
 Sunday, December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
*Joygift Breakfast  

8:45 a.m. Gordon Hall 
$6/adults, $3.50 for 12 and under 

(maximum $20 per family) 

Please RSVP for breakfast  
to 378-1527 or assistant@1stpc.org 

 

Christmas Pageant 
“Calling All Angels” 

Alleluia, Cherub, Junior, Senior 
Choirs and Carol Ringers 

 

Worship 8:30 and 10:55 a.m. 
Joseph, The Model of Submission 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

*The Joygift offering supports the 
assistance programs of the Board of 

Pensions of the Presbyterian Church. 

__________________________ 
 

Tuesday, December 8 
 

Advent Organ Concert 
12:15 p.m. 

Ruth Lewis 
Mark Coffey 

Sunday, December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Worship 8:30 and 10:55 a.m. 

John the Baptist, The  
Model of Compassion 

Luke 3:2-20 
 

Festival of Nine  
Lessons and Carols 

5 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. Pre-Service Music 
Gainesville Brass Quintet 

Jubilate Ringers 
*Live streaming on at www.1stpc.org 

starting at 4:30 p.m. 

__________________________ 
 

Sunday, December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Worship 8:30 a.m. 

The Shepherds, The Model of  
Joy and Proclamation 

Luke 2:8-20 
 

Worship 10:55 a.m. 
Festival of Nine  

Lessons and Carols 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Sanctuary 
Christ Is Born, Alleluia! 

5:30 p.m. Pre-Service Music 
6 p.m. Carols, Candlelight and 

Holy Communion 
 

Jesus, The Model of the  
Sacramental Life 

John 1:1-14 
The service will conclude with  

the congregation exiting into the night  
by candlelight. 

 

*Live streaming on at www.1stpc.org 
starting at 5:30 p.m. 

__________________________ 
 

Sunday, December 27 
First Sunday after  

Christmas Day 
 

Worship 8:30 and 10:55 a.m. 
Wisdom’s House 

Proverbs 24:3 
Rev. Fred Lundy 

VOLUME 13 ISSUE 12 

 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler  

Worship Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship in Iona Chapel • Communion served  

10:55 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
Television Broadcast: Cox Channel 11-Sundays 9-10 a.m. 

Live streaming Sunday 11 a.m. at www.1stpc.org 
352.378.1527•www.1stpc.org 

Nursery available at all 10:55 a.m. and evening services  
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It is with great joy and anticipation that I 
announce to you the decision of our Session to join 
the Transforming Church Network (TCN). The 
decision was made after several years of 
engagement with the Transforming Center in 
Wheaton, Illinois. 

During the September Session meeting, I 
presented the opportunity for the Session to 
consider joining the TCN, an interdenominational 
fellowship of congregations committed to the 
lifelong process of spiritual transformation in 
Christ. The motion was tabled until the October 
meeting. The purpose behind the motion being 
tabled was to give time for the Session to determine 
God’s will in our involvement with the TCN. On 
October 28, the Session addressed the motion again 
and the motion was passed with a unanimous vote. 

In order to clarify what this action means, I want 
to look at our process from three different views: 
Our involvement with the Transforming Center 
prior to the Session action, an explanation to what it 
means to be a member of the Transforming Church 
Network, and a vision of what the future may 
include as we participate in the TCN. 

Our involvement with the Transforming Center 
started two years ago when I read the book, 
Transforming the Soul of your Leadership, by Dr. Ruth 
Haley Barton. The impact of this book was so 
strong in my life, I began to research the 
Transforming Center.  

After prayer and discussion with the Human 
Resource Committee, I joined Transforming 
Community (TC) nine on a two year journey. This 
journey included nine three-day retreats, reading 
thirty six books and writing nine papers. When I 
complete the next paper and finish three other 
books, I will receive a certificate in Spiritual 
Transformation. 

Also Dr. Barton, the founder of the Transforming 
Center came in February, 2015 to lead our Keeter 
Lecture series. There were over 100 people on 
Saturday morning to hear her lectures on Silence 
and Solitude. Before the Keeter Lectures with Ruth, 
there were over eighty people who attended the 
two sessions offered via DVD by Ruth called Sacred 
Rhythms. In January of 2015, our leadership team of 
Mark Coffey, Vicki Sumner, Scott Stuart and your 
pastor attended a staff retreat with the 

Transforming Center.  
The Transforming Church Network is in the 

birthing process. With the action of our Session, we 
will be a charter member church of the TCN. So 
what does this mean?  

