
As We Gather Sunday 
 

May 4, 2014 
Third Sunday of Easter 

The Three R’s 
Ecclesiastes 12:1-12  

Scott Stuart 
 

May 11, 2014 
Forth Sunday of Easter 

For Such a Time as This 
Esther 4:12-14 

 

May 18, 2014 
 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Stewardship: Good 
Measure 
Acts 1:1-8 

 

May 25, 2014 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Jesus Loves Me This I 
Know 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
  

Dear Friends, 
There are two key aspects about the early New Testament Church that 
I believe are true for First Presbyterian Church of Gainesville.  They are 
our unparalleled potential within us and the unparalleled 
possibilities before us.  The potential of the resources within this 
congregation are unparalleled in recent history.  Also the future is full 
of unparalleled possibilities.  Both the potential and the possibilities 
will be fulfilled through our unselfish giving. 
 

Jesus gave us an idea about measuring fullness in Luke 6:38, “Give, 

and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you."  What are the steps to 
finding the fullness of God in the arena of the resources of our lives?   
“Give, and it will be given to you.” 

Give: an interesting word that speaks a command in the imperative mood 

which means it is a must.  We are called to give.  This verb is also in the 

present tense making it a continuous action.  Giving is ongoing, which 

suggests that generosity is to be a way of life for the believer.  When we give it 

brings joy and pleasure, not a burden.  When we give there should be an 

eternal perspective.  Giving should always be framed in the proverb, “it is 

more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35b)     
 

This teaching if internalized in our lives moves us to a life of giving over a life 

of getting.  Understanding a basic fact of God’s economy that he owns it all 

helps us to be less possessive of what we have and more willing to give.  1 

Chronicles 29:11 “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and 

the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and 

earth is yours.”                                                                -Continued on Page 2 
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Another part of this idea of giving is that giving is an act of worship.  This is not only a biblical view it is also part of 

our Presbyterian worship called the offering.  The Christian life is an offering of one’s self to God. In worship the 

people are presented with the costly self-offering of Jesus Christ, are claimed and set free by him, and are led to 

respond by offering to him their lives, their particular gifts and abilities, and their material goods. Book of Order W-

2.500 
 

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.   

It is important to measure.  In the movie Hoosiers the coach of the team for the small Indiana town is played by Gene 

Hackman.  He has a difficult time but his team makes it to the state championship.  When they arrive at the huge 

basketball arena his small town boys are in awe of where they will play.  The coach pulls a tape measure out of his 

pocket and asks one of the smaller players to stand on the shoulders of one of the taller players.  He hands the tape 

measure to the boy on the top and asked him to drop the tape down and then asks another player to announce to the 

team the distance of the basket from the floor.  He announces ten feet.  A genius move by the coach to help them to 

know the building may be big but the basket is the same height.  Measuring correctly can help us to keep things in the 

proper perspective.      
 

It is important to measure correctly.  Brown sugar should be spooned into the measuring device and packed firmly to 

eliminate any air pockets. After it is firmly packed it can be leveled with a straight edge, such as the back edge of a 

knife.  When we measure brown sugar in this way we have it running over.  This is a full measure.  In our giving to 

God we are called by God to measure a full measurement…pressed down, shaken and running over.    
 

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."   

This means that by our giving we build the measure that will be used for giving back to us.  Our own measure is used 

to measure back to us.  It is the measure we bring to God and he will fill it, fill it to overflowing.  When we give 

nothing we do receive the blessing and when we give much we will receive vastly more.  
 

In 1999, Kevin Stephan of Lancaster, New York, was a bat boy for his younger brother's little-league baseball team. 

During one game, a player who was warming up accidentally hit Kevin in the chest with a bat. Kevin fell to the 

ground, unconscious. His heart stopped beating.  "All I remember," Kevin says, "is that, all of a sudden, I got hit in 

the chest with something, and I turned around and passed out."  
 

Fortunately, a nurse whose son played on the team was able to revive him. Kevin and his family later learned that the 

nurse, Penny Brown, was supposed to be at work that night but had been given the day off at the last minute. 

The story doesn't stop there, however.  Seven years later, in January of 2006, Penny Brown was eating at the Hillview 

Restaurant in Depew, New York, when she began to choke on her food. 
 

"The food wasn't going anywhere, and I totally couldn't breathe," said Penny. "It was very frightening." 

