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First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Mark Hults, Senior Pastor

4* Ways to Join Us for Sunday Worship!
1Worship In-Person 

at 8:30 a.m. in Iona 
Chapel

2Worship In-Person 
at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary
3Livestream at 11:00  

a.m. on YouTube and 
 at 1stpc.org

4Watch Sunday services 
at 9:00 a.m. on Cox 

Channel 11 
*Worship videos are available anytime on the church YouTube page

Advent Bugle
Volume 53
Issue 4

    
  You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high 

mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up 
your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to 

the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”
Isaiah 40:9Isaiah 40:9
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Hello First Presbyterian Church Family,
Because of my job, I am always talking to people that 
are in crisis. They are or a family member is sick, 
a relative or a friend made a big mistake and the 
repercussions from it are horrible, or someone dear 
to them just passed. I’m not complaining about my 
job. In fact, it is the honor of my life to be called into 
the worst situations you and your family will ever 
experience. But during these moments I often hear, or 
see in your eyes, “It’s not supposed to be like this! This 
isn’t supposed to happen.”
Your feeling that it isn’t supposed to be like this in  
those moments, moments of tremendous loss or 
challenge, is spot on. It’s not; yet it often is. These types 
of experiences are one of the ways we connect with our 
sense of longing. We do this in the season of Advent, 
as we move toward the coming of our true king, Jesus. 
We connect with the longing that the people of Israel 
had as they waited for their king.
Advent begins on November 30 and ends at our 

service on Christmas Eve. It is a time when we connect 
with the feelings of the ancient God-fearers as they 
longed for Jesus, their Messiah, to come to earth. We 
connect with their sense of longing as we wait for 
Jesus to come again, as we continue to experience 
things that we shouldn’t have to experience. It is a time 
when we challenge the sense that says we are missing 
something, and have hope and trust in the One who is 
to come. During Advent this year, let’s push into that 
dark place, believing that the light has come, and it will 
come again! And because of that, we can be people of 
hope, no matter what surrounds us.
With Much Hope,

Advent 
from Mark Hults

To contact Pastor Mark,  
email pastor@1stpc.org.

But as for me, I will look to the Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me. 
Micah 7:7

Nov 2 Mark 3 Tim Schubert
Nov 9 Mark 4 Elizabeth Bolton
Nov 16 Mark 5 Stephanie Tyler
Nov 23 Mark 6:1-29 Ross Teigen
Nov 30 Mark 6:30-56 Perry Foote

Meet in the Church Library at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. Enter through the Mary Gate or the sanctuary. 
All are welcome! Email Perry Foote with questions at 
palbertfoote@gmail.com.

Gordon Hoover

Nov 2 Luke 1:26-38
Nov 9 Luke 1:39-56
Nov 16 Luke 1:57-80
Nov 23 Luke 2:1-20
Nov 30 Luke 2:21-40

Meet in the Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings 
to grow together as we study God's word. Questions? 
Contact Fred Lundy.

Multiply Class

On this anniversary, we want to recognize the following staff member with gratitude 
for his work and ministry:
*10  years*  Fred Lundy is the Director of Young Adult & Family Ministry | Pastoral 
Care. YA&FM focuses on those who are Adulting (in their 20’s, 30’s or 40’s with 
careers and/or families). He leads Bible studies, teaches, and is involved in pastoral 
care. Since the summer of 2023, Fred has also stepped in to lead Youth Connection. 
He began working on the ministry staff in August 2015. Thank you, Fred!