The focus and foundation of the Transforming 
Center is Spiritual Transformation. 

 Spiritual Transformation is the process of 
Christ being formed in us; for the glory of God, 
for the abundance of our own lives, and for the 
sake of others. (Please notice how similar this 
definition is to our own purpose statement: 
Glorify God, Make Disciples of Jesus Christ and 
Meet Human Needs.)  

 A Transforming Church is a community of 
men and women gathered around the presence 
of Christ for the purpose of spiritual 
transformation so they can discern and do the 
will of God. 

 The Transforming Church Network is a 
community of churches and leaders who affirm 
that spiritual transformation is central to the 
Gospel and therefore, central to the mission of 
the church. The network exists to provide 
relationships and resources on the journey of 
becoming a transforming church. 

 Network Leaders are committed to: (1) their 
personal ongoing process of transformation in 
this community and (2) these relationships of 
mutual care and concern within an 
environment of shared influence and 
communal discernment. 

How would First Presbyterian Church, 
Gainesville (FPCG) be asked to participate in the 
Transforming Church Network? 

First and foremost: FPCG would commit to the 
goal of being a Transforming Church of men, 
women, youth, and children who aspire to grow 
more like Jesus Christ and to seek God’s will in all 
areas of our life together.  

As Senior Pastor, I would commit to attending two 
retreat meetings a year to meet with other leaders in 
the Network: to pray together, to encourage each 
other, and to share best practices in ministry.  

Network Churches are encouraged—but not 
required—to contribute to the ministry of the 
Transforming Center. 

The goal would be for other staff and lay 
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leadership to participate in a Transforming 
Community.   

How can the Transforming Church Network 
benefit FPCG? 

Committing to this network will clarify our vision 
and focus as a church around the goal of making 
disciples and providing experiences for spiritual 
transformation in Christ. 
 Resources: published materials from 

Transforming Resources, as well as relationships 
with leaders who are on the forefront of this 
movement to establish healthy congregations 
that are focused on people’s spiritual 
transformation.  

 Relationships: At present, we are one of three 
Transforming Churches in Florida (along with 
Venice Presbyterian (PCUSA), and Pillar 
Community Church in Vero Beach).  I believe 
this may lead FPCG to become a teaching 
congregation with Kingdom impact—beginning 
right here in our Presbytery.  

 Identity: Our affiliation with the Transforming 
Church Network communicates our church’s 
priorities and our commitment to the larger 
Kingdom of God. 

Lastly, let me share a vision of what the future 
may look like as a church in the TCN. At this point, 
I can see us continue the journey we are already on 
by including, but not limited to the following for 
consideration. Again, these are possibilities for us to 
discern as we journey together. They are as follows: 
 Continue to offer the Sacred Rhythm DVD series 
 Create small group study of the book by Ruth 

Barton, Life Together in Christ: Experiencing 
Transformation in Community 

 Wednesday night prayer time during Lent 
 Christian Education classes of deeper study on 

the Sacred Rhythms. 
 A staff retreat with a focus on spiritual growth 
 Participation with other TCN churches in 

Florida to share and grow together 
 Provide an opportunity for our session to 

participate in a discernment retreat. 
The potential in front of us is incredible. Please 

pray for your Session, staff, each other and pastor 
as we take this journey together. 

 

In preparation for Advent, Christmas and Epiph-
any, we are recommending two books for your ad-
vent devotional study. Follow the Story is a brief,  
2-minute devotions for Advent. Internationally re-
nowned theologian, author and educator Marva J. 
Dawn leads readers in a refreshing and  
insightful way step-by-step through the events of 
the amazing story of the birth of Christ, who came 
to rewrite the ending to our human history that we 
might live happily ever after in heaven with him., 
Dr. Dawn serves as Teaching Fellow in Spiritual 
Theology at Regent College in Vancouver, BC,  
Canada, and is a popular speaker at seminaries, 
conferences and church assemblies the world over. 
This book is only available as an e-book. 

Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas, is a  
series of devotions for the season. 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them . . . —John 17:18  

 

God sent Christ at 
Christmas. In turn, 
Christ sends us into the 
world to be his hands 
and feet, head and 
heart. Dynamic pastor 
Jorge Acevedo leads us 
on a 5-week Advent 
journey to discover 
how, where, and why 
we are sent. Joining him on the journey are four 
young clergy including Jacob Armstrong, Rachel 
Billups, Justin LaRosa, and Lanecia Rouse, who 
challenge us through story, art, and Bible study. We 
have hard copies of “Sent” in the church office for 
$8 or you can purchase it online.  

