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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

3* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary

2 Livestream at 11:00  
a.m. on YouTube and at 

1stpc.org
3Watch Sunday services 

at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 
Channel 11 

*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

Advent Bugle
Volume 54 
Issue 4

For everything there is a season, and a 
time for every matter under heaven . . . 

Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Some of it is the setting. It’s an evening service, and 
our sanctuary looks stunning in the evening. Some 
of it is the spiritual significance this evening holds. If 
you include this date as part of Christmas, it is one of 
the two most holy dates on the church calendar. After 
this service, I almost float around the sanctuary. I’m 
excited about what has happened and what is yet to 
come. All of these feelings are real; they contribute to 
how we experience Christmas Eve, but they aren’t the 
whole story. 
I think one of the reasons Christmas Eve is so magical 
is because of the work God does as we move toward 
Christmas. Advent is the four-week period before 
Christmas when we prepare for the coming of the 
Lord. Our church celebrates Advent by telling the 
story of the prophecies of Jesus’ coming and of the 
events that happen just prior to his birth. Then we 
conclude the period by retelling the birth story and all 
the events around it. 
As we move towards Christmas this year, commit 
to participating in Advent. Attend events at the 

church, read over some of the biblical accounts of the 
prediction of Jesus and his birth, and commit to what 
God is calling you to do, as you prepare yourself for the 
coming of the Lord. Modern Christians celebrate this 
twofold. As we celebrate Jesus’ first coming, we also 
look forward to his return, when we will experience 
God’s kingdom in full. I hope you join us in Advent and 
then join us and our newly arrived king on Christmas 
Eve, Thursday, December 24, at 6 PM in the sanctuary. 
 

Joyfully,

The Work God Does in Us
from Mark Hults

A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 

level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken."

Isaiah 40:3-5

To contact Pastor Mark, 
email pastor@1stpc.org.

You are invited to a Thank 
Offering Lunch following 
worship on November 1, 2026. 
There is no charge for lunch, but 
a Thank Offering will be received, 
and we will show you how your 

contributions have been and are being used. Lunch will 
be lasagna. Please RSVP by emailing Betsy Berry to make 
your reservation at betsypwberry@gmail.com so we will 
know how much lunch to provide! *Please note if you 
need gluten-free. Thank you!

Presbyterian Women
A Note from Ronald McDonald House:
Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your recent donation of 
Pop Tabs. It means a lot to our families 
to be thought of at this time. Thank you 
for your support and kindness!
Ronald McDonald House Charities of North Central 
Florida
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QUESTIONS?
Please contact Fred Lundy,  
Director of  Young Adult  &
Family Ministry at First
Presbyterian Church,  
at  youngadult@1stpc.org.

YOUR MARRIAGE IS WORTH IT! 
The race of life can be hard, but staying connected helps us keep
going. Join Fred and Lisa Lundy for an evening of encouragement
and equipping for your marriage. We’ll share stories and lessons
we’ve learned along the way. Dinner will be provided. Laughter will
be at our expense! 

Friday, November 13, 6:30-9pm
First Presbyterian Church - Gordon Hall 
Childcare will not be provided. 

DETAILS

Cost for the evening is $40 per couple. 
RSVP by Monday, November 9 by emailing Fred Lundy. 

Please also feel free to join us for these monthly gatherings – if you would like more information, just 
email Fred at youngadult@1stpc.org 

Men’s Breakfast – 7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. - at Bagel Bakery (typically the first Thursday of the month)
Young Professionals Bible Study – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.– at the Church in the Fellowship Hall
Men’s Bible Study – 4:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.– at the Church in the Fellowship Hall
Working on a Women’s Bible Study too – let me know if you would like information on this…
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Good Morning Everyone,

I have to say I am very much looking forward to my first 
Advent Season on staff here at the church! It has certainly 
been a remarkable first year. As it comes to a close, I’m 
hoping that I’ll be able to use the experience I’ve gained to 
come at 2027 with confidence and commitment to even 
greater service for our students. Now, here’s an update on 
what we’ve been up to for the first half of this semester 
and some of our plans for the remainder:

•	 I was so pleased to see our students lead the service 
on College Sunday. I thought that they each did 
an excellent job and I am honored to have been 
blessed with such a talented group of young people. 
Thank you to everyone who attended to support 
our students, and for all of you that have extended 
your compliments, know that I have let our students 
know how much you enjoyed the service!