In Recognition

mailto:pastor@1stpc.org
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So here we are, another end of the year, Q4 (or for 
our church Q2) myriad of: Halloween, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, New Years, and ALL that our personal and 
professional lives have to throw at us in about two 
months!
And as much as we might know what to expect during 
this part of the year (Straight. Up. CRAZY!), I will ask 
if you have thought about how you are going to spend 
some of your other time – specifically this time of 
Advent, when we look with expectation to the Christ 
Who came, Who offers to come into our life and Who 
will come again.  
For Clarity – How are you going to engage with the 
Bible during this season?
The reason I ask is because I want to make sure you 
know of the ways in which you can be involved in Bible 
Study not just this time of year, but all throughout the 
year here at First Pres.
While the offerings below provide a lot of different 
options, one thing they all share is their faithfulness to 
spend time in God’s word.
Please join us if you are not already.
AND, if you do not know where would be best for you, 
please reach out to me so I can help you find a group 
where you can grow together.
YOUTH:
If you are in Middle or High School, I invite you to 
join us on Wednesday nights from 4:15-5:00 p.m. in 
the Youth Room (Room # 211) as we study the Gospel 
of John and find out what this OG, first century, Gen 
1 follower of Christ has to say about his time with The 
Messiah through his eyes and Jesus’ own words.
If you are in High School, please join us -when we 
meet- on Sundays after church for Youth Connection 
from 12:30-2:30 p.m. in the Youth Room (Room # 
211). We are working through the book, Can I Ask 
That: Volume 2: More Hard Questions About God & 
Faith. We start by eating lunch together, then have 
time together in God's word and play a game.
COLLEGE:
If you are in college we would love to have you join 
us on Tuesdays starting at 7:00 p.m. in Gordon Hall 
as different teachers lead us through the truths from 
God’s word and how they impact and should be 
applied to our lives. Our hope is that while you are 

growing academically here in Gainesville, you will also 
grow in your Christian faith by spending time in the 
Bible and with others who are doing the same.
YOUNG ADULT AND FAMILY MINISTRY:
Men’s Bible Study – I invite you to join this group 
as we continue to work through the minor prophets; 
the last twelve books of the Old Testament. Aware 
that personal and professional schedules are always 
changing, our meeting day changes to allow for the 
most people possible to make the meeting. Regardless 
of the date, our normal meeting time is typically from 
6:00-7:30 a.m. at Starbucks on the corner of 53rd and 
43rd.
Young Professionals Bible Study – I invite you to 
join this group, which focuses on those in grad school 
or just into their careers, reading through the Gospel 
of Luke. As with the group above, we are aware 
that personal and professional schedules are always 
changing, so our meeting day changes each month 
to allow for the most people possible to make the 
meeting. Regardless of the date, our normal meeting 
time is from around 7:00/7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. at 
McAlister’s Deli on Newberry Road. (For this group, 
we know that you are just getting started in life, so the 
church covers the cost of your meal!)
SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Gordon Hoover – This is perhaps the longest continual 
Bible Study group in the loonnngggg history of First 
Pres and continues to focus on a book-by-book study 
of the Bible. Through a team of teachers, they take 
their time working through each book of the Bible in 
a way that leads to knowing more about the Word of 
God and the God of His word.
Multiply Class – I invite you to join this group which 
focuses on books of the Bible one chapter at a time, 
allowing the time the class needs to learn and discuss 
in hopes they go and do. This year they have focused 
on 1 Samuel and are ending the year focusing on the 
Gospel of Luke before continuing on to the book of 
Acts. This class also uses a team of teachers to enhance 
our time together.

Bible Study
from Fred Lundy

To contact Fred Lundy,  
email youngadult@1stpc.org. 

mailto:youngadult@1stpc.org
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To the Saints of FpcG 
from Scott Stuart
As I reflect on my 13 years here at First Presbyterian I am overwhelmed with the love and 
care you have shown me and my family during our time together. From mission trips to 
Nicaragua and Thornwell, countless College Café meals served, the number of College 
Sundays that have come through our doors, to the community outreaches we’ve done 
together including Veritas Forums, Hungry Week, and a number of football block parties. 
And these are just to name a few. Then there are the overwhelming heart-filled moments 
like announcing the arrival of our daughter, baptizing your children, officiating weddings, walking with you all during 
loved ones' funerals, you all cheering me on as I completed my M-Div, Ordination, starting my D-Min, and so much 
more. 
There are so many wonderful memories with you all both outside and inside these beautiful walls, there are simply 
too many to count. 
When I first accepted the job here as Director of College Ministry, I never could have imagined the places I would get 
to go, the people I would get to meet, the stories I would get to hear. It is with these things in mind and more that it 
brings me great sorrow to tell you all that I have accepted another job as the Director of Next Generation at Christ 
Community here in Gainesville. While I am excited about the new opportunities before me, I can truly say that I am 
deeply going to miss all of you. My last day at First will be 9/14, but rather than say goodbye I will simply say… 

