
As We Gather 
Sunday 

 

March 2, 2014 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

Cross Words: Forgiveness 
Luke 23:32-38 

 

March 5, 2014 
Ash Wednesday 

Mark 10:46-52 
 

March 9, 2014 
First Sunday in Lent 

Daylight Saving Time 

Cross Words: Salvation 
Luke 23:32-43 

 

March 16, 2014 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Cross Words: Affection 
John 19:25-27 

 

March 23, 2014 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Cross Words: Anguish 
Mark 15: 33-35 

 

March 30, 2014 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Cross Words: Suffering 
John 19:28 

Dear Friends, 
 

For years during the season of Lent I have heard many followers of Jesus 
Christ talk about their decision to give up certain things for this holy 
season.   
 

To embrace the true meaning of the Lenten journey we are not only to give 
up things but we are to take on things.  The things we are to give up are 
the things that hinder our spiritual transformation.  The things we are to 
take on are the things that will enhance our spiritual transformation.  
 

In the above paragraph there may be a term that is new to you: spiritual 
transformation.  The term is becoming more and more familiar in 
Christianity as a way of defining ones spiritual growth practices and 
process.  
 

Spiritual transformation is the process of being conformed to the image 
of Christ to the glory of God for the good of others."         

 
The movement and growth in one’s spiritual transformation is a process.  
Unfortunately in an instant world, a world of microwaves and super-fast 
broadband internet we expect the same in the process of our spiritual 
transformation.  

Continued on page 2... 
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Becoming an Olympic Athlete is a process. Becoming a world class musician is a process.  Becoming a 
gifted artist is a process.  Becoming one conformed to the image of Jesus Christ is a process.   
 

As we approach Lent there are several ministry provisions here at First for your journey of spiritual 
transformation that will assist you in conforming to the image of Christ to the glory of God and for the 
good of others. 
 

The Ash Wednesday service will be on Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.  This is a 
service of ashes, communion and the commitment to the church's observance of the Lenten season. These 
six weeks are set apart for the purpose of drawing closer to God and seeking him with greater intensity.  
 

Another offering for Lent is the book recommended by our Worship Committee: God is on the Cross: 
Reflections on Lent and Easter, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Copies are available in the church office for $12. 
 

A study is also being offered on Sacred Rhythms.  The same class will be taught on Sunday or Wednesday 
each week providing two opportunities to attend.   
  

The schedule is as follows: 
March 9 and March 12  Desire: Longing for More in the Spiritual Life 
March 16 and March 19 Solitude and Silence:  Creating Space for God 
March 23 and March 26 Lectio Divina:  Encountering God in Scripture 
March 30 and April 2 Honoring the Body: Flesh and Blood Spirituality 
April 6 and April 9  The Examen:  Bringing My Whole Self to God 
April 27 and April 30 A Rule of Life:  Cultivating Your Own Sacred Rhythms 
 

There are two books for the class: Sacred Rhythms: Arranging Our Lives for Spiritual Transformation and 
Sacred Rhythms: Spiritual Practices that Nourish Your Soul and Transform Your Life, Participants Guide.  They 
are available in the church office for $7 and $9 respectively. 
 

Our worship during the seven Sundays prior to Easter will be on Cross Words, the seven sayings of Jesus 
from the cross.  They are as follows: 
March 2 Cross Words:  Forgiveness   Luke 23:32-43 
March 9 Cross Words:  Salvation Luke 23:32-43 
March 16 Cross Words:  Affection John 19:25-27 
March 23 Cross Words:  Anguish Mark 15:33-35 
March 30 Cross Words:  Suffering John 19:28 
April 6 Cross Words:  Victory John 19:30 
April 13 Cross Words:  Contentment Luke 23:44-46 
 

Two other traditional services before Easter will be Maundy 
Thursday on Thursday, April 17th at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary.  The service will include Communion.  
Maundy means mandate and comes from the words of our Lord in John 13:34-15.  “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
 

The Good Friday service will be held on Friday, April 18th at 7 pm in the Sanctuary.  To complement the 
sermons on the seven cross words we will have a service of Scripture, readings and music around the 
seven last words of Jesus.   
 

My prayer for the Church of Jesus Christ here at First is for each of us to engage in a journey of spiritual 
transformation as a process of conforming to the image of Christ to the Glory of God and for the good of 
each other. 
 