As we look forward to 2016, let’s not lose sight  
of the wonderful ministries we all look forward to  
during Advent and Christmas. Connie and I wish 
each of you the joy of the First Christmas.  

Advent Devotions 
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It seems as though when October arrives, time 
seems as though it flies like no tomorrow. One day I 
was looking at my calendar planning a leadership 
retreat with my students, the next thing I know I am 
wishing my students a very Merry Christmas. 
While it may not be Christmas just yet I do want to 
take a minute to slow down and celebrate our trip 
the Panhandle.  

You may have noticed I was not in church on 
November the 15th. The reason for my absence 
revolved around a service project with Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance. The Pensacola area received a 
tremendous amount of flooding about two years 
ago. Consequently many people are still without a 
home or continue to live in unsanitary conditions. 
Upon hearing about the damage in the Panhandle at 
a Presbytery meeting I set out to encourage my 
students to take a weekend to help serve in any way 
we could.   

The students rose to the challenge and 10 of us left 
to help, not knowing what project would await us. 
Saturday morning we arrived on the scene ready to 
receive our marching orders. We were greeted by 
our project manager Chad Beasley who not only 
gave us a list of things we would be doing for the 
day, but he was also gave us some insight on the 
house we worked on. Mr. Beasley explained the 
area we were working in received roughly two feet 
of rainfall in one day. Due to the drainage not being 
able to handle that much flooding, the water sat 
there causing the drywall, electric, carpeting, 
roofing, and so much more to be destroyed.  

When we arrived our job was to paint the inside of 
the house, put down laminate flooring, install new 
doorknobs on, set in a toilet, and reroof a portion of 
the house. While Mr. Beasley knew we wouldn’t be 
able to finish everything he had a great heart and 
attitude towards our labor. He constantly assured 
us to work hard and get as far as we could. Though 
we didn’t finish all of our projects we were able to 
complete 90% of the painting, install in doorknobs, 
and finish the roofing. 

At one point my students and I got into a 
conversation about the definition of “Success.” I 
assured them there is more than one way to define 
such a word. Seeing their hard work, determination, 
skills, and positive attitude I conveyed to them that 
our trip was successful. Though we may not have 
completed every task put before us, my students 
joined the larger piece of a puzzle often not seen. 
With all of the groups that came before us, my 
students work, and the groups to come, sooner or 
later the house we worked on will once again be 
more than a house, it will soon be a HOME again.  

Join me in prayer for Mrs. Thomas that she may be 
able to move back in her home soon and begin 
creating new memories.  

Our Scripture for the weekend as we were 
working came from Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you 

do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men.” Amen!!!    

Missing Items  
 

If you have borrowed items from the kitchen or 
the church, please return them as soon as possi-
ble…no questions asked. We are missing sheet 
pans, dishes (plates), and many other items. We 
are also missing chairs and tables, so if you have 
any of these items that you haven’t brought back, 
please do so now. If you have tables or chairs and 
cannot transport them, let the church office know 
and we will pick them up. It is very important all 
items are returned as we enter the holiday season 
and there are lots of activities taking place. Please 
remember if you borrow items from the church, 
let our Business Manager, Trudy Bonerba, know 
so we can assure all items are returned.  

 

 

Handbell Concert 
 

Carol and Jubilate Ringers 
 

The Village Ballroom at the Tower Club 
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 
 

7:00 p.m. 
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Music  

2015-2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
300 SW Second Avenue 

Gainesville, Florida  

Advent Organ Concert 
 

Ruth Lewis 
Mark Coffey 

 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

12:15 p.m. 

Christmas Joy Gift Breakfast 

On Sunday, December 6, as part of the Joy Gift 

Breakfast, the Alleluia, Cherub, and Junior Choirs 

will present the Christmas Pageant. “Calling All 

Angels” embraces the Annunciation, the season of 

Advent, and the birth of our Savior. As the musical 

begins, the Angel Gabriel, as God’s messenger, is 

given the awesome assignment to think of a way to 

announce to the whole world that the Holy Child 

has been born. Gabriel hears a “heavenly choir” 

rehearsing and asks them to come up with a way to 

announce the King’s birthday. Come and see how 

the heavenly choir announces to the world the birth 

Advent – “arrival” or “coming” (per “Sent: Deliv-
ering the Gift of Hope at Christmas” by Jorge 
Acevedo). 