May the road rise up to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine all upon your face
And the rain fall soft upon your field
And until we meet again
May God hold you in the palm of His hand
This day and forevermore
Amen
With love and gratitude,

Presbyterian Women (PW) of First 
Presbyterian Church invite you to 
a Thank Offering Lunch following 
worship on November 16, 2025. 
There is no charge for the lunch, but 
a Thank Offering will be received 
and Mrs. Denise Burry, Executive 
Director of Forward Paths of 

Leesburg, FL will tell how Forward Paths is using the 
$50,000 grant they received from the PW Thank Offering 
to offer housing to youth who are aging out of foster care. 
PLEASE RSVP
Email Betsy Berry at betsypwberry@gmail.com to make 
your reservation, so we will know how much lunch to 
provide!

Presbyterian Women Thank Offering Lunch

From Ronald McDonald House, North Central Florida
 - Thank you so much for your donation of a 1/2 lb of Pop Tops. It means a lot to our families to be 
thought of at this time. We certainly appreciate your kindness and support.

SYNOD OF ALASKA-NORTHWEST
Olympia Presbytery
Hope Housing Collaborative of Lewis County 
Shalom Village Tiny Home Duplexes
Centralia, Washington 
hopehousinglc.com
$50,000

SYNOD OF LAKES AND PRAIRIES
Homestead Presbytery
Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Building a Better Future:  
     Providing Beds for Kids in Need
Omaha, Nebraska
shpbeds.org
$5,000

SYNOD OF LIVING WATERS
Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky
Buckhorn Children and Family Services 
Play Area Fencing at Dessie Scott Campus
Campton, Kentucky
buckhorn.org
$33,935

SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC
Presbytery of the Peaks
Lynchburg Daily Bread
Safe, Healthy Foods for All
Lynchburg, Virginia
lynchburgdailybread.com
$22,800

Presbytery of the Peaks
Roanoke Justice Ministries 
Leadership Development for Racial Equity
Lexington, Virginia
roanokejusticeministries.org
$25,000

SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST
Albany Presbytery
St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church 
Church and Community Kitchen
Spencertown, New York
stpetersspencertown.org
$50,000

Presbytery of New York City
First Jamaica Community and  
     Urban Development Corporation 
Enhance Our Technology Infrastructure
Jamaica, New York
firstchurchjamaica.org 
$6,000

SYNOD OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS
Presbytery of Wyoming
Lagniappe Ministries 
Leadership and Vocational Skills Lab
Sheridan, Wyoming
lagniappesheridan.org
$14,362

SYNOD OF THE SUN
Grace Presbytery
Community Garden Kitchen of Collin County 
Empowering Futures: CGK Training Program 
     for Foster Care Youth
McKinney, Texas
CommunityGardenKitchen.org
$45,800

Presbytery of South Louisiana
First Presbyterian Church of Hammond, Louisiana 
Shower Ministry
Hammond, Louisiana
fpchammond.org
$5,000

PWR25476

When we faithfully and joyfully give to the Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women, we participate in a program with roots 
that go back to 1888. It was in Springfield, Ohio, where Eliza Clokey called upon women to give a “thank offering to her Lord” 
by offering one dollar in addition to their usual contribution to mission. Today thousands of people benefit from programs 
that receive support through Thank Offering grants from Presbyterian Women.  

     We celebrate Eliza’s vision and her willingness to do “a new thing” by asking her friends to give more than they had before, 
and we continue her mission of making a way for others through our generosity today. The Thank Offering connects us to the 
leaders who came before us, setting the example of how to show gratitude to God through our giving to one another.

2025  
Thank Offering
                 of Presbyterian Women

List of Grant Recipients

Give through your PW group or online at 
     presbyterianwomen.org/give. For additional
           information about the 2025 Thank Offering
                     recipients, see the Summer issue of 
               Horizons magazine, or visit  
                  presbyterianwomen.org/thank.

Yo voy a hacer 
algo nuevo

보라, 내가 새 일을 
행하리라

“Behold,
I am doing

a new thing;

now it springs forth,

do you not perceive it?  