I am praying for transformation,   
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It seems old Punxsutawney Phil got it right this past Groundhog Day when he said, “A  
Super Bowl winner I will not predict, but my weather forecast you cannot contradict, why 
that’s not a football but my shadow I see, six more weeks of winter it must be.”   
 

While it may say, “spring semester” on the college calendar it appears we 
are going to have to wait a few more weeks for that glorious weather Florida is so famous 
for.  No worries on this end though, as we are just marching right along with a full sched-
ule in front of us.  As previously mentioned our hope this semester is for the college stu-

dents to engage in a few service opportunities this semester.  A couple of weeks ago the college students 
started off with the opportunity to serve dinner at our very own LOGOS.  Our goal was to start off serv-
ing many of those who have served us and to be an example to our elementary, middle, and high school 
students.  We wanted to set a tone for the younger generation that it’s not only cool to serve, but that one 
can have fun while doing it.  Though I can’t speak for everyone it seemed as though everybody had a 
great time as we served up some giant “Moe’s” style burritos.   
 
Our next opportunity for service will come in a few weeks as we are set to cook dinner at St. Francis 
House.  For many of my students this will be the first time to St. Francis House as well as the first time 
serving dinner at a homeless shelter.  My hope is that God will open up not only the 
minds and hearts of the people that we serve but also my students.  I have found in 
my experience when we take these opportunities to serve others, we are the ones that 
walk away with the blessing, for  
Jesus reminds us, “It is more blessed to give than receive.” 
 
Thank you all for your support and prayers, we look forward to keeping you posted, blessings to you all.  

           Trajectory  

 
College Students, join us at Trajectory 
every Wednesday night at 7:30 for a 
night of Bible Study, Fellowship, and 

Fun located in Gordon Hall.   
If you have any thoughts or questions, 

please contact Scott Stuart at  
college@1stpc.org  

College Cafe 

College Students, are you hungry? 
Join us after the 10:55 a.m. Worship 
Service on Sundays for a FREE 
home cooked meal.  

PARKING UPDATE!  The paved lot behind the Scissors building 
is available for us to park in on Sundays until further notice.  We 
have also contracted with Park on the Fly who owns the first floor 
parking in the Continuum garage just west of the Bellsouth build-
ing.  They will provide the 38 parking spots on the bottom level, 
accessed from 2nd Avenue, to us for a reduced cost from 9:30-12:30 
on Sundays up to and including Easter Sunday, April 20.  As a re-
minder, the small grass lot just east of Second Avenue is our prop-
erty and also available for parking. It is not necessary to have a 
decal for any of these parking areas.   
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Mark Coffey will present a concert in the 
sanctuary on Sunday, March 16 at 4 
p.m.  Included on the program are Chorale 
Fantasy on “Ein Feste Burg” by Aaron 
David Miller, Trois Pièces by César Franck, 
Fantasy and Fugue in G Minor, BWV 542 
by Johann Sebastian Bach, Benedictus by 
Max Reger, and Prélude et Fugue sur le 
nom d’Alain by Maurice Duruflé.  

 

 

Thank you to all who attended the Concert 
for a Cause on Sunday, February 9         
presented by the University of Florida 
Symphony Orchestra.  The offering, which 
will benefit our Niger missionaries Drs.  
Susan and J. Kraus totaled $2,479. 

Elizabeth La Rue will present a Voice 
Recital on  Sunday March 30, at 3 p.m. 
in the sanctuary.  Elizabeth LaRue  is a 
senior at the University of Florida and 
will graduate this spring with degrees 
in Political Science and Music.  
Elizabeth has been attending First 
Presbyterian Church in Gainesville 
since her freshmen year and has had 
the pleasure of singing with the  
Chancel Choir this past year. On  
Sunday March 30th at 3:00 she will 
present her senior recital in the  
sanctuary as the culmination of her 
voice studies.   Elizabeth is a student 
of Dr. Brenda Smith. 