Advent – “in its historical origins, the season of 
Advent was patterned after the season of Lent, a six
-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter. 
Similarly, the four weeks of Advent present an  
opportunity for communal discernment and  
personal examination, as the church prepares to  
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with 
hope for Christ’s return.”  

While these definitions help us understand the  
intention of Advent or what it should be, interest-
ingly, only we can determine what Advent will 
look like for our families.  

We can all see the great anticipation in the children 
in our lives as they await Christmas morning. This 
can serve as a reminder for all of us of the  
importance of anticipation. Advent helps us to 
“wait well” for the celebration of the birth of our 
Savior in the weeks leading up to the day we  
celebrate when “The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us” (John 1:14, NIV).  

For some of you, maybe Advent has been such a 
part of December that you remember it right along 
with decorating the Christmas tree, putting out the 

Nativity, and making your house the envy of Clark 
Griswold. 

For others, maybe Advent is something new to 
you. If so, I invite you to enter in to this season and 
learn about the ways our church marks this  
importance season of our faith. I know our family is 
excited about our first Advent season as church 
members.  

May we be intentional to recognize that this birth-
day party is a big deal. May we set time aside to be 
reminded of His love for us. His mercy toward us. 
And His grace unto us. May we, like the Peanuts 
gang, all hear the words of Linus and our Lord, 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11, KJV). 
May we intentionally spend these upcoming weeks 
allowing the Holy Spirit to prepare our hearts for 
God’s Son to change us to be more like Him and 
may the same Spirit lead us to help others to do the 
same. 

  To Him alone, 



Glorify God - Music                                Page 6 

Thank you to all who ordered sweetie pies. All proceeds  
benefit the 2016 Montreat Worship and Music Conferees. 
Thank you to the following sweetie pies who made over 1,000 
pies this year:  

Thank You For Your 

Continued Support! 

For the past 30 years children, youth 
and adults from First Presbyterian 
Church have attended the Presbyterian 
Association of Musicians’ annual 
Worship and Music Conference in 
Montreat, North Carolina.  The week- 
long conference begins with a worship 
service on Sunday evening for the 1200 
conferees from Presbyterian Churches 
nationwide.  Daily classes begin on 
Monday and are designed to enrich 
understanding and develop skills in the 
corporate worship of the church.  Each 
conferee attends worship, choir, Bible, 
handbells, Orff, dance and one elective 
course each day.  The impact of this 
week at Montreat is far greater than the 
knowledge gained at the conference.  
The benefits of living, worshiping, 
praying and playing together in 
community for a week are life-
changing. 
 

This week is made possible, in part, by 
Operation Sweetie Pie. For the past 16 
years, members of First Presbyterian 
Church have gathered in the kitchen 
and rolled, fluted, filled and baked over 
10,000 pies! Their contribution of time 
and talent is vital to the ministry and 
mission of First Presbyterian Church.  
The 50 children, youth and chaperones 
that will be attending the conference in 
Montreat next summer are grateful that, 
because of the commitment of our 
volunteers, they will spend a week 
singing and praying in the hills of 
North Carolina.  First Presbyterian 
Church is blessed to have so many 
dedicated volunteers. 

Veterans’ Day Concert and Dinner 
The congregational care committee would like to thank the 

many volunteers who helped to make this year's 3rd annual 

Veterans Spaghetti Dinner a success. The Concert for a Cause 

raised$ 2883 for the St Francis House Special thanks goes to our 

chef for the event, Taylor Dukes, and the Great Outdoors  

Restaurant in High Springs. We could not have done it without 

you! Thanks to Carol Israel for her management skills and the 

delicious pies which were a huge hit this year. Thanks to the 

college students who helped set up and decorate. Thanks to 

Marylou and Tim Schubert who made a great welcome 

sign. Thanks to all the servers including the Youth Connection 

and to those who collected the money at the door. Thanks to 

Dick Rauber who did it all: assisted in the kitchen, served and 

helped to clean up.  