•	 I am going to try planning our College Café cooks for 
the Spring semester in advance this year, hopefully 
having the semester covered by the end of December. 
If you would like to be put on the calendar, please 
e-mail me at college@1stpc.org, and we can find a 
date that will work.

•	This semester our weekly Bible Study, Trajectory, 
has been working our way through the Gospel of 
John. So far it has been a study filled with deep and 
insightful discussions. We have an incredibly bright 
and committed group of students that are not afraid 
to really dig into the heart of the text. I’ve greatly 
enjoyed all of our studies so far, and am looking 
forward to continuing in the future.

•	With the holiday season comes many holiday events. 
We’ll have our annual pumpkin carving contest in 

October, our friendsgiving feast in November, and 
our white elephant gift exchange in December. These 
are always great times of fellowship and festivities to 
close out the year, and I am immensely excited to 
share these experiences with our students.

•	This year we’ve kicked off some regular monthly 
fellowship events, meeting for hikes, pickleball, a 
morning run, and most recently bowling. These 
activities are a great way to add some variety to the 
semester and provide an opportunity for friendships 
to grow within our ministry. I’m hopeful to continue 
finding new opportunities for our students to meet 
and grow together as fellow believers and fellow 
friends.  

•	Finally, as I myself adjust to my new life as both our 
college director and a seminary student, I’ve already 
encountered some of the challenges of balancing 
work, school, family, and rest. Inevitably in such a 
juggling act some things may fall through the cracks. 
If they should, if I should neglect to respond to an 
email or text, feel free to reach out to me again. I 
can’t say that I have fully figured out the proper 
balance, but I will do my best to keep up with all of 
my responsibilities to the best of my ability.

God Bless!

To contact Jonathon Haney,  
email college@1stpc.org.

College Ministry Update 
from Jonathon Haney

Youth Group News
Happy fall! I hope everyone is enjoying the (slightly) cooler weather and, of course, football season! 
The youth have had a great start to the school year. We have enjoyed dinners together, hanging out 
at the church for youth group, and a lock-in! We have also had nine guests join us throughout the 
semester so far! I have loved this time with our youth and their families and am excited for what’s 
ahead with youth group. If you are interested in providing a meal (cooked or catered) for our youth 
and joining us for dinner, please let me know. 
In Christ,
Katherine Whisler 

To contact Katherine Whisler, 
email 1stpcyouthgnv@gmail.com.
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Sat
31

*Daylight Saving Time Ends
Turn back your clocks and enjoy that extra 

hour of sleep!

 

Sun
1

Deadline for Pie Orders
Submit a pie card from the pew or email 

Carol Israel at fpcpie@gmail.com

 

Sun
15

Preschool Closed for Veterans Day

Veteran's Day Concert for a Cause 
with Gainesville Community Band

Sanctuary at 4 p.m. and spaghetti dinner to 
follow in Gordon Hall

Art Festival Parking
Montreat Fundraiser

Church Parking Lot - Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Sun 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

 

SunSun
2222

 

Tues
17

Christ the King Sunday
Worship and Holy Communion

8:30 a.m. in the chapel
 11 a.m. in the sanctuary

Pie Day - Last Day to Pick-up Your Order
Gordon Hall

Trajectory Thanksgiving Feast
Gordon Hall

 

Wed-Fri
25-27

No LOGOS & Preschool Closed
Thanksgiving Break

 

Thurs-Fri
26-27

Church Office Closed 
Happy Thanksgiving

Only Special Events in November. 
Regular Weekly Ministries and 

Committee Meetings NOT Listed.

All Saints' Sunday
8:30 a.m. Worship in the chapel

 11 a.m. Worship in the sanctuary
We remember those who have joined the 

church triumphant in the last year.

 

Mon
23

Church Advent Decorating
Sanctuary and Gordon Hall 9 a.m. 

Call Maralyn Foote at 352-318-5975

First Sunday of Advent
Advent Workshop

Gordon Hall at 9:30 a.m.

 

Wed 
11

 

Sat-Sun 
14-15

 

Sun
8

PW Thank Offering Lunch
Gordon Hall 12: 00 p.m. 

 

Sun
29

Fold and hang this calendar 

in your home as a reminder 

to join us for the special 

events in the Advent and 

Christmas Season at First 

Presbyterian Church.

 

Thurs-Fri
19-20

Preschool Thanksgiving Lunch
Gordon Hall 10: 30 a.m. 