Patrons began screaming for someone to help. One of the restaurant employees—a volunteer firefighter—ran out 

from the back. He wrapped his arms around the victim, applied the Heimlich maneuver, and saved the woman's life. 

When the emergency was over, the patron and employee recognized each other. The person who saved Penny's life 

was 17-year-old Kevin Stephan, the same boy whom Penny had saved seven years earlier. 
 

In this season of stewardship let us all, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 

you."     
 

When you receive your pledge card for the budget year of 2014-2015 respond out of your potential remembering the 

possibilities we have together when we give a full measure. 

 

Expectantly, 

 

 

P.S.  Let me thank you in advance for returning  

 your pledge card before June 1st.     

Birth Announcement 
Rivers Marie Rentz 

April 18, 2014 
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While fall is generally a busier season for most students due to the hype of football and 
school starting back up, our spring has not let up.  It was our hope to concentrate on some 
key service opportunities throughout this semester.  I briefly mentioned last month that we 
would be hosting a Taiwanese outreach for many of our international students.  I am happy 
to say that everything went splendidly. 
 
The heart behind our event was to give our international students a 
chance to enjoy some authentic familiar food as well as hear the Gospel 
message in a simple way.  One of the ideas communicated to me over 
this past year is that those who grew up in the church know who Jesus is 
and what he did for us.  With this being said we gather together and 
study Scripture as though we already know the back story.  For many of 
our international students they barely know the name Jesus.  One of my 
Taiwanese students put it to me this way, “for many of my friends coming to Bible study it 
is like placing someone in Calculus without having learned arithmetic.”  With this in mind 
we knew something had to be done.   

 
After speaking to some of my international and American students we 
decided to host a traditional Asian dinner.  I kindly explained that I have 
cooked a lot of dinners, but I have no idea what to prepare,  so I turned to 
Gary and Joseph.  Gary was the master chef for the day; he planned the 
menu while I worked on a Gospel presentation.  We started this 
operation days in advance by preparing over a 120 dumplings.  When 
everything was finished we had everything from dumplings, radish 

soup, a cold noodle bar, stir fry, sausage rice, and bubble tea.  This meal not only gave our 
international students a chance to feel at home, but for our American students to have a 
taste of a different culture. 
 

While the students ate dinner this gave me a chance to present a simple Gospel message.  I 
equipped my talk with slides so that they could follow along easier.  I tried to wrap 
everything up with four main points.  I shared with them that God loves us and has a plan 
for our lives, but due to sin and separation we can’t experience God through our own 
efforts, this is why Jesus came to the world to die for our sins, however, it’s not just enough 
to know it, we have to receive His love into our hearts. 
Overall the night went great.  We played some games, socialized for a few hours, and had 
some great discussion afterwards.  Our hope is that this will continue to 
spark conversation, create new friendships, and most of all lead people to a 
personal relationship with Christ.  Please continue to pray for us we finish the 
rest of the school year and get ready to launch into the 
summer. 
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Montreat Worship and Music Conference 2014 

Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen 
June 14-21, 2014 

The theme of this year’s conference is Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen.  The 
conference theme will be reflected daily in the conference worship services 
and in the abundant variety of classes that are offered. As children of God and 
believers in Christ our Montreaters will come together seeking rest, renewal, 
inspiration and support in a community of faith. 
 
The Worship and Music Conference begins with a worship service on Sunday 
evening for the 1000 conferees from Presbyterian Churches nationwide who 

will attend the week-long conference. Classes that are designed to enrich understanding and develop skills 
in the corporate worship of the church begin on Monday morning. Each conferee attends worship, choir, 
Bible, handbell, Orff, dance and one elective course. Opportunities for relaxation and for physical activity 
abound in and around Montreat. Swimming, hiking, tennis, paddle-boating, and rock-hopping are among 
the many recreational activities available. We are blessed to be able to gather each day as a family of 50 for 
a delicious lunch and dinner.  Evening activities include a talent show, an organ recital, and a hymn        
festival. The conference concludes on Friday evening with a concert featuring each of the different choirs.  
The impact of our week at Montreat is far greater than the knowledge gained at the conference. The        
benefits of living, worshiping, praying and playing together in community for a week are life-changing.  