Kim Ball Carol Israel Susan Roland 
Lorraine Barber Glenn Israel Kat Samala 
Tracey Barnett Eunice Knowlton Dean Schoenfeld 
Holli Best Fred Lewis Orene Schoenfeld 
Genie Boothby Evelyn Lewis Mary Lou Schubert 
Ginny Craig Carol McCoy Tim Schubert 
Karen Coffey John Netardus Barbara Smith 
Rachel Coffey Laura Netardus Sandra Snyder 
JoAn Couden Lindsey Neumann Eva Teuton 
Deb DesForges Coleen O’Brien Ragen Tillery 
Mary Jo Deichler Marjorie Pedrick Kris VanSickle 
Lorie Drewke Patty Petrich Talana VanSickle 
Marilyn Hall Brenda Pickens Talia Vazquez 
Carol H-Christiansen Jerry Poe Kate Vellis 
Mark Hill Doug Pratt Bev Vloedman 
Patti Hill Kama Rasmussen-Li Jennifer Williams 
Janine Hubbell Chris Riggs Beth Wood 
 Sandra Roberts Libby Wood 

The Montreat Committee invites you  
to shop for stocking stuffers at the  
Christmas table in Gordon Hall. All 
proceeds benefit the children and youth 
who will attend the Montreat Worship 
and Music Conference next summer. 



The choirs of First Presbyterian Church celebrate 
the Advent season with a Festival of Nine Lessons 

and Carols on Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 5 
p.m.  The congregation is invited to come, to sing 
and hear lessons and carols for Advent and 
Christmas showing the development of the loving 
purposes of God as seen through the windows and 
words of scripture.  At 4:30 p.m. The Gainesville 
Brass Quintet and First Presbyterian Jubilate 
Ringers  present seasonal music.   

Music to be sung by the choirs includes “A Carol 
of Adoration” by E. Pettman, “The Truth Sent from 
Above” Arr. R. Vaughan Williams, “Joy to the 
World” by Aaron David Miller, “Joys Seven” Arr. 
Stephen Cleobury, “Joseph and Mary to 
Bethlehem” by John Horman, “Shout Ye Exultant  

this Day of Salvation” Christmas Oratorio by J.S. 
Bach, “In the Bleak Midwinter” by  Harold Darke, 
and “Ding! Dong! Merrily on High” Arr. Mack 
Wilberg  

Carols by the choirs, congregation, and brass 
include "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” and “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful.”  

This Festival is patterned on the annual Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols of King’s College, 
Cambridge, the backbone of which has remained 
virtually unchanged since it originated in England 
during the Victorian period. The Festival begins 
with the hymn “Once in Royal David's City” sung 
by a single treble voice, joined by choirs and 
congregation.  

Advent Calendars for Children 
 

The Christian Education Committee is providing  
children with an Advent Calendar to prepare for Christmas. 
Each day of Advent has a sticker and scripture reading to 
go over with your children. The calendars were handed 
out at the Advent Workshop, but if you were unable to 
attend or missed out please pick one up in the church  
office.   

Music 

2015-2016 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
300 SW Second Avenue 

Gainesville, Florida  

 

Festival of Nine  
Lessons and Carols 

 
Sunday, December 13, 2015 

5 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 
10:55 a.m. 
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College Cafe 
 

College Students, are you hungry?   
Join us after the 10:55 a.m. Worship Service on  

Sundays for a FREE home cooked meal.  

Trajectory 
 

College Students, join us at Trajectory every 
Wednesday night at 7:30 for  

a night of Bible Study, Fellowship, and Fun  
located in Gordon Hall.   

College Ministry 
 

If you have any thoughts or questions, please 
contact Scott Stuart at college@1stpc.org  

Horns and Pipes Concert 
Thank you to all who attended the Horns and Pipes  
concert on November 22. The concert-for-a-cause offer-
ing, supporting the First Presbyterian Church Choral Schol-
arship Fund, totaled $1575. Thanks to the UF Brass En-
sembles and Chancel Choir for the magnificent concert. 

mailto:college@1stpc.org
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During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, children age 4 through 
2nd grade have a special learning and worship time in the Art 
Room.  Children are dismissed from the worship service after 
the Time for Young Disciples for a structured time of learning 

about Christ…while having fun ! 
 
 

Let Our Focus Be on Jesus Christ! 
Philippians 2:1-2 

 
During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship 

service, all children are invited to come to the 
front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.  

After the lesson the children then go to a 
structured time of learning in Kids-4-God. 

December 6 Joy Gift Breakfast No Sunday School Class 
December 13 Gospel of John Chapter 9 Ray Davis 
December 20 Christmas Party No Sunday School Class 
December 27 Gospel of John Chapter 10 Sue Kossuth 

Nursery 
The nursery is available every Sunday for infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers and children through 
Kindergarten beginning at 9:30 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service.  
 