 

Fri 
13

Young Adult & Family Encourgement 
Night - Marriage

Gordon Hall 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the church

Pie Making in the Kitchen & Serving Room 
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. and Fridays & Saturdays 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  (through November 21)

Senior Saints
12:30 p.m. in Gordon Hall
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Tues 
15

Advent Organ Concert
with Matthew Bickett, organist 

Sanctuary 12:15 p.m.

Handbell Concert 
The Atrium 7 p.m.

 

Sun
20

Christmas Eve Worship
Sanctuary 5:30 p.m. Prelude 

6 p.m. Service

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship in the Chapel 8:30 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary 11 a.m.

 

Fri-Fri
25-1

Church Office & Preschool Closed 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

 

Mon
4

Chancel Choir and Carol Ringers
Resume

 

Mon
18

Church Office and Preschool Closed
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Special Events Only. Regular Weekly Ministries and 
Committee Meetings NOT Listed.

Second Sunday of Advent
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sanctuary at 11 a.m. AND
4:30 p.m. Prelude

Service 5 p.m.
*No 8:30 a.m. worship service

Third Sunday of Advent
Worship in the Chapel 8:30 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary 11 a.m.

 

Fri
18

Preschool Christmas Musical

Degreening the Church
Sanctuary at 9 a.m.

 

Sun
18

Encouragement Sunday
Write a note on a provided card  

to a congregation member

 

Sun
13

 

Thurs
14

 

SunSun
66

 

Wed
9

 

Fri
11

Last LOGOS for 2026

 

Thurs 
24

Poinsettia Orders are Due

Preschool at First
Classes Resume

 

Tues
1

College Trajectory Christmas Party
6:30 p.m. Location TBD

 

Sat
5

Rehearsal for Nine Lessons
Chancel Choir at 10 a.m.

Cherub & Junior Choirs at 1 p.m.

 

Wed
13

LOGOS 
and Wednesday Choirs Resume 

Spirit of the West
Immersive Concert IV

Sanctuary at 7 p.m.

 

Fri & SatFri & Sat
29 & 3029 & 30

Lent Bugle Due
Articles for February through April
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For more on these fall concerts and the rest of the concert series, visit www.1stpcmusic.org.

Celebrate Veterans Day with the Gainesville Community Band, directed by Gary 
Langford, in the sanctuary on Sunday, November 8 at 4 p.m. The concert program 
includes Strike Up the Band, Red, White, and Blue, and God Bless America, along 
with additional patriotic pieces. A free-will offering benefits Gainesville Community 
Ministry, which provides help and hope to those in crisis. Join us for a spaghetti dinner 
in Gordon Memorial Hall after the concert. $5 per person; no charge for veterans.

On Sunday, December 6 at 5 p.m., come sing and hear lessons and carols for Advent 
and Christmas showing the development of the loving purposes of God as seen through 
the windows and words of scripture. At 4:30 p.m. the Gainesville Brass Quintet and 
First Presbyterian Jubilate Ringers present seasonal music. This Festival is patterned 
on the annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols of King’s College, Cambridge, the 
backbone of which has remained virtually unchanged since it originated in England 
during the Victorian period. Gather in Gordon Hall following Lessons and Carols to 
enjoy our festival Christmas trees along with hot chocolate and cookies. 

Two Nights of Immersive Music! Join us on Friday, January 29 or Saturday, January 30 
at 7 p.m.  for a spectacular concert that explores the wide ranges, boundless optimism, 
and adventures of the west. Be surrounded by scenes from the West while you listen to 
professional instrumental musicians joined by the Gainesville Youth Chorus (Friday), 
Voices Rising (Saturday), Dance Alive National Ballet, and a festival chorus.

The Montreat Committee invites you to stop 
by the Christmas table for stocking stuffers in 
Gordon Hall on Sundays, December 6, 13, & 20. 
All proceeds benefit the children and youth who 
will attend the 2027 Montreat Worship and 
Music Conference next summer.

Calling All Pie Makers!
Pie making is a long-standing tradition of the Music Ministry. Our church family comes together to make a variety 
of regular-sized and miniature (cutie) pies. Many pies are sold and some are donated to our homebound church 
members. Pies serve as a fundraiser to send an intergenerational group from our church to the Presbyterian 
Association of Music's Worship and Music Conference in Montreat, NC each June.
Please join us for any or all of our pie production days: Tuesdays 6 p.m. and Fridays & Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in 
the weeks leading up to “Pie Day,” the last Sunday before Thanksgiving (November 22). Don’t worry, we can train 
you! Skills are perfected and community is built over pie dough in the First Presbyterian Church kitchen! 

