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As We Gather

February 5, 2012
Youth Sunday

February 12, 2012
Jabez: The Prayer with

Four Petitions
Acts 12:1-17

February 19, 2012
Transfiguration of the Lord
Communion
Peter, James, John
Mark 9:2-9

February 22, 2012

A Matter of the Heart
Joel 2:12-17

February 26, 2012
First Sunday in Lent

Encounters With Jesus:

Demon Possessed Man
Mark 5:1-17

First Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler
Associate Pastor: Rev. Larry Hendon

= : Sunday Worship
> CC=>) §:30 a.m. Iona Chapel/ Communion

: 10:55 a.m. Sanctuary
980 AM and Pulse 101.7 FM
Broadcast Sundays 11 a.m.
352.378.1527-www.1stpc.org

Welcome New Members
We are glad you're here!!!

Boyce White
November 6, 2011

Carlie Chatman
December 11, 2011

Dan and Paddy Blalock
December 13, 2011

John and Sandra Roberts
January 15, 2012

When the New Testament was translated into Eskimo language, there
were sometimes no corresponding words from the Biblical concepts.
For example, the Bible says the disciples were filled with Joy on seeing
Jesus. But since there is no word for joy in the Eskimo dialects, the
translators had to find another way to express the passion of the
passage. In their research, they discovered one of the most joyful

times of the Eskimo families is when the sled dogs are fed in the
evening. The dogs came barking, yelping, running about wagging
their tails furiously. The children squealed with delight and the
neighbors too became part of the happy commotion, an altogether
joyous time.

The translators chose to use that particular event to convey the
meaning of the Biblical passage. As a result, when the passage was
translated back into English it read thus, “When the disciples saw
Jesus they wagged their tails.” 1 Etymology and terminology help us
to better understand terms and words. On a larger scale, they help us
to understand why we do many of the things we do in the church and
in following the Christian calendar. Toward the end of February, the
22nd to be exact, we celebrate Ash Wednesday and begin Lent.

-Continued on Page 2
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Ash Wednesday is called so because it is a day of penitence. In Scripture and traditional religious usage,
ashes are associated with penitence and humiliation. Job wrote, “Therefore, I despise myself and repent
in dust and ashes.” Job 42:6

On Ash Wednesday we will worship around Communion and the imposition of ashes. The outward
ceremony of the imposition of ashes on our foreheads cannot be a substitute for true penitence of our soul.
The imposition of the ashes is an outward expression of an inward penitence according to the writing of
David. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.” Psalm 51:17 NIV

Repentance means sorrow for sin. A sorrow that is so sincere and intense that we determine by God’s help
never to commit that sin again. There is no such thing as easy forgiveness. God’s grace is not cheap; it is
the most costly, most expensive thing in the world. God gave his only son to die on the cross for our
salvation. We know that he did this for us. He did what we could not do for ourselves or by ourselves.
He gave us as Isaiah wrote, “Beauty for ashes.”

Our Ash Wednesday Worship Service will be Wednesday, February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. Communion will be

served. You are invited to join our LOGOS ministry for dinner ($3 per person) at 5:45 p.m. in Gordon Hall.
The service will follow immediately after dinner. Please RSVP for dinner to assistant@lstpc.org or call the
church office. It is not necessary to RSVP for the service.

Another term we use in the church along with Ash Wednesday is Lent. Ash Wednesday is the
commencement of Lent. The word Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon ‘lengthen’ signifying that the days
were lengthening with the approaching spring. What does it mean for us spiritually?

The season of Lent is a season of preparations for the climax of the Christian year and the Christian faith,
Easter and the celebration of the Resurrection. This preparation is done through investigation, self-
examination, self-denial and true repentance. This is done to this end, to prepare us to be worthy of
celebrating the season of our Lord’s resurrection.

I remember as a child hearing what others were giving up for Lent. It is to be a time of desire. Not
desiring what we are giving up, but a two-sided coin of desire. Our desire is to renounce evil and to
embrace anew the grace of God and seek good. The desire is to be found in what Jesus said in the
beatitudes. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”
Matthew 5:6 NIV

A starving person longs for food and a thirsty athlete pants for water, and we must seek the righteousness
of the living God with the same desire. The church of Jesus Christ sees Lent as a time to do this. My
prayer for you and for me is that we would repent from evil and hunger for God.

With all my heart,

1] Am a Follower. Len Sweet p. 112
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Do you remember what you gave up for Lent last year? Chocolate? Meat? Diet Coke? At the
beginning of Lent (Ash Wednesday), I proposed to give up criticism. That means that I ask God to help
me restrain myself from critical judgments. If I did catch myself judging someone or a situation in a
negative and critical way, I prayed and asked the Lord to forgive me and help me to put away that
critical spirit.
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It went pretty well, but there was an unexpected problem. I thought this was a forty day exercise. God
was thinking lifestyle! As the days and months have passed, I realize how deep seated this
judgmental, critical spirit is inside of me. In the meantime God is changing my heart to be more like the
heart of his son, Jesus.