Gordon Hoover: 
 
 
 
 

 

Present Word:  “Acts of Worship,”  Unit 1:  In Awe of God 

             Children & Youth Sunday School:  

 

Youth Connection: There will only be one week of Youth Connection in December due to the many 

church events taking place throughout the month. We look forward to seeing you on December 6th for our 
Christmas Party and hope you have a wonderful Christmas. 

We will meet the first three Wednesdays of December and then take a two week 
Christmas break. LOGOS is looking forward to Christmas Caroling and pizza on 
Wednesday, December 16th. We hope to see you there! 

December 6 Joy Gift Breakfast No Class 
December 13 Acceptable Offerings Leviticus 22:17-25, 31-33 
December 20 Dedication of Firstborn Exodus 13:13-15; Luke 2:22-32 
December 27 Christmas Break No Class 

December 6 Joy Gift Breakfast No Sunday School 
December 13 Regular Sunday School Meet in classrooms 
December 20 Combined Sunday School Meet in Art Room 
December 27 Christmas Break No Sunday School 
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Presbyterian Women Circles 

 
 

 
 

Save the Dates 
 
January 29, 2016 PW Gathering of St. Augustine Presbytery at Palms Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville 
Beach.! We will take a van over on Saturday morning and if there is enough interest we may take one 
over on Friday night to turn this gathering into a mini-retreat. More information will follow the begin-
ning of January. 

October 21-23, 2016 PW Gathering of the Synod of South Atlantic - we will spend two nights at Epworth 
by the Sea at St. Simons Island, GA. Worshipping, dining, learning, and sharing with our sisters from 
Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina is a wonderful way to spend a nice fall weekend. Riding up to St. 
Simons in the vans just adds more fun to the sister time. More information will follow in the spring. 

Circle Date Time Place Subject 

Circles 3 & 4 Tuesday, Dec. 1 10:00 AM Gordon Hall Come to the Waters 

    Lesson 4 

Circle 5 Tuesday, Dec. 1 7:00 PM Carol Israel’s Home Come to the Waters 

    Lesson 4 & Cookie Swap 

Circle 6 Tuesday, Dec. 1 Noon Church Parlor Old Testament with 

    Amy Jill-Levine 

Chocolate Lovers Wednesday, Dec. 2 1:30 PM Conference Room Come to the Waters 

    Lesson 4 

Koinonia Wednesday, Dec. 2 10:00 AM Oak Hammock Come to the Waters 

    Lesson 4 

Monday Beth Moore: will resume in January    

     

Wed. Beth Moore: Wednesday, Dec. 2, 16 5:45 PM Room 211, 2nd floor Beth Moore: The Patriarchs 

     

Young Professional Sunday, TBD 12:30 PM Room 207, 2nd floor Henri Nouwen: The Return 
of the Prodigal Son 

For more information concerning the new study for the Young Professional Women, please contact  
Allison Van Denend at 561-308-4480 or by email at agoodhawkins@gmail.com 

Christmas Hospitality—We have purchased all the parking on the first floor (before the turn-do not 

go through the gate) at the Continuum for the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on December 13 from 3-

7 p.m. and also for Christmas Eve from 4-8 p.m.  Also available is the grass lot to the east of our parking 

lot.  Please utilize these less visible parking areas so that guests and latecomers may use the big lot.  
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Take a Poinsettia to a friend 
If you ordered poinsettias for the Christmas Eve 
service and do not plan to take it home, please 
consider donating it to a member who may be 
unable to worship with us.  If you can assist 
delivering the poinsettias, it would be greatly 
appreciated. The names and addresses of these 
members will be available on the shelf outside the 
entrance to the office from Christmas Eve through 
the following week. 

Christmas poinsettias - December 13 Deadline 
Poinsettias are available for purchase for the Christmas season for a family member or in 
remembrance of a family member or friend.  During the Christmas season the Chancel and 
Gordon Hall will be filled with poinsettias.  The poinsettias are $12.50 each;  to purchase one, 
please fill out the form below and place in the offering plate or in the church office by December 
13. The poinsettias that are purchased will be available to take on Christmas Eve after the service. 
*****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****     *****      
Poinsettias Given By:  _________________________________________ 
In Honor of:  _________________________________________ 
In Memory of:  _________________________________________ 

 

 

 

We are prepared for First Presbyterian's version of Hope for the Holidays. For those of you who 

have claimed a tag, remember to purchase the items, SECURELY ATTACH THE TAG TO YOUR 

UNWRAPPED GIFT, and return before December 13. This is a rewarding family service project 

of the Local Mission and Service Committee, and we appreciate everyone who brings joy to the 

families we are helping this Christmas season. 