1stpc Music
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord

4 p.m. Sunday,
September 27

Dr. Tiffany Lu,
conductor

Concert for a Cause:

UF SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA &

CHOIRS

GAINESVILLE
COMMUNITY BAND

4 p.m. Sunday,
November 8

R. Gary Langford,
conductor

Veterans Day
Concert for a Cause:

FESTIVAL OF NINE
LESSONS & CAROLS

5 p.m.  Sunday,
December 6
 
FPC Choirs and
Instrumentalists

4:30 Prelude 
Gainesville Brass
Quintet and
Handbells 

CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP

6 p.m.  Thursday,
December 24
 
Choir and Chamber
Orchestra, Carols
and Candlelight
with Holy
Communion

5:30 Prelude 

4 p.m. Sunday,
April 11
Nicole Keller,
University of
Michigan concert
organist, and 
the UF Brass Band, 
Dr. Danielle
VanTuinen,
director

CONCERT ORGANIST
& UF BRASS 

UF FACULTY
CHAMBER CONCERT

4 p.m. Sunday,
February 28
Spectrum: Faculty
Chamber Music
Community
Connections 
Concert for a Cause:

Helping Hands 
Clinic and

Made For More

EASTER 
WORSHIP

11 a.m. Sunday,
March 28

Celebrate Easter
with Choir, Brass,
Percussion, and
Holy Communion

7 p.m. Friday &
Saturday,
January 29 & 30
Dance Alive
National Ballet,
Gainesville Youth
Chorus, Voices
Rising Community
Chorus, and
Instrumentalists

SPIRIT OF THE WEST
IMMERSIVE

CONCERT IV

 First Presbyterian Church 
Concert Series  2026-2027

Musician bios and concert details at www.1stpcmusic.org
First Presbyterian Church, 300 SW 2nd Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601

FEBRUARY LUNCH
SERIES Join us any Tuesday in February at 12:15 p.m. for a 25-minute

concert followed by a $7 lunch. 

Alanna Parfait, voice 
Shiyi Zhu, piano
Rising Stars
February 2

Dr. Tiffany Lu, violin
Michael Knowles, cello
Anait Piloyan, piano
February 9

Dr. Tony Offerle, voice
Elizabeth Offerle, voice
Father & Daughter in Concert
February 23 

Evans Haile, piano
Maestro, 
The Gainesville Orchestra
February 16

SING OR RING 
WITH US!

 To connect with 
the director for one 

of our choral or
instrumental

ensembles, email
music@1stpc.org.

1stpc Music
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord
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4 p.m. Sunday,
November 9

R. Gary Langford,
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Veterans Day
Concert for a Cause:

7 p.m. Friday, 
January 16

Dance Alive
National Ballet,
Gainesville Youth
Chorus, Festival
Choir, and
Instrumentalists

OCEAN VOYAGE
IMMERSIVE

CONCERT III

4 p.m. Sunday, 
April 19

Dr. Will Kesling,
conductor

Concert for a Cause:

UF CONCERT CHOIR
&

CHAMBER CHOIR

CHARLES LAZARUS
trumpet

& DAVID CHERWIEN
organ

7 p.m. Friday,
February 27

Two prestigious
musicians and
composers share
original works and
classical favorites

FESTIVAL SINGERS
OF FLORIDA

7 p.m. Saturday, 
October 11

Dr. Kevin Fenton,
conductor

Joined by the 
Eastside High
School Choir & 
Gainesville High
School Choir

FESTIVAL OF NINE
LESSONS & CAROLS

5 p.m.  Sunday,
December 7
 
FPC Choirs and
Instrumentalists

4:30 Prelude 
Brass and
Handbells 

Musician bios and concert details at www.1stpcmusic.org
First Presbyterian Church, 300 SW 2nd Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601

FEBRUARY LUNCH
SERIES Join us any Tuesday in February at

12:15 p.m. for a 25-minute concert
followed by a $5 lunch. 

Ruth Lewis
harpsichord
February 3 

Gainesville Brass 
Quintet
February 10 

Dr. Lauren Hodges, viola
Alan Clark, piano
February 24 

Edward White
Jazz Trio
February 17 

CELEBRATORY
SERVICES

Christmas Eve Service   6 p.m.
Choir & Chamber Orchestra
5:30 Prelude
Wednesday, December 24 

We invite you to
worship with us 
any Sunday.