CORIK K

Remember that the season of Lent spans forty days beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 22, and
climaxing during Holy Week with Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and concluding Saturday before
Easter. The six Sundays that occur during Lent are not counted. The church began to observe Lent as a
time of preparation for those who were to be baptized. In the fourth century it developed into a season
of reflection, repentance and prayer that the entire church observed.
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The number 40 is significant because it is connected with many Biblical events. For example, the
children of Israel escaped Egyptian bondage and spend 40 years in the wilderness prior to entering the
promised land. But most importantly Jesus spent 40 days with fasting and prayer in the wilderness.
This was his preparation for his ministry as he faced the evil power who tempted him to abandon his
mission and calling.

We will be examining temptation and particularly that forty day wilderness encounter between Jesus
and the devil in the Lenten Lunch gatherings on Wednesdays at 12 noon. The Gospel of Mathew
chapter 4, verses 1-11, will be our text, and In the Name of Jesus by Henri Nouwen will be referenced.
Recall that he had taught at the University of Notre Dame, Yale, and Harvard - an impressive list - but
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E perhaps his greatest spiritual journey began when he chose to live as a priest in a community of E

mentally handicapped people.

Nouwen will help us see the temptation of Jesus through his own personal experience living in the
L’Arche community. He states that “the great message that we have to carry, as ministers of God’s
word and followers of Jesus, is that God loves us not because of what we do or accomplish, but because
God has created and redeemed us in love and has chosen us to proclaim that love as the true source of
all human life.” Please make plans to join us for lunch.

I am looking forward to joining with you during this Lent and Easter season to declare God’s great
goodness and mercy and to experience spiritual renewal. Let our Lord be

glorified. \‘
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Grace and Peace,
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Time for Young Disciples During the 10:55 a.m. Sunday worship service, all children are invited
to come to the front of the Sanctuary for a children’s lesson. After the lesson the children then go to a

structured time of learning in Kids-4-God the first three Sunday of the month.

4
KLdS"Q"‘qu During the 10:55 a.m. worship service, children age 4 through 5th grade have a special

learning and worship time beginning at 11:30 a.m. Children are dismissed from the worship service after

the Time for Young Disciples for a structured time of learning about Christ...while having fun !

Let Our Focus Be on Jesus Christ!
Philippians 2:1-2 w;m F@
0 - S

Nursery

The nursery is available every Sunday for infants, toddlers and children through Kindergarten beginning
at 9:30 a.m. through the 10:55 a.m. service.

Gordon Hoover

February 5 Genesis15:1-17:27 Bob Bailey
February 12 Genesis 18:1-21:14 Pam Bailey
February 19 Genesis 21:15-24:67 Perry Foote
February 26 Genesis 25:1-27:45 Ray Davis
Present Word

February 5 Justified by Faith in Christ Galations 2:15-21
February 12 Freed from Law through Christ Galations 3:1-13
February 19 Heirs to the Promise Galations 3:15-18, 4:1-7
February 26 Fruits of Redemption Galations 5:22-6:10

Firm Foundations: (Library) Led by Tom and Pam Patton, Foundations is a class on

apologetics. Discussions are designed to equip participants with the tools to understand, appreciate, and
defend the Christian faith with confidence. College age, graduate students, and young professionals are
encouraged to take part.

Faith Odyssey is beginning a DVD and study of the
Resurrection featuring N. T. (Tom) Wright. Wright was the
Theologian of Westminster Abby and is now the Bishop of
Durham..
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Presbyterian Women Circles

Circle Date J Time Place
Circles 3 and 4 February 7 ’.«Xﬁ.! 10 a.m. Gordon Hall
Circle 5 February 7 == 7:30 p.m. Kathy Lebo
Circle 6 February 7 Noon Church Parlor
Circle 7 February 7 Noon Betsy Berry
Koinonia February 8 10 a.m. Oak Hammock

2012 CHURCHWIDE GATHERING OF PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
“River of Hope”
Gaylord Palms Resort and Convention Center, Orlando, FL
July 18 - 22, 2012

We have a great opportunity this summer to celebrate our faith with other Presbyterian Women from
across the nation, without incurring sizeable travel expenses. Our circle leaders have all the detailed
information regarding advanced registration, lodging and the programs for this event. We will attempt
to organize car pools; all PW’s are invited. Single day registrations are possible. Register online at
www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering - if paying by debit or credit card (Visa or MasterCard only).
Register by standard mail if paying by check. To view all the details about the 2012 Churchwide
Gathering of Presbyterian Women go to this website: http:/ /www.pcusa.org/resource/2012-
churchwide-gathering-presbyterian-women-promo/ or ask a circle leader. If you are interested in going
and are looking to carpool or to share overnight expenses with a roommate, please contact Chris Riggs at
505-3838. She will help you connect with others who are attending.