Record of Contributions 
We will be mailing contributions statements in December for the current pledge year July 2015 to June 2016 
as of November 30th.  This statement is for your records to show where you stand with your pledge and 
only shows general budget and capital campaign contributions.  Taxable contribution statements listing 
all contributions for the calendar year 2015 will be sent out UPON REQUEST in January 2016. We can 
email or postal mail your statement, but you must request us to do so.  Remember to send in your 

contribution before December 31, 2015 if you want it credited for the tax year 2015. The front office may 
close early on December 31st, so if you intend to hand-deliver your contribution, please do so before 1 p.m. 
Please call the church office and speak with our Business Manager, Trudy Bonerba if you have any 
questions. You may also email her at business@1stpc.org.  You may call or email your request for your 
taxable contribution statement for 2015 at any time. They will be sent out in mid January if requested.  

Church Triumphant 

Peggy Gresham, October 29, 2015 

Alma Mosley, December 2, 2015 

 Births 
 
 
 

Duke Ellis William Moses, August 18, 2015 

Gideon Robert Porter,  November 25, 2015 
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 Sunday, December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
*Joygift Breakfast  

8:45 a.m. Gordon Hall 
$6/adults, $3.50 for 12 and under 

(maximum $20 per family) 

Please RSVP for breakfast  
to 378-1527 or assistant@1stpc.org 

 

Christmas Pageant 
“Calling All Angels” 

Alleluia, Cherub, Junior, Senior 
Choirs and Carol Ringers 

 

Worship 8:30 and 10:55 a.m. 
Joseph, The Model of Submission 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

*The Joygift offering supports the 
assistance programs of the Board of 

Pensions of the Presbyterian Church. 

__________________________ 
 

Tuesday, December 8 
 

Advent Organ Concert 
12:15 p.m. 

Ruth Lewis 
Mark Coffey 

Sunday, December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Worship 8:30 and 10:55 a.m. 

John the Baptist, The  
Model of Compassion 

Luke 3:2-20 
 

Festival of Nine  
Lessons and Carols 

5 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. Pre-Service Music 
Gainesville Brass Quintet 

Jubilate Ringers 
*Live streaming on at www.1stpc.org 

starting at 4:30 p.m. 

__________________________ 
 

Sunday, December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
Worship 8:30 a.m. 

The Shepherds, The Model of  
Joy and Proclamation 

Luke 2:8-20 
 

Worship 10:55 a.m. 
Festival of Nine  

Lessons and Carols 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Sanctuary 
Christ Is Born, Alleluia! 

5:30 p.m. Pre-Service Music 
6 p.m. Carols, Candlelight and 

Holy Communion 
 

Jesus, The Model of the  
Sacramental Life 

John 1:1-14 
The service will conclude with  

the congregation exiting into the night  
by candlelight. 

 

*Live streaming on at www.1stpc.org 
starting at 5:30 p.m. 

__________________________ 
 

Sunday, December 27 
First Sunday after  

Christmas Day 
 

Worship 8:30 and 10:55 a.m. 
Wisdom’s House 

Proverbs 24:3 
Rev. Fred Lundy 
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler  

Worship Sunday 
8:30 a.m. Worship in Iona Chapel • Communion served  

10:55 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
Television Broadcast: Cox Channel 11-Sundays 9-10 a.m. 

Live streaming Sunday 11 a.m. at www.1stpc.org 
352.378.1527•www.1stpc.org 

Nursery available at all 10:55 a.m. and evening services  
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December Bugle 
2015 

A special Christmas Joy Offering will be collected to 
help support the assistance programs of the  

Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church. 

 

 

 

8:45 a.m., Sunday, December 6 

Gordon Hall 

We invite  you to attend our annual Christmas 
Joy Gift Breakfast and Pageant. A full  
breakfast will be served. The cost is $6 for 
adults and teens and $3.50 for children 
twelve years and under, with a maximum 
cost of $20 per family. The children and 
youth will present a Christmas Pageant  
immediately following the breakfast. Join us 
for this First Presbyterian Church tradition.   