I will make a way

in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.”

—Isaiah 43:19 (esv)*

*The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version. ESV ® Text Edition: 2016. 
Copyright © 2001 by Crossways 
Bibles, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers.

2025 Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women

mailto:betsypwberry@gmail.com
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Sat
1

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Turn back your clocks and enjoy that extra 

hour of sleep!

 

Sat
1

Pie Making
Kitchen and Serving Room 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Sun
2

Deadline for Pie Orders
Submit a pie card from the pew or email 

Carol Israel at ceisrael@cox.net

 

Sun
16

Preschool Closed for Veterans Day

 

Fri-Sat
7-8

Pie Making
Kitchen and Serving Room 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Veteran's Day Concert for a Cause 
with Gainesville Community Band

Sanctuary at 4 p.m. and spaghetti dinner to 
follow in Gordon Hall

Art Festival Parking
Montreat Fundraiser

Church Parking Lot - Sat. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Sun 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

 

SunSun
2323

 

Tues
18

Christ the King Sunday
Worship and Holy Communion

8:30 a.m. in the chapel
 11 a.m. in the sanctuary

Pie Day - Last Day to Pick-up Your Order
Gordon Hall

Trajectory Thanksgiving Feast
Gordon Hall

 

Wed-Fri
26-28

Preschool Closed
Thanksgiving Break

 

Thurs-Fri
27-28

Church Office Closed 
Happy Thanksgiving

Only Special Events in November. 
Regular Weekly Ministries and 

Committee Meetings NOT Listed.

All Saints' Sunday
8:30 a.m. Worship in the chapel

 11 a.m. Worship in the sanctuary
We remember those who have joined the 

church triumphant in the last year.

 

Mon
24

Church Advent Decorating
Sanctuary and Gordon Hall 9 a.m. 

Call Marilyn Foote at 352-318-5975

First Sunday of Advent
Advent Workshop

Gordon Hall at 9:30 a.m.

 

Mon 
10

 

Sat-Sun 
15-16

 

Sun
9

 

Fri-Sat
14-15

Pie Making
Kitchen and Serving Room 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

PW Thank Offering Lunch
Gordon Hall 12: 00 p.m. 

 

Sun
30

Fold and hang this calendar 

in your home as a reminder 

to join us for the special 

events in the Advent and 

Christmas Season at First 

Presbyterian Church.

 

Wed-Thurs
19-20

Preschool Thanksgiving Lunch
Gordon Hall 10: 30 a.m. 

mailto:ceisrael@cox.net
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Tues 
16

Advent Organ Concert
with Tom Ingui, organist 

Sanctuary 12:15 p.m.

Handbell Concert 
The Atrium 7 p.m.

 

Sun
21

Christmas Eve Worship
Sanctuary 5:30 p.m. Prelude 

6 p.m. Service

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship in the Chapel 8:30 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary 11 a.m.

 

Thurs-Fri
25-2

Church Office & Preschool Closed 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

 

Mon
5

Chancel Choir and Carol Ringers
Resume

 

Mon
19

Church Office and Preschool Closed
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Special Events Only. Regular Weekly Ministries and 
Committee Meetings NOT Listed.

Second Sunday of Advent
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sanctuary at 11 a.m. AND
4:30 p.m. Prelude

Service 5 p.m.
*No 8:30 a.m. worship service

Third Sunday of Advent
Worship in the Chapel 8:30 a.m.

Worship in the Sanctuary 11 a.m.

 

Fri
19

Preschool Christmas Musical

Degreening the Church
Sanctuary at 9 a.m.

 

Sun
18

Encouragement Sunday
Write a note on a provided card  

to a congregation member

 

Sun
14

 

Thurs
15

 

SunSun
77

 

Wed
10

 

Fri
12

Lent Bugle Due
Articles for February through April

 

Wed 
24

Poinsettia Orders are Due

Preschool at First
Classes Resume

 

Tues
2

College Trajectory Christmas Party
The Hults' Home at 7 p.m.

 

Sat
6

Rehearsal for Nine Lessons
Chancel Choir at 10 a.m.

Cherub & Junior Choirs at 1 p.m.