Presbyterian Women is pleased to report that $1,226.50 was collected from our congregation in November
for the Thornwell Home for Children, a non-profit ministry of the PC(USA). Thank you for your support!
We wish to give a special thanks to Nancy Spikes, who maintains contact with Thornwell throughout the
year for PW.

Our PW Treasurer’s books were audited in January by Betsy Berry and our Presbytery Regional Specialist,
Joyce Windgassen, and were found correct and complete in every aspect. Thank you, Georgine Hager, for
your service as Treasurer to PW at First Presbyterian!
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Presbytery of St. Augustine Winter Enrichment 2012
» Montgomery Presbyterian Center

This year there will be a wide variety of classes and workshops offering everything from
spiritual growth to helpful workshops for planning worship and education in your

church setting.

Celebrate your Presbyterian identity by joining other Presbyterians in learning and growing together.
Help make this event a great way to enrich your church programs with creativity and spirituality.
Look over the courses offered and sign up today at www.staugpres.org.

Callimg All Coolks

Youth Connection needs your help. We are hosting Souper Bowl of Caring on
Sunday, February 5th. Do you have a favorite soup recipe or do you have one
that you'd like to try out on some Presbyterian guinea pigs? Either way, we
would love for you to make a crock pot of soup for us to serve after church on
Super Bowl Sunday. If you are interested, please contact Beth Wood at
Beth.6302@yahoo,.com or call her at 352-337-9687 after 8 pm. no later than
Tuesday, January 31st. She will give you instructions. We hope you will
participate and stay to get the rave reviews for your culinary talents.

On February 22, we will
have an Ash Wednesday
==~ dinner at 5:45 p.m. for $3
A Sbl ‘( per person. Worship will
Wec }165(?{.1)/ begin at 6:30! Please join us

for fellowship, good food
and worship!

Take A Pie To A Friend

Please consider taking a delicious
Valentine cutie pie to a homebound
member on February 12. Thisis a
wonderful opportunity to show our
members who cannot attend church
that we love them and are thinking

about them. The names, addresses and pies will be
in Gordon Hall.

Lenten

Wednesdays at Noon
February 29, 2012
The First Test
Genesis 3 March 21, 2012
From Leading
March 7, 2012 to Being Led
From Relevance Matthew 4:1-11
to Prayer
Matthew 4:1-4 March 28, 2012
Testing Our Faith
March 14, 2012 I Corinthians 10:13
From Popularity TN
to Ministry [ (Faczz
Matthew 4:1-7 \ < wanck

w Bag Lunch

g
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* Souper Bow] of Caring

Mark your calendars now!
Eat lunch at church in Gordon Hall on Sunday, February 5th!

church. For a donation, you decide the amount, you can take your pick from
over 20 different types of soup. You can come back for seconds, thirds, or even
more. As long as their is soup in the crock pots, you are welcome to eat. 100% .
of the donations will be given to Gainesville Community Ministries. Last year
we raised over $1600. Our church has lots of good cooks, so please plan on
eating lunch with us. If you can not stay, our Senior Highs will be accepting
donations after church. Just look for the kids with the big soup pots. Checks
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i are accepted: write Souper Bowl of Caring in the memo line.
i

% Christian Education Short Course

The class will focus on men, their spiritual growth and leadership in their homes. This class will be
o taught by Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler and the material will be based on the Bible and The True Measure of 5
51 @ Man by Richard E. Simmons III. Please join us at 9:30 a.m. in room 201.
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February 12, 2012 The Persona Matthew 7:24-27

February 19, 2012 The Purpose @ Luke 7:13-21
February 26, 2012 The Paradox II Corinthians 12:7-10

S

February Sweetie Pies

Sweetie Pies are on a first come, first serve

od, Honor and Country

Dean Ward has been deployed to Afghanistan

basis...If you would like to purchase one or

with the Air force...Please show your support

several pies please email Bev Vloedman at
from home by sending letters, care packages

dvloedman@aol.com. The
and prayers his way!!!!

Dean Ward
455 EMSG/ELRS/POL

APO AE 09352

pies that are unaccounted for
will be sold after the 10:55
a.m. worship service on

Sunday, February 12.
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- %ﬂl’lease pick up a copy of Dr Og11v1e s book
s N Praying Through the Tough Times
: ' Available in the church office or

Sunday’s in Gordon Hall for $7