Easter Worship                     11 a.m.
Choir, Brass, and Percussion
Holy Communion
Sunday, April 5 

HYMN FESTIVAL
featuring

ROBERT A. HOBBY

4 p.m. Sunday,
February 15
From Generation to
Generation: Hymns
for Life's Journey
Concert for a Cause:

Helping Hands 
Clinic and

Made For More
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Order Up!

Qty @ Total
Apple 10” $17
Cherry 10” $17
Blueberry 10" $17
Pumpkin 10” $17
Pecan 10” $20
Mincemeat 10” $20
Apple 6” $8
Cherry 6” $8
Blueberry 6" $8
Pumpkin 6” $8
Pecan 6” $10
Mincemeat 6” $10
Chocolate Cream 8” $17
Key Lime 8” $17
Shut-In Pie 6” 
baked

$8

Total $

Name 
Phone 
Email 
I can take my pie order early      YES             NO

I am able to volunteer            YES            NO

Pies are available for order and pick-
up now, and freezer space is very tight. 
Please make checks payable to First 
Presbyterian Church and put “pies” on the memo line. 
Put your order form in the offering plate, send it to the 
church office, or email fpcpie@gmail.com.  Please do not 
leave payment in the back hallway.  The order deadline 
is Sunday, November 15, and pies should be picked up 
by Sunday, November 22. Proceeds will benefit the 2027 
Montreat Worship and Music Conference.

				    For more than thirty-five 
years children, youth, and adults  from First Presbyterian 
Church have attended the Presbyterian Association 
of Musicians annual worship and music conference in 
Montreat, North Carolina. The week-long conference 
begins with a worship service on Sunday evening for the 
1,000 conferees from Presbyterian Churches nationwide. 
Daily classes begin on Monday and are designed to enrich 
understanding and develop skills in the corporate worship 
of the church. Each conferee attends worship, choir, Bible, 
handbells, Orff, dance, and/or an elective course each day. 
The impact of this week at Montreat is far greater than the 
knowledge gained at the conference. The benefits of living, 
worshiping, praying, and playing together in community 
for a week are life-changing. 
Each conferee pays approximately $400 for conference 
registration and $95 for food. In addition, each conferee 
is responsible for their "fairshare" of $150 for housing 
and transportation. The children earn their fairshare 
by participating in fundraising events held throughout 
the year. This year, our church budget allocates $10,000 
towards the cost of housing and transportation. This 
year our goal for fundraising for Montreat housing and 
transportation expenses is $24,000. 
The theme for June 19-26 is Through All Generations from 
Psalm 90:1, "Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all 
generations." Sign up to attend by November 15. Contact 
Mitch Rorick to learn more about the conference or to 
register
Two Montreat fundraising opportunities will be held in 
the month of November:
Downtown Art Festival Parking in the church SW 2nd 

Avenue Parking Lot on Saturday, November 14 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, November 15 beginning at 1 
p.m. Thank you for your continued support.
Delicious Homemade Pies (Sweetie Pies) will be made on 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. and Fridays & Saturdays from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. in November for members and friends of the 
congregation. Please see the order form here, in the pews, 
or the church office.

To contact Mitch Rorick,
email music@1stpc.org.
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November 1 Matthew 4 Ross Teigen
November 8 Matthew 5:1-12 Elizabeth Bolton
November 15 Matthew 5:12-26 Perry Foote
November 22 Matthew 5:27-47 Laurie Shorter
November 29 Matthew 6 Tim Schubert
December 6 Matthew 7 Perry Foote

Meet in the Church Library at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. Enter through the Mary Gate or the sanctuary. 
All are welcome! Email Perry Foote with questions at 
palbertfoote@gmail.com.

Gordon Hoover

Multiply Sunday Class
All adults are invited to room 201 on the second floor of 
the Education Wing at 9:45 a.m. for our current study of 
the book of Genesis. 

  
Friday, November 13, 2026

        12:30 p.m. in Gordon Hall with Sweet Berries Lunch
     Program: "Why are bees so busy?"
      Liana Teigen Moreno, a professional beekeeper in Gainesville, will give 

us insight into the life of bees!