 

Wed
14

LOGOS 
and Wednesday Choirs Resume 

Ocean Voyage 
Immersive Concert III

Sanctuary at 7 p.m.

 

FriFri
1616
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In Case You Missed It!
Lots of great things are happening and members of our church connected to each other, to the community, and to 
God through study, fun, and service. Enjoy the highlights below and commit to joining us in worship and growth 
this year.

Presbyterian Women met for the Triennial 
Gathering at Epworth by the Sea in Georgia. Several 
ladies from the church attended this weekend of 
fellowship and spiritual growth.

This year's concert series began with two fabulous 
concerts. The pictures below (as well as the Bugle 
cover) are from October. The Festival Singers of 
Florida were joined by the Gainesville High School 
Concert Choir in a concert entitled, Another Glorious 
Day.

The Preschool at First has been awarded an 
Excellence in Learning Certificate from the Early 
Learning Coalition. Of all the rated programs, 
they are fifth in the state and first in the county. 
Congratulations!

And that's not all!
Doctor Koinonia, our support 
group for young physician 
faculty, has met once a month 
for prayer and encouragement. 
Our Local Missions was able 
to donate more than $1,200 for 

Made for More, a local mentorship ministry for student-
athletes, thanks to your generosity at the first Concert for 
a Cause.
The Senior Saints are meeting monthly on and off campus 
for fellowship and fun.
LOGOS is bursting at the seams with children, youth, and 
families every Wednesday! They spend time in worship, 
recreation, study, and family dinners. 
There's lot more coming. We hope to see you soon!
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For more on these fall concerts and the rest of the concert series, visit www.1stpcmusic.org.

Celebrate Veterans Day with the Gainesville Community Band, directed by R. Gary 
Langford,  in the sanctuary on Sunday, November 9 at 4 p.m. The concert program 
includes the theme from Gettysburg, Reflections from the Wall, and the Armed Forces 
Salute, along with additional patriotic pieces. A free-will offering benefits Filter of Hope, 
sharing clean water & the gospel with those in need. Join us for a spaghetti dinner in 
Gordon Memorial Hall after the concert. $5 per person; no charge for veterans.

On Sunday, December 7 at 5 p.m., come sing and hear lessons and carols for Advent 
and Christmas showing the development of the loving purposes of God as seen through 
the windows and words of scripture. At 4:30 p.m. the Gainesville Brass Quintet and 
First Presbyterian Jubilate Ringers present seasonal music. This Festival is patterned 
on the annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols of King’s College, Cambridge, the 
backbone of which has remained virtually unchanged since it originated in England 
during the Victorian period. Gather in Gordon Hall following Lessons and Carols to 
enjoy our festival Christmas trees along with hot chocolate and cookies. 

Join us on Friday, January 16 at 7 p.m. for a spectacular concert that plunges into the 
deepest, wildest corners of the sea.  In addition to stunning visuals, this concert features 
Dance Alive National Ballet, the Gainesville Youth Chorus, our very own Chancel 
Choir, and guest musicians. From playful waves to treacherous storms and hidden 
treasures, this performance is a musical voyage guaranteed to leave you breathless!

The Montreat Committee invites you to shop 
for stocking stuffers at the Christmas table in  
Gordon Hall on Sundays, December 7, 14, & 21. All proceeds 
benefit the children and youth who will attend the 2026 
Montreat Worship and Music Conference next summer.

Stocking Stuffers

Calling All Pie Makers!
Pie making is a long-standing tradition of the Music Ministry. Our church family comes together on Fridays and 
Saturdays to make a variety of regular-sized and miniature (cutie) pies. Many pies are sold and some are donated 
to our homebound church members. Pies serve as a fundraiser to send an intergenerational group from our 
church to the Presbyterian Association of Music's Worship and Music Conference in Montreat, NC each June.
Please join us for any or all of our pie production days: Fridays and Saturdays from 9 am-1 pm in the weeks 
leading up to “Pie Day” which is the last Sunday before Thanksgiving (November 23). Don’t worry, we can train 
you! Skills are perfected and community is built over pie dough in the First Presbyterian Church kitchen! 

