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First Presbyterian Church 
Welcomes New Members... 

 
James and Linda Kurtz 

 
Tom and Tracy Duffy  

 
Ashley Womack 

Church Triumphant 
 

Woodrow Sigley  
January 23, 2010 

 
Merrill Archard  

February 19, 2010 
 

Rachel Emmel 
February 24, 2010 

Glorify God, Make Disciples and Meet Human Needs. 

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m. Iona Chapel 

Communion  
10:55 a.m. Sanctuary 

 
March 7, 2010 

Third Sunday of Lent  
The Healing on  

the Far Side 
Mark 5:1-20 

Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 

March 14, 2010 
Fourth Sunday of Lent  
The Healing of a Fatherõs 

Love and a  
Womanõs Touch 

Mark 5:21-43 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 

 
March 21, 2010 

Fifth Sunday of Lent  
The Healing From 
Darkness to Light  

Mark 10:46-52 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 

 
March 28, 2010 
Palm Sunday 

The Healing Power  
of the Cross 

Mark 15:33-41 
Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 

Dr. Bobõs Message 
First Presbyterian Church 

The Cross of Christ  

The Cross of Jesus Christ has become the most 
recognized symbol of the Christian faith.  It is a sign 
of hope, healing and salvation.  My favorite hymn 
from the Presbyterian Hymnal is Lift High the Cross.  
Here is the refrain of the hymn:     

 
Lift high the cross 

The love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world 

adore His sacred name. 
 
The words are based on the words of Jesus.  In John 
chapter three Jesus is having a dialogue with 
Nicodemus a leader of the Jewish people about 
salvation.  Jesus refers Nicodemus to Numbers  
21:4-9, the account of the bronze serpent.  
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The Children of Israel were rebellious and spoke against God and Moses.  The Lord sent poisonous 
snakes among the Israelites and many died when bitten by the snakes.  The Children of Israel 
confessed their sins and asked Moses to pray for them and for the snakes to be removed.  The 
solution given to Moses by God was to make a snake and put it on a pole.  The promise was anyone 
who was bitten can look at the bronze snake and live.  Salvation came to the Jews by faith when the 
serpent was lifted up. This is the comparison Jesus made to himself and the cross.  òAnd as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life." (ESV)   
 
The verb lifted up has a dual meaning: it refers to the crucified Jesus on the cross and the glorified 
and exalted Jesus.  The cross was not the end of His glory; it was the means of His glory.  Let us    
lift high the Cross of Christ  during this season of Lent to claim the hope of our salvation in the 
cross and to proclaim the hope of the cross of Christ to others.   

 
Let us lift high the Cross of Christ  by erecting a Cross in front of our sanctuary to be a witness of 
our faith and a reminder to all who pass by of our belief in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  During Holy Week the cross will be draped with a purple cloth.  Purple represents the 
message of repentance.  Purple is the color of Lent and royalty.  On Easter Sunday the cross will be 
adorned with Easter Lilies representing the resurrection.  
 
Let us lift high the Cross of  Christ  through our worship on Good Friday, April 2, 2010.  The service 
will be on the Cross of Christ in the sanctuary beginning at 7 pm.  The service will be similar in style 
to the Nine Lessons and Carols. The music, scripture and meditations will be directed to lifting up 
the Cross of Christ.     
 
Paul wrote, òFor Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words 
of eloquent wisdom, lest the Cross of Christ be emptied of its power.   For the word of the cross is 
folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.ó   
1 Corinthians 1:17-18 (ESV) 
 
Other worship offerings for Holy Week are as follows:  
 
 Maundy Thursday, 6:30 p.m. April 1, 2010 
 The New Commandment 
 Communion  
 John 13:34-35 
 Rev. Larry Hendon  
 
 Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010 
 The Healing Power of the Resurrection 
 Mark 16:1-8 
 Both 8:30 a.m. and 10:55 a.m. services in the Sanctuary 
 Communion served during the 8:30 a.m. service 
 Rev. Dr. Robert Shettler 
 
Blessings, 
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Meet Human Needs 
 

Several years ago, the Alachua County Homeless Coalition estimated that there were 900 homeless 
people in the greater Gainesville area.  The homeless coalition estimates that 144 of these people 
were children.  Although I have not seen the current statistics on homelessness, I believe that in our 
current challenging economic situation it would be safe to say that the number has increased.  Since 
we are located at the center of town, we are probably more aware of these folks because of 
proximity, and therefore, we are positioned to reach out and touch them in ways that might help.  