DECEMBER -- No gathering -- MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Friday, January 8, 2027
12:30 p.m. in Gordon Hall with Sweet Berries Lunch
Program: "Your Amazing Brain: How it works and how to protect it." 
Serendipity Zapanta Rinonos, M.D., Ph.D, a neuro-oncologist at UF College of Medicine, presents
a crash course in neurology and stroke recognition.

Member Information
New Births

Octavia Mitchell, September 16, 2026

Cover Art
The Chancel Choir was 
chosen to participate in 
this fall's conference of the 
Florida American Choral 
Directors Association. 

The theme was Music in All Spaces and the choirs' 
pieces were chosen to reflect the importance of music 
at various times and places in life. They shared many of 
the pieces in a very moving worship service on October 
18. If you weren't able to be here, the service is available 
on our YouTube channel.

Sanctuary Flowers
Every Sunday, flowers decorate the 
chancel for worship. These flowers are 
available to purchase in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one. Dates are on a 
first come, first served basis and the cost 

is $40. Contact Jenny Chamberlain through the church 
office or at communications@1stpc.org to sign-up. 

Available Sundays
November 1, 15, and 22 December 27

Advent Worskshop
Start the season with us on Sunday, November 
29 at 9:30 a.m. in Gordon Hall. Everyone 
is invited to enjoy pancakes and a great 
selection of crafts ranging from some of our 
old favorites to brand new projects. RSVP to 

the church office at 352-378-1527 or by turning in the 
slip in the worship guide by Wednesday, November 25 to 
guarantee all activities for your family. We look forward 
to celebrating with you!
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Christmas Poinsettias
During the Christmas season our worship spaces will be decorated with poinsettias. Flowers are available to 
purchase in honor or in memory of a family member or loved one. The poinsettias are $17 each and can be ordered 
by filling out the form below to place in the offering plate or mail to the church office by Sunday, December 13. The 
poinsettias will be available to take home after the Christmas Eve service.

Poinsettias Given by: __________________________________________________

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________

Advent Decorating
Advent is just around the corner. We 
are looking for volunteers to beautify 
our church and sanctuary. Everyone 
is welcome on Monday, November 23 

at 9 a.m. Please call Marilyn Foote to be added to the 
volunteer list at 352-318-5975.

On Thursday, December 24, we will 
hold our Christmas Eve worship 
at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. The 
prelude begins at 5:30 p.m. and 

the service includes carols, choir, a chamber orchestra, 
candle light, and holy communion. Join us in person or 
stream the service at our website or YouTube channel.

Contributions to the church made through Thursday, December 31, 2026 will be credited 
to the calendar year 2026. Contributions may be placed in the offering plate on December 
27, made online by midnight on December 31, or postmarked by Thursday, December 
31. The office will be closed December 25 and 28 and and January 1. There will be limited 
hours December 29 through December 31.

Year-End Giving

Christmas Eve Worship

Gainesville Community Ministry:
•	Donate to the Food Pantry: 

nonperishable food and canned 
goods, snack bags (bring all to the 
bins in Gordon Hall)

•	Donate clothing, especially work 
and interview outfits

•	Volunteer: work in Food Pantry, be a 
prayer partner, share your expertise 
on entering the workforce, serve as 
a GED tutor
More information at gcmhelp.org

Christians Concerned for the 
Community:
•	Donate furniture, appliances, 

household goods 
•	Volunteer: deliver furniture, 

construct ramps, do yard and home 
cleanup or basic home repair

More information at 
cccgainesville.org 

Family Promise: 
•	Donate food, diapers, wipes, 

gift cards (gas and groceries), 
household goods 

•	Volunteer: train for overnight 
hosting at local churches

•	Urgent need: passenger van or 
truck to pull trailer for church 
hosting and delivering furniture (or 
you can donate to its purchase)

More information at 
familypromisegvl.org

At this time of rising costs and limited resources, we invite the congregation to show Love in Action to our community.  
One way is to work on our committee!  We meet monthly to find ways to work with local ministries and we need your 
ideas and energy. Contact Jane Smith, 352-870-2027 for more information. Provide these needs from our partners:

Love in Action with Local Missions

Monetary Donations are needed at each of our ministries. You can bring these to the church office or put in offering 
plate (please label). There are many other ministries and ways to serve. Please let us know how you are involved—we 
would love to share what our congregation is doing for Gainesville and beyond!
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Is there a better way to practice medicine, to truly enjoy 
our calling as physicians, without burning out? 
What does it look like for a doctor to walk in the reality 
of what God offers to us?
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,  
and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.”  Matthew 11: 28-30
The Greek term for “easy” in this verse indicates 
something “kind and good.” What does this practically 
look like?
The “Doctor Koinonia” group is a haven where young 
professionals can experience God’s inner healing, moral 
support, and a sense of belonging, thereby empowering 
them to model their careers according to God’s original 
intentions. We provide a venue for faculty to freely 
explore the depths of God’s calling in a safe, “off the 
record” environment, where they can fully express their 
concerns and share with others, allowing healing and 
growth into the fullness of God’s plan for their lives. 
Koinonia (meaningful Christian fellowship with other 
doctors, receiving wise counsel from senior physician 
and pastoral role models, and shared peer experiences) 
is the mechanism by which the healing and growth will 
occur, creating a far-reaching eternal impact in the new 
generation of academic physician leaders.
July 15, 2026 marked the first anniversary of the founding 
of Doctor Koinonia, an original concept launched here 
with our very own church family, and ideally so, given our 
proximity to the University of Florida Medical Campus. 
In our first year, we are deeply grateful for how the Lord is 
organically growing this ministry as an intergenerational, 
interdenominational, and interdisciplinary enterprise, 
bringing together junior protégé physicians and senior 
physicians and pastors throughout Gainesville, with 
multiple medical specialties and a diversity of church 
backgrounds represented. We are excited to continue 
learning all that the Lord desires to speak to us. 
If you are a junior faculty physician interested in growing 
into God’s calling, or a senior physician or pastoral role 
model who would like to invest your pearls of wisdom, 
please join us in our collective journey! Thank you for 
being a genuinely caring church family that looks after 
the hearts of young faculty physicians in multiple ways.  
Onward to the rest of the story which the Great Physician 
has already written!  
Blessings, Serendipity Zapanta Rinonos, M.D, Ph.D.

A big thank you to all our mentors listed below, who have 
invested their time and graciously shared their lives with 
us, to make Doctor Koinonia a place of healing, to fill an 
unmet need. We look forward to having you return in the 
coming year.  

Doctor Koinonia: First Year in Review

Rev. Mark Hults, Senior 
Pastor, First Presbyterian 

Church
“The intersection of 

physician and pastoral roles 
at the patient’s bedside”

Jay Lynch, MD, UF Medical 
Oncologist & Associate 

Dean for Admissions 
“The oncologist’s calling:  

How to personally survive 
and thrive in the paradox”

Donald Caton, MD, 
David Fitzgerald, MD, 

Perry Foote, MD, 
Physicians from First 
Presbyterian Church

“Encouragement”

Rev. Dr. Don McGarity, 
Interim Pastor, Kanapaha 

Presbyterian Church
“Death: The Crucible  

of Living”

Rev. Mark Hults, 
“God’s Call:  How to 
recognize it, what it 

means scripturally, and 
how to persist through its 

challenges”

Donald Caton, MD, 
Anesthesiologist & 
published author

“Pain, society and religion”
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Advent Bugle

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;  
for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me" 

Psalm 23:4

We Remember These Saints
Barbara Hendrick-Doyle November 3, 2025 Dean Schoenfeld April 19, 2026
James Lowry November 10, 2025 Ross Mackenzie April 24, 2026
Joseph Greer November 22, 2025 Roxane Toben April 30, 2026
Samuel Holloway January 15, 2026 Lee Wiltbank May 17, 2026
Will Olinger III January 15, 2026 Barbara Huffman May 20, 2026
Winnie Guerdon January 19, 2026 Marilyn Bachmann May 30, 2026
Howard Lingg January 24, 2026 Ruth Anna Osterhage June 22, 2026
Bruce Curry January 26, 2026 Eudine McLeod July 13, 2026
George Singleton January 31, 2026 Marilyn Ast August 6, 2026
Ann Beukelman February 27, 2026 Virginia Craig October 12, 2026

Marilyn Bachmann
Pam Bailey

John Bonerba
Carol Hayes-Christiansen

Virginia Craig
Bruce Curry

Jim Garlington
Ruthie Graybill

Sam Holloway
Howard Lingg

Jim & Anita Lowry
Ross McKenzie

Will Olinger
Zaren and Lillian Pirenian

Dean Schoenfeld
George Singleton

Memorial Contributions:
Thank you to those who contributed to FPC Memorials in remembrance of these loved ones.