1stpc Music
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord

 First Presbyterian Church 
Concert Series  2025-2026

4 p.m. Sunday,
September 28

Dr. Tiffany Lu,
conductor

Concert for a Cause:

UF SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

GAINESVILLE
COMMUNITY BAND

4 p.m. Sunday,
November 9

R. Gary Langford,
conductor

Veterans Day
Concert for a Cause:

7 p.m. Friday, 
January 16

Dance Alive
National Ballet,
Gainesville Youth
Chorus, Festival
Choir, and
Instrumentalists

OCEAN VOYAGE
IMMERSIVE

CONCERT III

4 p.m. Sunday, 
April 19

Dr. Will Kesling,
conductor

Concert for a Cause:

UF CONCERT CHOIR
&

CHAMBER CHOIR

CHARLES LAZARUS
trumpet

& DAVID CHERWIEN
organ

7 p.m. Friday,
February 27

Two prestigious
musicians and
composers share
original works and
classical favorites

FESTIVAL SINGERS
OF FLORIDA

7 p.m. Saturday, 
October 11

Dr. Kevin Fenton,
conductor

Joined by the 
Eastside High
School Choir & 
Gainesville High
School Choir

FESTIVAL OF NINE
LESSONS & CAROLS

5 p.m.  Sunday,
December 7
 
FPC Choirs and
Instrumentalists

4:30 Prelude 
Brass and
Handbells 

Musician bios and concert details at www.1stpcmusic.org
First Presbyterian Church, 300 SW 2nd Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601

FEBRUARY LUNCH
SERIES Join us any Tuesday in February at

12:15 p.m. for a 25-minute concert
followed by a $5 lunch. 

Ruth Lewis
harpsichord
February 3 

Gainesville Brass 
Quintet
February 10 

Dr. Lauren Hodges, viola
Alan Clark, piano
February 24 

Edward White
Jazz Trio
February 17 

CELEBRATORY
SERVICES

Christmas Eve Service   6 p.m.
Choir & Chamber Orchestra
5:30 Prelude
Wednesday, December 24 

We invite you to
worship with us 
any Sunday.

Easter Worship                     11 a.m.
Choir, Brass, and Percussion
Holy Communion
Sunday, April 5 

HYMN FESTIVAL
featuring

ROBERT A. HOBBY

4 p.m. Sunday,
February 15
From Generation to
Generation: Hymns
for Life's Journey
Concert for a Cause:

Helping Hands 
Clinic and

Made For More
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First Presbyterian Church, 300 SW 2nd Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601
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SERIES Join us any Tuesday in February at

12:15 p.m. for a 25-minute concert
followed by a $5 lunch. 

Ruth Lewis
harpsichord
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Gainesville Brass 
Quintet
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Dr. Lauren Hodges, viola
Alan Clark, piano
February 24 

Edward White
Jazz Trio
February 17 

CELEBRATORY
SERVICES
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5:30 Prelude
Wednesday, December 24 

We invite you to
worship with us 
any Sunday.
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Choir, Brass, and Percussion
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Sunday, April 5 

HYMN FESTIVAL
featuring

ROBERT A. HOBBY

4 p.m. Sunday,
February 15
From Generation to
Generation: Hymns
for Life's Journey
Concert for a Cause:

Helping Hands 
Clinic and

Made For More

1stpc Music
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord

 First Presbyterian Church 
Concert Series  2025-2026
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Dr. Tiffany Lu,
conductor

Concert for a Cause:

UF SYMPHONY
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GAINESVILLE
COMMUNITY BAND

4 p.m. Sunday,
November 9

R. Gary Langford,
conductor

Veterans Day
Concert for a Cause:

7 p.m. Friday, 
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Dance Alive
National Ballet,
Gainesville Youth
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Choir, and
Instrumentalists

OCEAN VOYAGE
IMMERSIVE
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4 p.m. Sunday, 
April 19

Dr. Will Kesling,
conductor

Concert for a Cause:

