Epiphany Sunday • January 3, 2021
Glorify God, Make Disciples of Jesus Christ, and Meet Human Needs
Gathering
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Virtual Prelude
Words of Welcome
Prelude

We Three Kings

V. Stephenson

A Christmas Prelude

C. Callahan

* Call to Worship
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
* Hymn 150

As with Gladness Men of Old

Dix

Confession and Pardon

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
O God, our guide, who once used a star to lead people to Christ, we confess our poor sense of
direction. We let ourselves become confused, easily distracted, and lose our way. We fail to
follow the signs you provide. Forgive our waywardness, O God. Lead us to the Christ so that
we may follow his way to you. Now, O Lord, transform us as we continue our confession in
silence.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Friends, Believe the Good News of the Gospel.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
* Act of Praise
Gloria Patri
Hymn 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Word
Prayer of Illumination
Old Testament Reading

Numbers 24:15-19 (NRSV)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem

OT pg. 143
Brightest and Best

P. Sjolund

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; Star of the east, the
horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; low lies his
head with the beasts of the stall. Angels adore him in slumber reclining; Maker, and Monarch, and Savior of all. Shall
we now give him, in costly devotion, gifts of incense and off’rings divine, gems of the mountain and pearls of the
ocean, myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? Vainly we offer the rarest oblation; vainly with gifts would his
favor secure; richer by far is the heart’s adoration; dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. Alleluia! Brightest and
best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; Star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Time for Young Disciples
(Children will remain seated with their families for the Time for Young Disciples.)

Vicki Sumner
Page 1

* Hymn 151

We Three Kings of Orient Are

Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV)
NT pg. 2

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Kings of Orient

Epiphany

Scott Stuart

Prayers of the People

* Affirmation of Faith

Responding

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
* hymn 147

Sending
The First Nowell

The First Nowell

* Benediction

Today in Worship
Worship Leaders: Jenny Chamberlain, Scott Stuart, Vicki Sumner
Director of Music and Organist: Dr. Mark Coffey
Associate Director of Music and Organist: Mitch Rorick
Sound: Frank Counts
Video: John Rayl, Dylan Tillery
Quintet: Alanna Parfait, Alexis Vellis, soprano; Daemyung Hyun, tenor; Andrew Netardus, baritone
Clarinet: Andrew Netardus
Joyful Carol Ringers: Danie Alexander, Austin Ball, Jonathan Ball, Kim Ball, Emmy Barat, Marin Best, Kaylee
Bleeker, Tammy Bleeker, Jenny Chamberlain, Mark Coffey, Breezy Dowling, Mimi Gray, Kate Lundy, Eli Moore,
Andrew Netardus, Bette North, Andrew Osmun, John Rayl, Beth Wood, Mary Mac Zeigler
Trumpet: Randolph Lee, Joseph Jamerson; Horn: Everett McConn; Trombone: Charles Propper; Tuba: Robin Sisk
The Rose on the Baptismal Font is given to the glory of God and with joy and thanksgiving to announce the
birth
Page of
2 Clara Rose Mears on December 23, 2020. She is the daughter of Ken and Heather Mears and sister to
Parker and Madeline.

Old Testament Reading

Numbers 24:15-19 (NRSV)
So he uttered his oracle, saying: “The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of the man whose
eye is clear, 16 the oracle of one who hears the words of God, and knows the knowledge of the
Most High, who sees the vision of the Almighty, who falls down, but with his eyes uncovered:
17
I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near—a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter
shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the borderlands of Moab, and the territory of all the Shethites.
18
Edom will become a possession, Seir a possession of its enemies, while Israel does valiantly.
19
One out of Jacob shall rule, and destroy the survivors of Ir.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV)
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is
to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from
them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
1
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Glorify God
Christmas Celebrations: The Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols and the Christmas Eve Worship service are
still available to watch on our YouTube channel along
with the archive of worship service videos.

Make Disciples of Jesus Christ
Children’s Worship Guides: Print and Digital versions
of our children’s worship guides are available for your
use as you participate in worship. Links to the digital
version can be found in the Weekly Invite emails
from the church. We encourage your family to discuss
worship together - even if you don’t use the guide.
Weekly Dose of Digital Discipleship: Stay informed and
connected to the ministries of our church with a Weekly
Dose of Digital Discipleship. This email goes out on
Sunday mornings and provides weekly devotionals,
reflective readings, mission opportunities, and other
helpful information for ways to stay connected during
this time of social distancing as an act of loving our
neighbors. Want to join the email list? Please contact
Vicki Sumner at children@1stpc.org.
College Trajectory Bible Study is meeting on Zoom.
For more information, please email Scott Stuart at
college@1stpc.org.
Young Adult Ministry: We are meeting regularly via
Zoom. For more information on Young Adult Ministry
or specifically on these meetings, please email Fred
Lundy at youngadult@1stpc.org.
The Gordon Hoover Class is Zooming on Sundays at a
new time of 9:00 a.m. Connect by phone or computer.
Everyone is welcome! This Sunday is Luke 1. If you
are interested in joining, please contact Perry Foote at
palbertfoote@gmail.com.

Meet Human Needs
Let Us Remember in Prayer and Correspondence:
Marilyn Ast, Melda Bassett, Jayne Fox, Lib Harrer,
Emily Hoyer, Don Koons, Elizabeth Miller, and Theral
Moore. Our men and women in the services: Ashley
Dace, Trinity Gilkey, Brian Hill, Matt Roland, Emily
Snook, and Dan Williams; and first responders: Nick
Gonzalez, Joe Mueller, and Paul Samala. Essential
worker: Bill Clark.
Online Contributions can be made through your
computer or smart phone. Go to 1stpc.org and click
the red Pushpay icon. Give to the General Budget or
specify the designated ministry in the memo section.
Text Contributions, bill pay through your bank, and
electronic funds transfers are also options. Contact
Trudy Bonerba at business@1stpc.org if you have any
questions.
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