Music 
2013-2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
300 Southwest Second Avenue 

 

Mark Coffey 
 

Organist 

Sunday, March 16, 2014 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
Music camp is being offered July 7-11 for children 
entering Kindergarten through ninth grade in the fall.  
The day camp begins at 9 a.m. and concludes at 1 p.m.  
Activities would include: worship, choir, Orff or 
handbells, crafts and recreation.  After camp care is 
available.  The cost is $50 per child.  Please contact 
Mark Coffey at music@1stpc.org, Carol McCoy at 
piatnek@ufl.edu or contact the church office at  
378-1527 for more information. 
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March 2 Luke Chapter 8 Jed Keesling 

March 9 Luke Chapter 9 Bob Bailey 

March 16 Luke Chapter 10 Rev. Dr. Eddie Soto 

March 23 Luke Chapter 11 Perry Foote 

March 30 Luke Chapter 12 Pam Bailey 

Nursery The nursery is available every Sunday for infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers and children 

through Kindergarten beginning at 9:15 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service. Nursery will also be available 
for the Ash Wednesday service starting at 6:15 p.m. through the end of the service. 
 

Gordon Hoover (Room 115, 9:30 a.m.) Visitors and New Members are welcome. Come learn with us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Word (Room 211, 9:30 a.m.)   Jesus’ Fulfillment of Scripture; Unit I: Jesus and the Davidic 

Covenant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Odyssey (Room 207) The Faith Odyssey class will meet weekly throughout March. For more 

information please contact Jim Garlington jcg@bellsouth.net or Betsy Berry betsyberry03@hotmail.com. 
 

Sacred Parenting (Library) In this six-session bible study, Sacred Parenting, we will look at parenting, 

moving beyond raising great children to becoming more holy as a person. What if one of God's primary 
intentions for you as a parent isn't about successfully raising perfect children, but about you becoming 
more holy? Sacred Parenting illustrates how God can transform lessons in raising children into 
opportunities to grow in the image of Christ. The six-week study will begin Sunday, March 2.  Discussion 
will be led by Jon and Alison Cannon and Jason and Erin Rife.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Alison Cannon at alisonwcannon@gmail.com or 352-226-8495.  
 

Children and Youth Sunday School Sunday School Classes for Children and Youth meet on 

Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education Building. There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
held on Sundays, March 23 and March 30 due to Spring Break. 

March 2 An Eternal Kingdom 2 Samuel 7:4-16 

March 9 Son of David Psalm 89:35-37; Isaiah 9:6-7;  
Matthew 1:18-21 

March 16 Peter’s Report Psalm 110:1-4; Acts 2:22-24, 29-32 

March 23 Worthy Is the Lamb Revelation 5:6-13 

March 30 Triumphant and Victorious Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1-11 

Sunday, March 9 or Wednesday, March 12 
Desire: Longing for More in the Spiritual Life 

 

Sunday, March 16 or Wednesday, March 19 
Solitude and Silence: Creating Space for God 

 

Sunday, March 23 or Wednesday, March 26 
Lectio Divina: Encountering God in Scripture 

 

Sunday, March 30 or Wednesday, April 2 
Honoring the Body: Flesh and Blood Spiritually 

 

Sunday, April 6 or Wednesday, April 9 
The Examen: Bringing My Whole Self to God 

 

Sunday, April 27 or Wednesday, April 30 
A Rule of Life: Cultivating Your Own Sacred Rhythms 

 

Sacred Rhythms 
Led by Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 

 
Sunday from 9:30-10:30 a.m.  

and then repeated the following  

Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Classes are held in Room 201 

mailto:jcg@bellsouth.net
mailto:betsyberry03@hotmail.com
mailto:alisonwcannon@gmail.com
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Thank you to everyone who made this fundraiser a success!  We had 25 delicious soups and raised 
$1,815 for Gainesville Community Ministry.  A special thank you to all who contributed, helped serve 
and to the following for making soup on Sunday: Lorraine Barber, Tammy Bleeker, Mary Jo Deichler, 
Janine Hubbell, Carol Israel, Evelyn Lewis, Margaret Lingg, Carol McCoy, Laura 
Netardus, David & Martha Osmun, Nancy Morris, Bob Overton, Dick Rauber, Julie 
Ray, Jason & Erin Rife, Chris Riggs, Eleanor Samuels, Scott Stuart, Carol Turner, Kate 
Vellis, Bev Vloedman, Ray & Carolyn Whitworth and Beth Wood. 
 
 

If you (or your children) are between the ages of 3 
years and early 20’s, come on over to First Presbyterian 
Church on Wednesday afternoons for our wonderful 
children/youth mid-week ministry.  
 

Enjoy Bible study, worship skills, recreation, and   
family dinner as we become disciples of Jesus Christ. 
For questions, please contact Vicki Sumner at 378-1527 
or children@1stpc.org.  
 