UF CONCERT CHOIR
&

CHAMBER CHOIR

CHARLES LAZARUS
trumpet

& DAVID CHERWIEN
organ

7 p.m. Friday,
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Two prestigious
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composers share
original works and
classical favorites
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				         For more than thirty-five 
years children, youth, and adults  from First Presbyterian 
Church have attended the Presbyterian Association 
of Musicians annual worship and music conference in 
Montreat, North Carolina. The week-long conference 
begins with a worship service on Sunday evening for the 
1,000 conferees from Presbyterian Churches nationwide. 
Daily classes begin on Monday and are designed to 
enrich understanding and develop skills in the corporate 
worship of the church. Each conferee attends worship, 
choir, Bible, handbells, Orff, dance, and/or an elective 
course each day. The impact of this week at Montreat is 
far greater than the knowledge gained at the conference. 
The benefits of living, worshiping, praying, and playing 
together in community for a week are life-changing. 
Each conferee pays approximately $400 for conference 
registration and $95 for food. In addition, each conferee 
is responsible for their "fairshare" of $150 for housing 
and transportation. The children earn their fairshare 
by participating in fundraising events held throughout 
the year. This year, our church budget allocates $10,000 
towards the cost of housing and transportation. This 
year our goal for fundraising for Montreat housing and 
transportation expenses is $24,000. 
The theme for June 20-27 is Who'll Be a Witness? Sign 
up to attend by November 10. Contact Mitch Rorick to 
learn more about the conference or to register
Two Montreat fundraising opportunities will be held 
in the month of November:
Downtown Art Festival Parking in the church SW 2nd 

Avenue Parking Lot on Saturday, November 15 from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, November 16 beginning at 1 
p.m. Thank you for your continued support.
Delicious Homemade Pies (Sweetie Pies) will be made 
on Fridays and Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. in November 
for members and friends of the congregation. Please see 
the order form here, in the pews, or the church office.

To contact Mitch Rorick,
email music@1stpc.org.

Pies are available for order and pick-up 
now and freezer space gets very tight. 
Please make checks payable to First 
Presbyterian Church and put “pies” on the memo line. 
Put your order form in the offering plate, send it to the 
church office, or email fpcpie@gmail.com.  Please do not 
leave payment in the back hallway.  The order deadline 
is Sunday, November 16 and pies should be picked up 
by Sunday, November 23. Proceeds will benefit the 2026 
Montreat Worship and Music Conference.

Qty @ Total
Apple 10” $16
Cherry 10” $16
Blueberry 10" $16
Pumpkin 10” $16
Pecan 10” $19
Mincemeat 10” $19
Apple 6” $7
Cherry 6” $7
Blueberry 6" $7
Pumpkin 6” $7
Pecan 6” $9
Mincemeat 6” $9
Chocolate Cream 8” $16
Key Lime 8” $16
Shut-In Pie 6”, 
baked

$7

Total $

Name 
Phone 
Email 
I can take my pie order early      YES             NO

I am able to volunteer            YES            NO

Order Up!

 Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise 
in the assembly of the faithful."

Psalm 149:1

mailto:music@1stpc.org
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Christmas Poinsettias
During the Christmas season our worship spaces will be decorated with poinsettias. Flowers are available to 
purchase in honor or in memory of a family member or loved one. The poinsettias are $17 each and can be ordered 
by filling out the form below to place in the offering plate or mail to the church office by Sunday, December 14. The 
poinsettias will be available to take home after the Christmas Eve service.

Poinsettias Given by: __________________________________________________

In Honor of: __________________________________________________________

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________

Advent Decorating
Advent is just around the corner. We 
are looking for volunteers to beautify 
our church and sanctuary. Everyone 
is welcome on Monday, November 24  

at 9 a.m. Please call Marilyn Foote to be added to the 
volunteer list at 352-318-5975.

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord."

Luke 2:10-11

Share Your Holiday Spirit with Our Community
The holidays this year are especially stressful for both families and agencies as they face more limited government 
funding. As you consider your holiday giving, please remember our community. Your generosity in following Jesus' 
command to meet human needs will impact lives with the hope of the Gospel!  There are several ways to get involved:

Gainesville Community Ministries 
provides Thanksgiving Baskets to 
their clients. Turkeys are provided, but 
side dishes are needed to give families 

all the fixings for a special feast.  Please bring your 
contributions to Gordon Hall or the church office 
by Wednesday, November 19.   
 

