
Palm Sunday • March 29, 2026
Glorify God, Make Disciples of Jesus Christ, and Meet Human Needs

Gathering
I rise, O God, awakened by your Word, to live another day. Lead me in your path. Show me the steps to take toward 

greater faith. Hold me in your care as I move through this Holy Week where the shadows deepen even in the daylight. 
Hosanna! Save me now, dear God! In Jesus' name, Amen.

Words of Welcome

Prelude Ride On, King Jesus M. Hogan
Ride on, King Jesus, ride on. No man can ahinder thee. I was but young when I begun. No man can ahinder thee.  

But now my race is almost done. No man can ahinder thee. Ride on, King Jesus, ride on, the conquerin' King.  
King Jesus rides on a milk white horse. No man can ahinder thee. The ribber of Jordan he did cross. No man can 
ahinder thee. He's the King, and the Lord of all. He's the first and the last. He's the Lord of Lords. Jesus is the  

Prince of peace. Ride on, King Jesus, ride on. Ride on, Jesus!

* Call to Worship

Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior!
Give thanks for this day that leads to the cross!

Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs! Fill the air with welcome to the Lord!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

* Hymn 196 All Glory, Laud, and Honor VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

Confession and Pardon
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Holy God, sure of your faithfulness even in your dying, comforted by your compassion toward 
your people in every age, we beg your mercy for our imperfect gratitude. We have looked to 
you for paltry favors, when you have given everything. We have withheld from your people 
and our neighbors, the care and tending they deserve. We have rejected the cornerstone you 
sent to build a people of righteousness even here, today. Forgive our failings. Heal what 
we have broken, nurture what we have neglected, and lead us to your vision, so that we 
may know the peace of wholeness in you. Now, O Lord, transform us as we continue our 
confession in silence. 

Kyrie (Hymn 551) Lord, Have Mercy LAND OF REST

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy upon us.

Declaration of Forgiveness
Friends, Believe the Good News of the Gospel.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

The Word

 Prayer for Illumination   
 Old Testament Reading Psalm 118:19-29 (NRSV)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

OT pg. 565

 

*All that are able please stand.                   Please take a moment to silence all electronic devices for worship. Thank you.
 Additional service information is included under Today in Worship to enhance your worship experience.



 Time For Young Disciples (11 a.m.) Sarah Whitfield
(Afterward, children in kindergarten through 2nd grade are dismissed to Kids-4-God.)

* Hymn 197 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE

 Gospel Reading Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSV)
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
NT pg. 23

 Sermon Palm Sunday Rev. Mark Hults

 Prayers of the People

Responding

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
 Offertory Anthem Sanctus C. Gounod

Dr. Christopher Pfund, tenor

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. Hosanna in the highest.

* Doxology Hymn 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sacrament of Holy Communion (8:30 a.m.) (Gluten-Free Bread)

Sending

* Hymn 221 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded PASSION CHORALE

* Benediction

* Postlude O Sacred Head, Now Wounded J. Brahms



                                                         Today in Worship

Worship Leaders: Jonathon Haney, Mark Hults, Fred Lundy, Sarah Whitfield
Acolyte: Linden Greer
Director of Music & Organist: Mitch Rorick
Collaborative Pianist: Anait Piloyan
Chancel Choir

Chapel Usher: Margaret Lingg; Sanctuary Ushers: Roger Bachmann, Paul Bennett, Matthew Morse, Carol 
Turner
A/V Team: Kaylee Bleeker, Frank Counts, Kimberly de Fretes, Jack Harling

The Easter Offering this week and next week will go to St. Francis House, whose mission is still to create new 
futures for those most in need in our community. After many years of serving people experiencing homelessness, 
St. Francis House has made the difficult decision to close several programs due to economic conditions and 
decreased funding. However, the Transitional Housing Program at Arbor House will remain open, where they 
will continue supporting women and families with children as they work toward permanent housing, stability, 
and brighter futures. "We are incredibly grateful to the volunteers, donors, partners, and community members who have 
supported St. Francis House over the years. Your compassion has helped thousands of women, children, and families find 
safety, meals, support, and hope. We remain hopeful about what lies ahead and are actively exploring opportunities for the 
future." Use the Easter Offering envelope in the pew or mail a check to the church. Please write ‘Easter Offering’ 
on the memo line. Thank you for your continued generosity.
Today is Palm/Passion Sunday. The prelude through offertory focus on Palm Sunday, and the sending hymn 
and postlude point towards the passion, the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The prelude, "Ride On, King 
Jesus," is an African American spiritual that is fitting for Palm Sunday as a commemoration of Jesus' entry into 
Jerusalem. The gathering hymn, "All Glory, Laud, and Honor," hymn of the day, "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna," and 
offertory, "Sanctus," feature the word "Hosanna." This word, or shout of joy and triumph, imitates the acclamations 
of people as Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey. We are grateful to Dr. Christopher Pfund for singing with the 
Chancel Choir on "Sanctus" by Charles Gounod. Dr. Pfund is Associate Professor of Music at the University of 
Florida, teaching voice and serving as voice area coordinator.
The season of Lent is a 40-day period of prayer and self-examination in preparation for the resurrection of Jesus Christ at 
Easter. The forty days are like the flood of Genesis, Moses' sojourn at Mount Sinai, Elijah's journey to Mount Horeb, and 
Jesus' time of testing in the wilderness. This Lent we've added a bowl of sand to represent Jesus' testing, and our own testing, 
in the wilderness. 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We pray that you experience Christ’s presence in our midst and that His 
presence will sustain you in the week ahead. Visitors are welcome to participate in the worship and the work of 
First Presbyterian Church. If you feel a call to commit your life to Jesus Christ and His Church, please speak to the 
pastor or an elder after worship.