There will be NO LOGOS on Wednesday, March 26 due to Spring Break. 

Youth Connection 

Youth Connection is for youth in middle and high school.  We meet from 5:30-7:15 p.m. on Sundays. 

We share a meal together, discuss how our faith affects our lives and actions, and conclude with fun 

and games. This month we will not meet on Sunday, March 9 due to the Handbell/Youth Tour 

and Sunday, March 23 due to Spring Break. We hope to see you at Youth Connection! If you 
have any questions please contact Vicki Sumner at 378-1527 or children@1stpc.org.  

During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited 
to come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.  After the lesson the children are invited to go 
to a structured time of learning in Kids-4-God or Little Kids-4-God. 
 
 

During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, children age 4 through 3rd grade have a special 
learning and worship time beginning at 11:20 a.m.  Children are dismissed from the 
worship service after the Time for Young Disciples for a structured time of learning 
about Christ…while having fun !  Kids-4-God or Little Kids-4-God will NOT be 
held on, March 23 and March 30 due to Spring Break. 

 

Let Our Focus Be on Jesus Christ! 
Philippians 2:1-2 



March Presbyterian Women Circles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Circle Date Time Place 

Chocolate Lovers’ Circle  March 5 1:30 p.m. Conference Room 

Circles 3 and 4 March 4 10 a.m. Gordon Hall 

Circle 5 March 4 7:30 p.m. Wendy Garlington’s 
home 

Circle 6 March 4 Noon Church Parlor 

Beth Moore Evening Bible 
Study 

Each  
Wednesday 

5:30 p.m. Library 2nd Floor 

Koinonia March 5 10 a.m. Oak Hammock 

Presbyterian Women                                                           Page 7 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (PW) NEWS: 

The Beth Moore Day Circle wrapped up on February 24th.  Watch the worship guide and the Bugle for the 
start of their next study.  They normally meet bi-weekly on Mondays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

A Circle is a group of women who meet on a regular basis for Bible study, mission work, and fellowship.  
Some circles meet monthly and others meet weekly or bi-weekly. If you would like to join a Circle or have 
questions about Circle Meetings, please contact Beth Wood at Beth.6302@yahoo.com or 352-418-8573.  

Circle 6 meets  
Tuesday, March 4 at noon   

We begin a DVD Great Courses 24-lesson 
study, “The Old Testament” by Dr. Amy-Jill 
Levine, University Professor of New Testa-
ment and Jewish Studies, E. Rhodes and Leona 
B. Carpenter Professor of New Testament 
Studies, and Professor of Jewish Studies at 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School and the 
College of Arts and Sciences. She observes: 
"The Old Testament is endlessly fascinating 
because it offers everything to explore: myth, 
saga, and history; tragedy, comedy, and farce; 
economics and politics; literature and poetry of 
surpassing beauty; court intrigue and prophet-
ic morality; heavenly miracles and sometimes 
heavenly silence; questions of theodicy; an-
swers that satisfy and answers that may not; 
destruction and rebuilding; despair and hope."  
Please contact Beth Wood at 
Beth.6302@yahoo.com or 352-418-8573. 

 

 

Sunday, April 6 – Presbyterian Women 
Birthday Luncheon in Gordon Hall after the 
11 o’clock service 

Chocolate Lovers' PW Circle will meet at 

1:30 on March 5 in the small conference 

room near the kitchen.  Chocolate treats by 

Linda Donaldson and Nancy Moore.  To join 

in, contact Linda Donaldson @ lindamdon-

aldson@gmail.com.  

Did you know?  Wondering when that next 
meeting is scheduled for?  The church calendar is 
available to view online at www.1stpc.org.  Click 
on Inside FPC, then Calendar. 

mailto:Beth.6302@yahoo.com
mailto:lindamdonaldson@gmail.com
mailto:lindamdonaldson@gmail.com
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If you have ordered an Easter lily and do not plan to take it, it can be delivered to a homebound  
member.  This is a wonderful way to spread the love and blessings of Easter to those who 
cannot attend church.  If you can help in delivering lilies, it would be greatly  
appreciated.  The names and address of our homebound members will be on the shelf 
outside the office on Easter Sunday and during the following week.  The church office is 
closed Monday, April 21st. 