Each year Local Missions invites you 
to join the Hope for the Holidays 
Christmas drive. Share the joy of the 
season by providing gifts to selected 
families from Family Promise and St. Francis 
House. We will also be collecting gift cards and 
cash. Look for the Hope for the Holidays Christmas 
tree in Gordon Hall!  Look for more details in the 
weekly email from the church.

And of course, you may donate to these agencies through the church—just designate your gift and place it in the 
offering or mail it to the church office. 

Thank you for participating and sharing God’s love in a tangible way to these families!

We are recommending this Advent 
devotional from Christianity Today for 
individuals, small groups, and families. 
The devotional contains twenty-five 

readings for December, along with weekly reflection 
questions, based on the themes of light and darkness 
in scripture leading up to the birth of our Savior, Jesus. 
Copies can be purchased at the Christianity Today 
website: https://store.christianitytoday.com/.

Darkness Then Light
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Sanctuary Flowers
Every Sunday, flowers decorate the 
chancel for worship. These flowers are 
available to purchase in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one. Dates are on a 
first come, first served basis and the cost 

is $40. Contact Jenny Chamberlain through the church 
office or at communications@1stpc.org to sign-up. 

Available Sundays
November 2 December 28
December 7 January 18

On Wednesday, December 24, 
we will hold our Christmas 
Eve worship at 6:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. The prelude begins 

at 5:30 p.m. and the service includes carols, choir, a 
chamber orchestra, candle light, and holy communion. 
Join us in person or stream the service at our website 
or YouTube channel.

Contributions to the church made through Wednesday, December 31, 2025 will 
be credited to the calendar year 2025. Contributions may be placed in the offering 
plate on December 28, made online by midnight on December 31, or postmarked by 
Wednesday, December 31. The office will be closed December 24 and 25 and have 
limited hours December 26 through January 2.

Year-End Giving

Christmas Eve Worship

Member Information
New Members

John & Marcia Eycleshimer
Gulis Colak

Ranni Williams

Church Triumphant
Shannon Ashley, July 22, 2025

Ruthie Graybill, August 1, 2025
Genie Boothby, September 5, 2025
Roberta Curry, September 21, 2025

Pamela Bailey, October 7, 2025

Friday, November 14, 2025
At 12:30 p.m. we will gather in Gordon Hall for lunch (& dessert!) 
provided by Sweet Berries. The program will be our local author, 
Elizabeth McCulloch, speaking about her new novel, The Year of 
the Child. McCulloch has a most interesting background, including 
being born in Argentina and living a year in Bolivia. Fast forward, she 

graduated from Duke Law School and her class of one hundred-fifty students had only ten women. Come 
hear her share how she came to write this book! It's a story of how love, kindness, and determination can 
change lives.

Friday, December 12, 2025
No meeting this month. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Friday, January 9, 2026
At 12:30 p.m. we will gather for lunch, again provided by Sweet Berries. Our program will be a treat 
as Tim Mutschlecner will present a cello performance for us. Tim has a doctorate from the University 
of Florida, taught at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Pointe, and has played with the Cleveland 
Symphony, among other things

mailto:communications@1stpc.org
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Advent Bugle

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die." 

John 11:25-26

We Remember These Saints
Elizabeth McKenzie October 23, 2024 Melvin (Muz) Dace March 30, 2025
Chuck Olson November 14, 2024 Christopher Pedrick April 10, 2025
Joseph Gilkey December 5, 2024 Linda Connell June 20, 2025
John Bonerba December 18, 2024 Shannon Ashley July 22, 2025
Kathleen Horton January 28, 2025 Ruthie Graybill August 1, 2025
Edward (Ned) Peachey February 2025 Genie Boothby September 5, 2025
Karolyn Watson February 24, 2025 Roberta Curry September 21, 2025
Carol Hayes-Christiansen March 19, 2025 Pam Bailey October 7, 2025

John Bonerba
Genie Boothby

Carol Hayes-Christiansen
Roberta Curry

Joe Gilkey
Chuck Olson
Chris Pedrick

Marjorie Pedrick

Zaren and Lillian Pirenian
Edwin Rinonos
Karolyn Watson

Memorial Contributions:
Thank you to those who contributed to FPC Memorials in remembrance of these loved ones.