Become a Noteworthy Sponsor 
 
Please become a Noteworthy Sponsor. Each conferee pays $350 for the conference    registration and food. 
In addition, each conferee is responsible for their "fair share" of $150 for housing and transportation. The 
children and youth earn their fairshare by participating in fundraising events held throughout the year. 
The church budgets $8,600 towards the cost of housing and transportation. This year our goal for          
fundraising for Montreat housing and transportation expenses is $25,000. To date, we have raised $10,206 
through sweetie pies, Homecoming Parade Parking, and the Downtown Art Festival Parking.  You may 
visit the Noteworthy Sponsor table in Gordon Hall after worship or place a check in the offering plate with 
the memo for Montreat Noteworthy Sponsor or send a check to the church office. 

Join the Summer Choir 

Too busy to attend choir rehearsals on Thursday 
evening?  Consider singing with the summer 
choir!  Rehearsals are held on Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 a.m. in the choir room.  Summer Choir 
begins May 18th and ends July 13th.  Auditions 

are NOT required!  The anthems are selected to 
match the abilities of those in attendance.  
Become a part of the music ministry at First 
Presbyterian Church.  For more information, 
please contact Mark Coffey at 378-1527 or 
music@1stpc.org. We look forward to seeing you 

on May 18th! 

 
 
 
 
Music camp is being offered July 7-11 for  
children entering Kindergarten through ninth 
grade in the fall.  The day camp begins at 9 a.m. 
and concludes at 1 p.m.  Activities include:  
worship, choir, Orff, handbells, crafts and  
recreation.  After camp care is available.  The cost 
is $50 per child.  Please contact Mark Coffey at 
music@1stpc.org, Carol McCoy at  
piatnek@ufl.edu or the church office at 378-1527 
to register your child. 
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Montreat Worship and Music Committee report 
 

Accomplishments in 2013-2014 
Registered 19 children and youth, 5 college, and 11 adult chaperones for the 2013 conference as well as 16 
adult conferees.  Conferees participated in daily worship, choir, instrumental ensembles, Handbells, and 
Bible Study. 
 

Skills learned and developed at the Worship and Music conference not only enhance individual growth 
but is shared with the congregation throughout the year. 
 

The Montreat Worship and Music Conference builds a strong community at First Presbyterian Church. 
Skills, relationships, memories, and the strength of discipleship and leadership become life skills that stay 
with each individual long after the days spent at Montreat.   
 

Raised $18,412 towards the goal of $23,000 for the 2013 Conference expenses. ALL FUNDRAISING    
DOLLARS ARE FOR HOUSING AND TRANSPORTATION. Each conferee is responsible for the tuition 
($253) and food ($70).  Adult conferees registration fee is $393. 
 

The dedicated members who chaperone our children and youth give of their time, talents, and resources 
in this cherished piece of God’s world.  Montreat provides a lifelong connection for our children and 
youth, not only to them as individuals, but to their relationship with our church. Thank you to all who 
make this amazing gift possible.                                   
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Cyndie Williams, 
Committee Chair 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
On SUNDAY MORNING, JUNE 8, in the sanctuary our NIGER MEDICAL MISSION will 
be featured in a plenary meeting of the Sunday School classes and all the  
congregation.  Our missionary doctors, visiting from Africa Susan Falzone Kraus, M.D. 
and James Aaron Kraus, M.D. will report on their recent years of service at the SIM Galmi 
Hospital.  Meet the Kraus missionary children: Anna, Samuel, Sara, and Jonathan.  The 
photo presentation "Krauses and Camels" will open your eyes to Christian medicine on 
the Sahara Desert in French West Africa.  Meet the missionaries in person! 

Congratulations to the 2014  
Confirmation Class: 

Cameron Blevins, Chris Cobb, Rebekah Allen 
and William Lavery received into membership 
by the Session on April 23rd and  
presented to the congregation on April 
27th.  Please take a moment to seek out our  
newest members and congratulate them in the 
coming days.  

Fellowship  
Dinner 

 

May 15 at 6pm  
 

in Gordon Hall 
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During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service,  
all children are invited to come to the front of the 

Sanctuary for a children’s lesson.   

 
 

 

Children ages 4 through third grade  
are invited to a time of worship and  

learning in the Art Room during  
the 10:55 a.m. worship service.  

 

We will all meet together for our last three  
sessions and conclude our semester on May 18.  

 

Please contact Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org, 
if you have questions or want to get involved. 

 
 

The nursery is available every Sunday for  
infants (starting at 6 weeks), toddlers,  

and children through Kindergarten beginning 
at 9:15 a.m. through 10:55 a.m. worship. 

 

 
LOGOS is ending the year with a pool party on 

Wednesday, May 7 at 3:30 p.m. at Westside Pool.  
For more information, please contact  

Vicki Sumner at 378-1527 or children@1stpc.org. 