Let Us Remember in Prayer and Correspondence: Marilyn Ast, Leon & Jayne Fox, and Jed Keesling. Our men 
and women in the services: Ashley Dace, Matt Gowdy, Brian Hill, Faith Thompson, and Dan Williams; and first 
responders: Nick Gonzalez and Paul Samala. 

Deadline TODAY: On Easter morning our sanctuary will be decorated with lilies. Flowers are 
available to purchase in honor or in memory of a family member or loved one. The lilies are $17 
each and can be ordered by filling out the form below to place in the offering plate or mail it to 
the church office by Sunday, March 29. The flowers will be available to take home after 11 a.m. 
Easter worship.

In Loving Memory of:______________________________________________________________

In Honor of: ______________________________________________________________________

Given By:__________________________________________________________________

Easter Lilies







 Gospel Reading Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSV)
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4 This took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5 "Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey."
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 10 When he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 11 The crowds were saying, "This 
is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

 Old Testament Reading Psalm 118:19-29 (NRSV)
19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the 
Lord. 20This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 21I thank you that you have 
answered me and have become my salvation. 22The stone that the builders rejected has become 
the chief cornerstone. 23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24This is the day that 
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 25Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, 
we beseech you, give us success! 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We 
bless you from the house of the Lord. 27The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal 
procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 28You are my God, and I will give thanks to 
you; you are my God, I will extol you. 29O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.





Ministry Highlights Visit our website for more 
about our church and  

ministries.

T-Coil installed in the sanctuary, and Hearing 
Assist devices available in the Narthex. 
Tune in to Cox Channel 11 now from 9-10 a.m.  
for our televised broadcast 
or MyTV 28.2 for over the air broadcasts

Current Worship video, audio, and archives at 1stpc.org

Visit our website, www.1stpc.org, to make an 
online donation. Click the GIVE button at the top 
of the page. You can contribute to the General 

Budget or use the drop-down menu, change to Other, and 
specify the designated ministry in the memo section. Text 
contributions, bill pay through your bank, and electronic 
funds transfers are also options. Contact Trudy Bonerba. 

Online Contributions

Palms & Psalms
Gather in Gordon Hall today for intergenerational fellowship as we begin Holy Week 
together. Crafts and fellowship opportunities include making a palm cross and praying 
through the psalms. Come after 8:30 a.m. worship in the chapel OR after 11 a.m. worship 
in the sanctuary. RSVP to Evelyn Lewis at citytr122@gmail.com.

Remember Our Mission Partners During Lent
In this Lenten season, please consider those in need in our community. We have a wire cart 
at each of the main entrances to the sanctuary for food donations to Gainesville Community 
Ministry's food pantry. Dried goods like grains, potatoes, and rice are always helpful, as 
are canned vegetables and fruits. Thank you for your generosity.

Senior Saints
Do you like conundrums or mysteries? If so, our next gathering is for you! Please join us on 
Friday, April 10 at 12:30 p.m. in Gordon Hall for lunch from Sweet Berries ($10/person). 
Our speaker will be a local author and writer of mysteries, Tammy Euliano, MD. Her own 
story is fascinating; she is a physician who helped develop a full-scale human patient 
simulator and, while not yet retired, writes mystery stories! Please RSVP by replying to: 
1stpcseniorsaints@gmail.com. Come for food, fellowship & fun!

Earth Care Sunday 
On Sunday, April 12, come to Gordon Hall from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. to three experts update us 
on marine plastic pollution, on freshwater/springs quality in N. FL., and on the campaign 
that saved and restored McCarty Woods on the UF campus. Don’t forget: after worship 
we will all join in for a covered dish/potluck/pitch-in lunch in Gordon Hall. PW provides 
the spiral ham and fried chicken. Congregational sides and desserts to serve 6-8 each can 
be brought to the kitchen as early as 9:00 a.m. where there are facilities to keep everything 
either warm or cold as needed. RSVP to chocolateloverspwcircle@gmail.com.

Pick-up a calendar page from the ushers or click the link in the weekly email for all this 
week’s ministry events. Children’s worship guides are available at all entrances. 

 106 SW 3rd Street Gainesville, Florida 32601· 352-378-1527· 1stpc.org 

Holy Week

*Nursery is available and starts 15 minutes before 11 a.m. Sunday worship.
Worshiping at home? The services will be streamed on the church YouTube channel.

