they will receive encouragement .

2. Adopt a Louisiana Family – As we men-
tioned, a friend of ours started this Facebook 
page to connect people with families in need. 
You can search through the families and find a 
family whose needs you can meet. If you can’t 
meet all of their needs, that is okay. Also consid-
er partnering with friends or co-workers to meet 
a family’s needs - https://www.facebook.com/ 
adoptalouisianafamily/ 

3. Give financially. We are part-
nering with several churches in 
Baton Rouge to support their re-
lief work. Help us to financially 
support their efforts. Please des-
ignate “Louisiana Flood Relief” as 
you give.

4. Donate gift cards to Walmart/
Sam’s Club and Target. With many 
families having lost all of their be-
longings, these gift cards can be in-
valuable as they restock pantries, 
buy essentials and figure out how 
to live in a “new normal.” These can 
easily be mailed as well as given to 
those we help in October. 

5. Go. We are working on plan-
ning a trip to Louisiana in the 
upcoming weeks to help with 
flood relief work. Consider join-
ing us or supporting these efforts 
financially. Our first group trip is 
planned the weekend of October 
21 – 24.

If you are interested in joining us on the trip or for any other information, please contact Scott Stuart at col-
lege@1stpc.org or Fred Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org. And once again – thanks for your willingness to help!