 
 
 
 

Our Children and Youth Sunday School classes 
will finish this school year on Sunday, May 18. 

 
We look forward to finishing strong with you  

the first three Sundays of May. 

 
 

Gordon Hoover: (Room 115) All are welcome to join us!  Come and study with us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Present Word: (Room 211)  This class is studying “Jesus’ Fulfillment of Scripture”; Unit III Jesus’ Use of 

Scripture.  Explore these Scriptures with us in this interactive class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Odyssey: (Room 207) Faith Odyssey Sunday School Class will resume its study of The Old Testament 

and the development of Judaism on Sunday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m. 

May 4 Luke Chapter 16 Rev. Dr. Eddie Soto 

May 11 Luke Chapter 17 Bob Bailey 

May 18 Luke Chapter 18 Jed Keesling 

May 25 Luke Chapter 19 Scott Stuart 

May 4 “Jesus Resists Temptation” Deuteronomy 6:13-16; Matthew 4:4-11 

May 11 “Jesus’ Mission on Earth” Luke 4:14-21 

May 18 “Jesus Teaching on the Law” Matthew 15:1-11, 15-20 

May 25 No Class-Memorial Day; Summer hiatus  



Youth Connection girls are  
invited to attend our monthly 
Girls Night Out! This month it 
will be held from 4-7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 14. Plan to 
meet in the church office. Plan to 
bring $10 to help with the cost of 

our event and dinner. RSVP to Vicki Sumner, at  
378-1527/children@1stpc.org, by Monday, May 12. 

  

  
  

We would like to congratulate our high school and college graduates.  First Presbyterian Church  
is proud of your great achievement and we pray that God will continue to bless your future!  

 

Please join us on Sunday, May 4 at the 10:55 a.m. worship service as we recognize our graduates and 
have a reception for them in Gordon Memorial Hall following the service. 

 

High School Graduates 

Dayna Duffy 

Brittany Olinger 

Will Oliver 

Adam Ray 

Derek Ward 

Daniel Williams 

College Graduates 

Erick Crow 

Beth Decker 

Caroline Fjeldheim 

Elizabeth LaRue 

Sydney Moore 

Jennifer Poe 

Jacob Stephens 

Joey Young 

 
 

Youth Connection is hosting a breakfast  
to celebrate our High School Graduates on  

Sunday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m. in Gordon  Hall.  
We will have breakfast, recognize our graduates 
and spend time in fellowship with one another. 

Please let Vicki Sumner, children@1stpc.org  
or 378-1527, know if you plan to attend. 

The Great Escape is for 
rising 6th - rising 9th 
grade students to build 
relationships within our 
church group while at 
camp from July 21-26.  
The youth will spend 

their days participating in activities such as horseback 
riding, ropes courses, rock climbing, swimming,  
canoeing and more. The cost has been subsidized by the 
church budget making the cost $200 per camper. The 
deadline to sign up is July 6.  Feel free to visit the camp 
website, www.ycmhome.org, or contact Scott Stuart, at  
378-1527 or college@1stpc.org, for more information. 

Youth Connection is heading 
to Hilton Head Island, SC 
from July 13-18 for a week of 
fun at the beach.  Students 
will build relationships  
within our church group 
while experiencing small 
groups, seminars, worship and teaching that will 
challenge them to go deeper in their faith with 
Christ. This trip is designed for rising 9th-rising 12th 
graders. The deadline to sign up is July 6. The cost 
has been subsidized by the church budget making 
the cost $200 per camper. Visit the camp website, 
www.ycmhome.org, or contact Scott Stuart, at  
378-1527 or college@1stpc.org, for  information. 
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Presbyterian Women Circles 

Circle Date Time Place 

Circles 3 and 4 May 6 Plans Pending Call Coleen 376-8199 

Circle 5 May 6 7 p.m. Carol Israel’s Home 

Circle 6 May 6 Noon Church Parlor 

Chocolate Lover’s Circle May 7 1:30 p.m. Conference Room 

Koinonia May 7 10 a.m. Oak Hammock 

These will be the last meetings until we resume in September.  Please watch the summer Bugle and 
Worship Guide announcements for any summer activities that may take place.  We are still working on 
confirming our evening to serve dinner at the Ronald McDonald House.  If you are interested in  
helping, please see Beth Wood. 