Hendon Memorial Water Wells 
Lack of clean water is a global problem.  1 in 8 people, nearly 900 million worldwide, lack safe drinking 
water. Clean water is essential for health. According to the World Health Organization, 80% of all world 
sickness is attributable to unsafe water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene. Each day, about 5,000 
children die from diarrheal diseases related to unsafe water.  However, every $1 invested in improved 
water access and sanitation can lead to an average of $12 in economic returns.  $20 can provide clean wa-
ter for one person.  Through the Gospel for Asia Jesus Well Mission, $1200 can build a well for a village. 
Gospel for Asia places wells in villages with missionaries, to teach the word of God to inhabitants and 
satisfy their spiritual thirst (John 4:14).  During the 2012 Lenten Season, Pastor Larry Hendon organized 
the First Presbyterian children and adults to raise the funds for five Jesus Wells through the Gospel for 
Asia mission. It is our goal for 2014 Lent to honor Pastor Larry’s memory, by funding at least two more 
wells. If you would like to participate, you may place a donation in the offering plate, and designate to 
the Hendon Memorial Water Well fund.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Application forms for the Kirkpatrick family, J. Wayne Reitz, John R. Greenman, William K. “Bill” 

Robertson, Ruth Maren and Charles and Mary Ross scholarships are available in the church office or 

by email at business@1stpc.org.  The deadline for submission of the application, transcripts and two 

letters of recommendation is Monday April 15, for support during the 2013-2014 academic year.  

Nicaragua To Go 

Plan now for a pulled pork and bun, creole cabbage salad and macaroni and cheese dinner after church on 
Sunday, March 16.  Tables will be set up to eat in or you can take your dinners to go.  The suggested dona-
tion to benefit the Nicaragua Mission Trip is $7.50.  Please order your dinner by calling the church office 
at 378-1527, Bev Vloedman at 377-9559 or email dvloedman@aol.com or fill out the tear-off slip below and 
place it in the offering plate. 

  *****          *****          *****          *****          *****          *****      
Nicaragua Dinner-to-Go 

Name : ___________________________________ 
Number of Dinners: 
Eat in: ______  Take out:______ 
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Personnel Committee Report 

Current committee members included Heather Hardin, Penny Jones, Michael Kitchens, Franklin Lentz, 
Sandra Olinger, Margaret Weech, Dusty Walters, and Judy Crews, Chairperson. 
 

This was a great and very productive year for our committee!  Our mission is to provide support and 
counsel to all employees of First Presbyterian Church.  We have a very dedicated and hard-working staff 
which supports our mission in the church. 
  

Our first accomplishment in 2013 was to add Eddie Soto to our church staff as Parish Associate.  He has 
been so helpful to our Senior Pastor by visiting our shut-ins, teaching a class, preaching, and becoming 
very involved in the weekly activities as well as our committees. 
  

Brittany Rivers was hired as office assistant and has relieved Vicki Sumner of many duties in the office 
and communication area.  As a result Vicki now can devote all of her time to children's ministries as the 
Director of Childrens Ministries. 
  

Cordera Ferguson requested his status be changed to part time.  Raynard Mack was made Head Sexton 
and Rainbow Chambless was added to our custodial staff on a part time basis.   
  
Kama Rasmussen-Li returned as Associate Organist replacing Shawn Thomas. 
  
We added Kelly Hill and Christian Antwi to assist with LOGOS and College Trajectory.  Kelly also assists 
Mark Coffey. 
  
Preschool Director Lisa Hershkowitz and her staff continue to lead our Christian-based program for 75 
children.  Dr. Coffey orgainzed a "preschool choir" of 3-5 year olds from the preschool and they made 
their 
debut worship service in early December.  
  
In the fall, we mailed Ministry Evaluation Forms to select church members who have some contact with 
each of our staff requesting their evaluation of our staff's performance.  We had a good response with 
high evaluations and many complimentary remarks on the services rendered.  Included were some  
constructive suggestions for improvements or changes which we have reviewed.   
  
Each of our staff has a mentor from our committee, who visits and counsels with them frequently to  
continue and encourage them in their responsibilities to our church. 

 
If you are graduating from high school, please let us know your plans for  
after graduation.  Those of you that are graduating from college please let us 
know what your degree is in and what your plans are for after graduation.   
 
E-mail children@1stpc.org or call the church office at 378-1527. 
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March 2014 Bugle 

ASH  
WEDNESDAY 

March 5, 2014 
6:30 p.m.  

What Do You Want Me To Do For You? 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 