Palm Sunday 
March 29

Matthew 21:1-11  
8:30 a.m. Chapel 

*11 a.m. Sanctuary

Maundy Thursday 
April 2

John 13:1-17, 31b-36 
6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
Holy Communion

Good Friday 
April 3

The Seven Last Words 
of Christ

6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday 
April 5

Matthew 28:1-10  
8:30 and *11 a.m.  
in the Sanctuary  

Holy Communion 
Prelude at 8:20 & 10:50 a.m.

http://www.1stpc.org
mailto:citytr122@gmail.com
mailto:1stpcseniorsaints@gmail.com
mailto:chocolateloverspwcircle@gmail.com


106 SW 3rd Street Gainesville, Florida 32601 ·  352-378-1527 ·  1stpc.org 

At First Presbyterian Preschool, children are 
fully prepared for school in a caring, Christian 
environment. Classes are offered 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. Early Childhood 
Accredited.
Preschool Director
Lisa Hershkowitz - preschool@1stpc.org

Our Children and Youth Ministries provide 
a multi-generational approach of Christian 
example as the church family comes alongside 
parents to lead children to become fully devoted 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Nursery Care during worship for children 
6 weeks through pre-kindergarten. Contact: 
Victoria Bernard - toraleighb@gmail.com
Kindergarten through 2nd grade children are 
excused from worship for Kids-4-God to 
spend time growing their faith on Sundays 
during the school year. Contact: Evelyn Lewis 
- citytr122@gmail.com
LOGOS is a mid-week ministry during the 
school year with worship arts, Bible time, 
recreation, and family dinner for students age 3 
through high school. Contact: Bev Vloedman 
dvloedman@aol.com
Youth Connection meets for fellowship 
and food with Bible study and mentoring for 
students in grades 6-12. (see YA&FM contact)

Our College Ministry seeks to launch students 
into a life of pursuing Christ, trusting in Him, 
and growing with others. Join us for Sunday 
worship & lunch and Tuesday Bible study at 7 
p.m. Bring a friend! 
Director of College Ministry
Jonathon Haney - college@1stpc.org

Young Adult & Family Ministry (YA&FM) 
is for marrieds and singles, with or without kids, 
in grad school or in vocation. We gather for Bible 
Studies and to get to know each other better and 
would love the chance to do life with you. 
Director of Young Adult & Family Ministry
Fred Lundy - youngadult@1stpc.org

With choirs for ages three and above, our Music 
Ministry welcomes everyone to sing or ring 
and to dedicate their music to God. Our concert 
season includes Concerts for a Cause, which 
support local and global mission partners.
Director of Music and Organist
Mitch Rorick - music@1stpc.org

Ministries & Staff
Glorify God 

Make Disciples of Jesus Christ
Meet Human Needs

Weekly Calendar

Senior Pastor
Rev. Mark Hults - pastor@1stpc.org
Business Manager
Trudy Bonerba - business@1stpc.org
Operations and Administrative Associate 
Laura Montgomery - assistant@1stpc.org
Communications Specialist
Jenny Chamberlain - communications@1stpc.org
Event Sexton and Music Clerk
Andrew Netardus - events@1stpc.org
Property Coordinator
John Rayl - png.1stpc@gmail.com
Head Sexton 		  Sexton
Tony Cogdill		M  argaret Hill

Additional Staff

Sunday, March 29, 2026 Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m. Worship & Holy Communion - Iona Chapel
9:30 a.m. Palms & Psalms - Gordon Hall
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Gordon Hoover: Romans 4 - Serendipity R. - Library
9:45 a.m. Multiply Class: Matthew 27:45-49 - Fred L. - Room 201

10:45 a.m. Nursery Care - Room 204
11:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary
11:20 p.m. Kids-4-God - Room 217
12:00 p.m. Palms & Psalms - Gordon Hall
12:00 p.m. College Café - Serving Room

Monday, March 30, 2026
Tuesday, March 31, 2026

10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting - Parlor
6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting - Parlor
7:00 p.m. Trajectory College Bible Study - Gordon Hall

Wednesday, April 1, 2026
1:30 p.m. Chocolate Lovers PW Bible Study - Parlor

Questions? Contact Betsy Berry - betsypwberry@gmail.com
NO LOGOS - Holy Week Break

Thursday, April 2, 2026
10:00 a.m. Preschool Easter Egg Hunt - North Courtyard 
6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship and Holy Communion  

- Sanctuary
8:00 p.m. Brass Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Friday, April 3, 2026 Preschool Closed
5:30 p.m. Good Friday Ensemble Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. Good Friday Worship - Sanctuary

Saturday, April 4, 2026
9:45 a.m. Alleluia Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt - Gordon Hall
Sunday, April 5, 2026 Easter Sunday

7:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
8:30 a.m. Easter Worship and Holy Communion - Sanctuary
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Easter Breakfast - Gordon Hall

10:25 a.m. Nursery Care - Rm 204
10:30 a.m. Alleluia Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m. Easter Worship and Holy Communion - Sanctuary

Monday, April 6, 2026 Church Office Closed

mailto:toraleighb@gmail.com