 

In January Dr. Bob helped us focus our attention on our purpose statement ð Glorify God, Make 
Disciples, Meet Human Needs.  As people who have been created in the image of God and are 
being shaped into the likeness of Jesus, it is definitely part of our DNA to reach out and meet 
human needs.  No doubt God has called us to a partnership of serving  people in need with acts of 
kindness.  But how?  When?  Where?  To whom?  With what resources?  Of course these are 
important considerations, but letõs not allow ourselves to get so bogged down in deliberation that 
we fail to act.  Letõs not become grounded by òparalysis of analysis.ó   

 

Mother Teresa wisely said: òIf you canõt feed a hundred people, feed just one.ó  We may not be able 
to do everything, but we can each do something.  What is your òjust one?ó  As you might suspect I 
do have a suggestion.  As a member of the Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN), we will be 
housing and hosting three to five families for two weeks beginning Sunday, March 28.  It takes 
approximately 55 church volunteers to provide shelter, meals, transportation, and comprehensive 
support to these families without homes.  Each of these families is in transition and in need of 
support in order to get on their feet and live independently.  (For more information on specific jobs 
see the listing on page 6.) 

 

Iõve been told by my daughter who is on staff with the Houston affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
that they are not in the business of giving hand-outs but a hand-up.  They help people rediscover 
their dignity and become independent.  IHN is also a òhand-upó ministry.  Let me share just one 
story.  Tonyetta was our guest a couple of years ago.  She came to live with us with three children, 
no job, no car, no housing, and no family support.  While finding shelter with IHN, she worked the 
graveyard shift as a supervisor of janitorial services at UF and completed a course to obtain her 
certificate as Certified Nursing Assistant.  When she left us she had received a donated automobile, 
landed employment and has since found affordable housing.  By Godõs grace Tonyetta has landed 
on her feet, and we were a significant part of this.  

 

Simple acts of kindness done with great love will change 
lives.  I believe that this is true.  Donõt you?  So the 
question to me and to you is, òWhat is your just one?ó 
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SINGERS OF UNITED LANDS 

March 28 at 4 p.m. 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church will host S.O.U.L. (Singers of United Lands) ð a touring group of four 
professional singers from four different continents ð on Sunday, March 28 at 4:00 p.m.  S.O.U.L.õs 
mission is to develop international and cultural relationships through vocal music from around the 
world. S.O.U.L. provides workshop, presentations, performances, and lessons for audiences of all 
ages during a 5-month tour throughout the USA.  The singers focus on international vocal music, 
world history, and linguistics from their four native countries.  Admission to the performance is 
free. More details about S.O.U.L. are available at www.singersofunitedlands.org.  
 

Who: S.O.U.L.  
(Singers of United Lands)  

Where: First Presbyterian Church, 300 SW Second Avenue  
What: Concert  

When: Sunday, March 28 at 4 p.m. 
A free -will offering will be received.  

For more information:   378-1527 
 

Singers of United Lands (S.O.U.L.) is a unique quartet of four professional young adult singers -each 
from a different country.   Every year a new team of four singers representing high-quality vocal 
musicianship, geographical diversity, and enthusiasm for sharing about their respective cultures is 
formed to share their native songs and cultures with schools and communities throughout the U.S. 
and beyond. The S.O.U.L. singers will share their respective native songs with the choirs and then 
perform these songs with the students in a concert setting on Sunday, March 28. 

Organ Concert 
Martin Jean  

 
On Sunday, March 21 at 4 p.m. organist Martin Jean will present a concert in the sanctuary. 
Included on the program are compositions by J.S. Bach, Prelude and Fugue in D Major; William 
Bolcom, Three Gospel Preludes and Julius Reubke, Sonata on the 94th Psalm.  
 
Martin Jean is Professor of Organ at the Yale School of Music and Director of the Yale Institute of 
Sacred Music.  Prior to his position at Yale, he served as Associate Professor of Music and 
University Organist at Valparaiso University in Indiana.  He has performed widely throughout the 
United States and Europe, is known for his wide repertorial interests, and has performed on four 
continents and nearly all fifty states.  In 1986 he won first prize at the international Grand Prix de 
Chartres, and in 1992 he won first prize at the American Guild of Organists National Young Artists 
Competition in Organ Performance.  In 2001 he presented a cycle of the complete organ works of 
Bach, at Yale, and his compact discs of The Seven Last Words of Christ by Charles Tournemire and 
the complete six symphonies of Louis Vierne, both recorded at Yale in Woolsey Hall, have been 
released by Loft Recordings.  Recordings of the organ symphonies and Stations of the Cross of 
Marcel Dupré are forthcoming on the Delos label.  