 
Mother’s Day Carnations 

 
On Mother’s Day, May 11th, members of the Congregational Care     
Committee will be distributing carnations before the 8:30 and 10:55 
services.  The carnation can be carried or worn, a red   
carnation to honor your mother or a white carnation in memory  or 
honor of your mother Boutonnieres will be available for gentlemen.   

Save the date – Saturday, August 23rd – Regional Presbyterian Women lunch at our 
church.  Time to be announced later. 

If you were unable to attend the Birthday Luncheon on April 6th, please know you 
were missed.  Between the luncheon and our April circle meetings we raised $772.00 
for the Blue Corn Mother's Alliance Shelter in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Thank you ladies and guests.  We collect this  
offering every spring to give thanks to God for each year we 

have lived. Presbyterian Women thanks you for your generous hearts and longevity.  
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Worship Committee Annual Report 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS YEAR 

 Continued dynamic preaching from Dr. Shettler, Pastor Eddie and Scott.   
 Continued radio broadcast and one-week delayed television broadcast.  The committee discussed with 

Frank Counts streaming video for live computer broadcast with Frank Counts.   
 Kama Rasmussen-Li was hired as associate organist. 
 Hyun Ji Son approved as organ intern. 
 Awarded Choral scholarships to  Joshua Neumann, Andrew Netardus, Elizabeth Osmun, Erick Crow 

and Ben Williams.  These individuals have been vital to the ministry of music. 
 A Preschool choir was established, rehearsing weekly and participating in worship 3-4 times per 

year.  This has been an excellent outreach to the preschool families. 
 Steven Hayner, president of Columbia Theological Seminary was this year’s Keeter Lecturer and 

was  very well received. 
 Met with Vi Asmuth from the Sanctuary Guild. 
 Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols presented twice and very well received.  It is becoming a Christ-

mas tradition must-see for many in the community. 
 Advent devotional “Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam “ and Lenten devotional “God is on 

the Cross” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer were well received by the congregation. 
 Carol Hayes-Christiansen established an endowment for handbell maintenance. 
 Gainesville Community Band Concert for a Cause raised $1,900 for St. Francis House. 
 UF Orchestra Concert for a Cause raised $2,749 for the Kraus missionaries. 
 Veterans Concert and spaghetti dinner raised $1,932 for St. Francis House and Arbor House 
 Ruth Haley Barton has been contracted as Keeter Lecturer, 2015. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Brian Decker, chair, Worship Committee 
 
Committee members include Earle Pickens, Jane Correll, Kate Vellis, Paula Criser, Marilyn Ast,  
Missy Lentz, Archie McCormick, Brian Decker, Dr. Coffey and Dr Shettler. 

The Easter Offering of this year goes Family 
Promise  Gainesville (formerly IHN).  We raised 
$2,271.  We are currently looking for someone 
with a heart for this program which houses tem-
porarily homeless families in our church for two 
weeks out of the year.  We need a coordinator to 
replace Roy Huntsman who has done this job 
wonderfully.  Please call the church office or 
Orene at 339-0100 if you feel called to do this 
hands on job.   

 

 

On behalf of Christian Education and 
Global Missions, we thank you for 
your generous donations to the   
Hendon Memorial Water Well 
Fund.  During this Lenten season, you 
gave $2,938.  This allowed for us to 
build 2 wells in honor of Pastor  
Larry.  As part of the Gospel for Asia 
ministry, wells will be placed in  
southeastern Asia  
villages, in  
conjunction with a 
Christian missionary. 

Church Triumphant 

Jennifer Dunlap March 24, 2014 

Kenneth “Bob” Swinford April 15, 2014 

Kathryn Mondini April 18, 2014 
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May 2014 Bugle 
Happy 

 
Annual Lewis Lake Party 

 
 

We’ve fired up the barbie 
In hopes you’ll appear! 
Chicken and Ribs 
You’ll find it all here! 
 

Bring your swimsuit, towel 
Your Sunscreen and gear 
A dish to share and all your good cheer! 
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Fun for all ages!  Join us for swimming and fellowship!  Water activities  
will include paddle boating, canoeing and swimming.  

Please bring lawn chairs and drinks for your family  
and an appetizer, salad, veggie or dessert to share! 

Map is available in the May Bugle  
(online at http://www.1stpc.org/ifpc-bugle.html)  

 
Please do not bring jet skis or pets. 

 
Please RSVP by Wednesday, May 7. 

For reservations or directions, contact Carol Israel 


